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In this book is written the history of the 508th Parachute Infantry from 
October 20, 1942, to January 1, 1946. 

As this history is read, the reader cannot fully realize or appreciate from 
the contents of its pages the full measure of loyalty, devotion to duty, and 
sacrifice of the more than ten thousand officers and men carried on the rolls 
of the Regiment during the past three years. No task undertaken and no 
mission assigned was ever too small or too great, and the result was always a 
prompt, enthusiastic, successful accomplishment in a superb manner. 

The American soldier has again proven himself to be among the world’s 
finest fighting men. It is a recognized fact that the American paratrooper is 
peerless among men. His self-reliance, courage, aggressiveness, indomitable 
fighting spirit, and combat skill were exemplified by all his actions and are 
depicted in the following chapters for those of this Regiment. 

This volume might be considered a monument to those fighting men of the 
508th who through their heroic acts and valorous deeds contributed their full 
share toward winning the victory that is now ours. 




ROY E. LINDQUIST 
Colonel, Infantry 
Commanding 
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O N the 20th of October, 1942, the 508th 
Parachute Infantry was born at Camp 
Blanding, Florida. This date, however, in 
no way marked the beginning of the formation of 
a new regiment in the United States Army, for since 
early in September Major Roy E. Lindquist had been 
laying plans for the activation of the unit he was 
to command. 

The cadre for the 508th came almost entirely 
from three sources: the 502nd Parachute Infantry, 
the Parachute School at Fort Benning, and the 26th 
Infantry Division. Every officer and man who be- 
came a part of the cadre was personally screened 
by Major Lindquist. Before they could be expected 
to train recruits, these officers and men had to sat- 
isfy the major that they were thoroughly versed in 
matters military, and so special training was given 
the cadre at Fort Benning. Not all of the cadre 
had qualified at the Parachute School, but in each 
mind was imbedded the belief that the parachutist 
in the U. S. Army was the best soldier in the world, 
and it was around this belief that the morale of the 
new outfit was to be built. 

On the 20th of October at Blanding troop trains 
began to arrive bringing the regimental commander, 
now a lieutenant colonel, and his first recruits — men 
who had been in the Army only a few weeks and 
who had volunteered for parachute duty. The aver- 
age age of the new arrivals was low, under twenty. 
Most were in excellent physical and mental shape, 
and those that weren’t were immediately trans- 
ferred. For six weeks the processing of the new 
men went on, and the Regiment was built up to 
full strength, battalion by battalion. By the middle 
of December the regimental strength was 2300 offi- 
cers and men, but 4500 had to be processed before 
this number was accepted. 

The first days in Camp Blanding were almost a 
repetition of what had gone on in the reception 
centers with the very noticeable difference of a 
tightening of discipline. There was the thorough 
physical exam, the drawing of equipment, and the 
innumerable shots with the huge hooked needle. 
In addition there was the comprehensive program 
of physical training, consisting of calisthentics, 
tumbling, rope-climbing, and running. Every time 
there was a spare moment, it became normal proce- 
dure to run a mile. Soon it was hard to convince 
the men that they weren’t training for a track meet. 

As well as the physical sorting of candidates for 
the Regiment, a board of officers was set up in each 
battalion to determine the mental fitness of every 
man. Sometimes it became difficult for the new 



arrivals to realize that they were to form a regiment 
of rough-and-tumble parachutists. Major Louis G. 
Mendez, Jr., commanding the 3d Battalion, tested 
the mental alertness of his men by firing questions 
at them in rapid succession: "What is your name? 
Why? Is Mickey Mouse a boy or girl? Lift your 
left foot off the ground. Lift your right foot off 
the ground. Lift both feet off the ground.” By 
the time the interview was over, the recruit was not 
sure exactly what he had gotten himself into. 

After these first active days, life in the Regiment 
settled down to a steady grind of hard work. From 
six in the morning till six in the evening the men 
of the 508th trained. A typical work day started at 
0730 after breakfast and general clean-up of bar- 
racks. A half-hour run was followed by calisthenics 
at which Lieutenant Fleming presided. Addressing 
his attention to a battalion at a time, Lieutenant 
Fleming got more work out of the men in half an 
hour than most had believed it possible to accom- 
plish in a week. His bellowing voice made a public- 
address system unnecessary and gave each man the 
idea that he was being watched personally by the 
huge man on the platform, as physical maneuvers 
unknown even to a yogi were attempted. The 
rest of the morning was spent doing close-order 
drill, the manual of arms, and listening to lectures 
on military subjects. 

After a noon meal which often left something to 
be desired by these men with huge appetites, the 
work started again. Weapons drill or a speed march 
was followed by an hour of physical hardening. 
There were those who believed that the regimental 
commander was offering large prizes to the officers 
who could think of the most diabolical ways to 
spend this last period. One of the most frequently 
used exercises was a game where half the men at- 
tempted to climb the limbless pines that covered 
the camp while the other half was engrossed in the 
work of hauling them down. The whole was ac- 
companied by a great twisting of arms, legs, and 
necks. 

Within a few weeks men were qualifying on the 
range with weapons they had not even seen till 
they came to Blanding. The physical conditioning 
of the Regiment was rapidly approaching a peak. 
The morale of the Regiment, despite the lack of 
passes and the many restrictions, was excellent. 
After a gruelling day in the field, the men would 
sometimes answer chow call by running and tum- 
bling out of their huts. 

A few weeks previous to Christmas passes were 
issued for Christmas shopping in nearby Jackson- 
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measures were constructive. A lapse in memory, a 
blunder, or any inefficiency was rewarded by the 
assignment of a number of push-ups to the offender. 

When the move to the Parachute School was 
initiated by the 1st Battalion on the 3rd of Feb- 
ruary, 1943, the physical and mental alertness of 
the men could properly be called superior. Many 
men have remarked since that they had never seen 
a unit in such good shape as the Regiment was 
when it left Blanding. Twenty-three hundred civil- 
ians had been transferred into good soldiers in a 
few short months. 

II 

On detraining at Fort Benning, Georgia, and 
looking around the first things to strike the new- 
comer’s eyes are the four 250-foot jump towers on 
the training field of the Parachute School. On view- 
ing these steel mammoths the men of the 508th 
grew tense with anticipation. 

Back in Camp Blanding one of the officers who 
had already qualified at the Parachute School had 
remarked to his men that going through the school 
was much like going to an amusement park, except 
that all attractions were free. When the 1st Bat- 
talion was taken on a tour of the school a few days 
before their class began, these words seemed to 
bounce back in their face. Jump school to them 
seemed more like an assembly of medieval tortures. 

Because of the intensive physical training pro- 
gram which was inaugurated in the Regiment at 
Camp Blanding, the first week of the course at the 
Parachute School, known as "A” Stage, was omitted 
by the 508th. Normally this week consisted of eight 
hours a day of tumbling, judo, calisthenics, and 
running. Designed originally to build up the men 
for the following three weeks of work, this hell 
week seemed rather to have a deteriorating effect 
on most of those who survived it . 

Work for the Regiment therefore, began in "B” 
Stage. The outfit was divided into three classes of 
battalion strength which followed each other at 
one-week intervals. The first week of work for 
each class was divided into four hours a day learn- 
ing to pack parachutes, and four hours a day on 
the low towers. Several devices, not really dia- 
bolical when compared to what was held in store 
for the following weeks, were evidenced at this 
time. 

First, there was the suspended harness. This 
was a parachute harness hung from a ring several 



feet above the ground with which the student was 
supposed to learn to manuever his chute, and from 
which he was taught to execute several kinds of 
quick escapes for water and tree landings. For the 
beginner at least one strap usually stuck, making 
the quick release a faulty and sometimes embar- 
rassing operation. 

When this had been mastered, or when the al- 
lotted time had been devoted to it, the class moved 
to the landing trainer. Here on a suspended harness 
attached to an inclined ramp the student learned 
to land forwards and backwards, and to make a 
quick body turn while landing. If everything was 
not done properly here, a good bit of time was spent 
double-timing around the training field wearing the 
heavy harness on special invitation from the 
instructors. 

The final piece of special equipment used here 
was the mock tower. This was a wooden imitation 
of the door of a C-47 on top of a platform thirty- 
five feet high. The tower was placed between two 
poles between which was suspended a cable. To 
the cable on a trolley was fastened a parachute 
harness. At a signal from the instructor the student 
leaped from the door, fell free for eighteen feet, 
and then was snapped out for a ride down the wire 
to a sawdust landing pit. Here too proper form 
and composure were necessary to prevent several 
trips around the field. By Saturday afternoon every- 
one was ready for the twenty-four-hour rest which 
preceded the next phase. 

The second week of training at the Parachute 
School for the men of the 508th was again a com- 
bination of half-days in the packing sheds and half- 
days on the training field. This time all the work 
centered around the 250-foot towers. The first ride 
was in the control tower, where the student was 
lifted to the top in a parachute that was held open 
by a metal ring around the skirt. When the chute 
was released, the aspirant rode straight down, the 
path of descent being controlled by wires along 
which the chute rode. 

The next step was the free tower. Here the same 
procedure was followed, but no control wires were 
used. In other words, the descent was exactly the 
same as the last 250 feet of an actual drop. Here 
some legs were broken, which further stressed the 
importance of landing properly. 

Undoubtedly the most diabolical arrangement at 
the school was the shock harness. On this device 
a parachute harness was attached to two huge 
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springs with about fifteen fmt of slack cotton web- 
bing lntervemog. The student wis then suspended 
horizontal!) fight Tgamsr the springs with (he web- 
biog coiled on h$ back. At a signal from the in- 
structor the candidate for silver wmgv was raised 
up to any desired height At another, sign id he 
would pull the up cord and start hA free tali. After 
falling fifteen feet the \v ebbing would become taut 
and the springs, of such tension as to duplicate the 
opening shock on an actual jump,' would break rhe 
fall. Of awse.k to further complicate things, while 
falling the student had to change hands with the. 
rip vOoi and count aloud the customary, "One 
thousand, two thousand, three thousand !’’ 

By rhe end of the second week the packing course 
had been completed with the packing of the .chutes 
that were to be jumped on the first day of the last 
week of fraimpg. Alfh^gh it ^is vrfrfynattJtal 
that some of the men should fed a little uneasy 
^bout the cmpeudhig jumps, nearly everyone had 



gained snfficfenr coitfidetKe in (lie parachates and 
in the men at) j officer* who ran the school to get 
a good night A sleep before the first jump. 

On Monday morning, the first da'y of "D" stage, 
the long of column of singing troop ets marched 
to. the airfield with the same a»r of fight hearted ness 
that had been noticeable ail thmogh the: training at 
rhe Parachute School. However, under the thin 
layer of nonchalance, feelings were diifgre.nt on this 
day. It is a most .unnatural thing to do, to must 
one's life to a thin canopy erf silk, and every one 
began to realize it on That morning. 

By mid -moating ffese %lk> fed rnade them jump 
were enthusiastically telling the ; ^fem’’how easy it 
was, bn t at jump kmc the momffig the same 
uneasy feel mg was prevalent By the- end of the 
week the entire class had qualified lot wings by 
making the prescribed five jumps. After the coveted 
wings bad been presented and each class was ad- 
dressed by The. comm^d^nt of the school, the 
troopers left on ten* Jay furloughs. 

The 1st Baftahon qualified on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, the 2d pri the 5th of March, and the 3d on 
the 1 ith of March. Aftgr Ten days everyone yfe 
turned to Benning and the move to Camp Mackall, 
North Cana! ma, was initiated by battalions- By the 
first of April, the entire fed closed at the 

new station. Lieutenant Colonel Lindquist Was 
pfi,*mc>red to the grade of ColoneL 



0) Conditioning at Camp Mozkoll, I2i 7h* Ttf SaOaiion of mom caUs 
fh»pit3 al Btofjdrrig tSj Company A pteporos *o movo oof Cot a 
training march ot Crrop Bhfiding 



When The 50£fh arrived at Camp MackalL the 
post was btcle mote than a wilderness. Roads run- 
ning through rhe camp were still muddy ruts. Pro 
Wiv>m (or entertainment on the post were noc 
completed, arid bus service fo. nearby tcrieos, 
present in name only. . 

fr was at MaefelJ that the toppers first engaged 
in a fyp e of w&rk ’that was to become rriare and 
more familiar as the oh? fit : went from station to 
station This was the build ing of model camp, 
around a tew lonely huts. The Army referred, ffr 
if as . sat area. 

Up to this time oill the men m the Regiment had 
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Airborne Brigade, 



Brigadier General Hdfojll', •• i 0Gv 

rtdreft** the *e 9 m*ni «> Mockait maneuvers, and the Army it* general Though his 

■ .lifte 6f;ofeught may not iiave been origi^al^, -the 
received the same training. Everyone had a work* presentation was forceful and attracted the attentfon 

mg knowledge of the weapons used by the iofea- of a gray-haired spectator dad in an all concealing 

try, but as yet the RegimerU was not trained in the raincoat. For the stranger's beneht Repdfsfe^ repeated 

tactical use of these weapons. Machine-gunners, himself, adding a few choice phrases about the 

mortaroicsi, ;detnoihit>nisfs> and commanicarions people running the maneuvers. Surging, the stranger 
men had to be framed m their specialties. And so walked away, Later, one of Brigadier General 
as soon as the 508th became settled in its new post* Donovan’s favorite stories was the one about the 
the intensive unit training began, The training . paratrooper on the South Carolina maneuvers who 
areas were several miles from the regimental area, declaimed cm The whole Army in colorful language 
and physical condition was kept up by the hikes out for a half hour and still managed to dig :< deep 
and back every day* mortar cm pi a cement in a remarkably short time. 

When smalhunit training had progressed fairly After moving like a truck convoy for a week 
well, a practice jump was ordered, ami for the first with only feet for transportation, the SO&th returned 
time the men of the ^ Regjmertt experienced the to Camp Mackall to nurse blisters and rmne over 
difficulties of assembling afifcp a drop for a tactical the hardships undergone. Higher headquarters 
mission.^ They experienced that ' 



with full ecjutpmem 
scorching weather. 

The first test of the tactical ability of the Regj 
unit came during the last week of May 



merit as a 

The 101st Airborne Division was to engage in an 
airborne maneuver in .the' vicinity - of Chef&w, South 
Carolina, and the M)Sth was chosen to (Operate as 
ground troops against it 

After the motor march to Cheraw% the Regiment 
established an assembly area ip await the opening 
of the maneuvers; The neKt Se^en days we*fc among 
the toughest most of the men in the Regiment had 
spent up to that time, Tf - rained almost constantly, 
and every night the outfit made a forced march to 
■j new area- The phrase tarrying the load of a 
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advantage of the week’s rest previous to the drop. 

The security of the unit was tested by the use of 
code names for all objectives. Sandtables were set 
up and mapograms constructed. Full equipment for 
the jump arrived by the truckload at the bivouac 
area. By the 3rd of October the Regiment was ready 
to go. 

Since only thirty planes were available to carry 
one lift, and since the flight would take more than 
an hour, a very close schedule had to be followed 
to assure that the Regiment could be dropped with 
sufficient concentration to successfully complete the 
problem. Therefore a dry run in plane loading was 
held on the 4th of October. 

On the 5th of October immediately after dark the 
troopers began to put on their equipment. Every- 
thing except ammunition that would ordinarily be 
carried on a combat jump was loaded onto the men. 
Every man carried a ten-pound dummy field mine 
in his musette bag, and this heavy load made every- 
one a little uneasy. 

From nine o’clock in the evening till after mid- 
night the three serials of the Regiment were in the 
process of dropping near Gallatin, Tennessee. Due 
to a mix-up in signals, the green light was given 
simultaneously to all planes in the 1st Battalion lift. 
Since the formation was not closed up at this time, 
the men were spilled out over an area several miles 
in length. The other two battalions were dropped 
on the DZ, and the hunting of some of the equip- 
ment bundles was the only slight tie-up for them. 
The jump had caught the opponents by surprise, and 
by dawn the Regiment had established a defense 
on its objective, in possession of several captured 
vehicles. 

After the problem was over, stragglers were still 
coming in from the 1st Battalion jump. Though of 
course no one could know it at the time, this scatter- 
ing of the Regiment was forewarning of what was 
to happen eight months later in Normandy. The 
casualties from the drop itself were high due to the 
rough terrain on which the Regiment landed. Al- 
though there were no fatalities, many men broke 
bones. 

Higher commanders were pleased, and after one 
more ground problem Colonel Lindquist received 
orders to move the Regiment back to Camp Mackall 
to prepare for overseas shipment. While the rest 
of the maneuvering forces were left to play their 
games, the 508th made active preparations for 
shipment to a zone of operations. 



On returning to Mackall, a few days were spent 
in cleaning up equipment and assigning to com- 
panies several hundred replacements that had ar- 
rived during the maneuver period. When this was 
completed, a blanket extended weekend pass was 
granted to the Regiment. Everyone who could pos- 
sibly make it went home, for most felt that this 
would be the last opportunity to see home before 
leaving the United States. 

The first anniversary of the Regiment’s activation 
fell on the 20th of October, 1943, but since the 
outfit was engaged in the Second Army Maneuvers 
on that date, celebration was postponed until the 
4th of November. A holiday was declared by the 
regimental commander and Major General E. G. 
Chapman, Commanding General, Airborne Com- 
mand, reviewed the Regiment on the post parade 
ground. After the review the general addressed the 
troopers, praising the work done in the first year 
of the unit’s existence, but emphasizing the fact 
that this was only preparation for the big job that 
lay in the future. After banquets in all the bat- 
talion messhalls, a movie and USO show were held 
for the men. 

The next day the processing began. For a month 
the Regiment was engrossed in showdown inspec- 
tions of all equipment, dental check-ups, inocula- 
tions, and final record checks. Always there was 
a long line in front of supply room doors as un- 
serviceable equipment was replaced with new. 
Though none of the men knew it, spot mail censor- 
ship was inaugurated to insure security with ref- 
erence to the Regiment’s shipping. The only ones 
who knew the date of the move were Colonel 
Lindquist and the S-4, Major Castell. 

Most men felt certain the Regiment would re- 
main at Mackall for Christmas. There were no 
more rumors circulating, there was no increase in 
activity noticed, when suddenly word was passed 
out to pack everything for the move. The exact 
time of departure, the destination, and the circum- 
stances surrounding the move were not known. 
When the first group of troopers marched to the 
train on the 19th of December they had a strong 
intimation that a long sea voyage was not too far 
in the future. 

IV 

"Join the Army and see the world!” So went 
the slogan on the posters, and so it was to be for 
the 508th. There had been complaints from many 
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men from northern states that they had joined the 
Army and had seen only the South. Small wonder 
then that as the trains headed north many voices 
were raised in a parody, 

"I’m glad I’m goin’ from the land of cotton. 

Sad times there are soon forgotten. 

Get away, far away, far away, Dixie Land/' 

The Regiment closed in Camp Shanks, New 
York, on the evening of the 20th of December, 
1943. Just forty-five minutes from Broadway, 
Shanks was near the big city, and yet far for the 
men of the 508th. 

For three days the troopers double-timed around 
the post taking more physical examinations, check- 
ing equipment, making pay allotments, and listen- 
ing to lectures. Learning to abandon ship in case 
of emergency was another part of the training. By 
the afternoon of the 23rd the Regiment was all set, 
and that evening passes were issued to half the 
men. 

Without patches or wings, and with boots un- 
bloused the troopers set out for New York. Every- 
one was convinced that the time for the last fling 
had come, and the wine flowed freely. Trying to 
take in as much of the town as possible in one 
night, few of the men returned to camp until just 
before reveille. After an uneventful day the other 
fifty per cent of the Regiment started for the city 
on Christmas Eve. Those who lived in New York 
made plans for a final Christmas dinner with their 
families. Others planned a big evening the next 
night. However, at reveille in the morning the 
word was passed around that the final alert had 
been given the Regiment. The men of the 508th 
were restricted to the camp on Christmas Day. 
Luckily the mailman was kind and great piles of 
Christmas packages arrived in the morning. Though 
the personnel running the camp did all they could 
to liven up the day by serving an excellent meal, 
the holiday was not too merry. Sitting on their 
bunks in the billets, the troopers gazed solemnly 
at one another and talked of the good time they 
could have been having at home. 

Just before dark on the 27th of December full 
equipment was shouldered and the officers and men 
of the 508th began the march through camp to the 
train station. Loaded in a matter of minutes, the 
Regiment began the ride along the banks of the 
Hudson to the Weehawken ferry. The name of the 
boat and the location of the pier were still unknown 



to all but a few of the key officers. The only in- 
formation that had been passed down was that the 
Regiment was sailing on ship NY695. As the Wee- 
hawken ferry started its eastward trip across the 
Hudson, everyone felt sure they were to sail on one 
of the luxury liners from Manhattan. 

However, the ferry turned downstream and after 
a half-hour trip pulled into pier on Staten Island. 
The regimental band was on the dock trying to 
cheer the men who were loading onto the boat. 
The Red Cross was there complete with coffee, 
doughnuts, and chocolate bars with the same mission 
in mind. 

It seemed as though every member of the ship’s 
crew had a copy of the shipping roster and had 
spread themselves strategically along the pier, sev- 
eral hundred .yards in length. A long column was 
formed with the men prepared to enter the hold 
of the ship alphabetically by company. On the long 
chance that there might be some individuals present 
who couldn't comprehend the system, everyone’s 
helmet was marked with a number. This simplified 
the work of the men to merely placing the num- 
bers in proper sequence, just like a game. Duffel 
bags weighing in the neighborhood of one hundred 
pounds each were picked up by the men on the 
dock, and the long line began to creep forward. 
As the troopers worked their way back and forth 
across the pier, the duffel bags grew heavier. The 
Red Cross girls handed cups of steaming coffee to 
the men and placed doughnuts in their hands. The 
system used to ’assure that the cups were returned 
was ingenious. With a duffel bag being steadied 
on one shoulder with one arm, and with doughnuts 
grasped between the teeth, the men had no choice 
but to give up the cup as a chocolate bar was 
shoved at them before mounting the gangplank. 

Inside, the ship was fitted to carry many men, 
though the furnishings were not too comfortable. 
Six-by-two iron pipe bunks over which canvas had 
been stretched were placed in tiers four high. These 
bunks were placed in every nook and cranny on 
the ship, leaving only the space next to the hull 
itself to store the bags, and many of these were 
buried so deep under the others that there was no 
chance of the owners getting to them until the end 
of the voyage. 

Everyone got to sleep as soon as possible after 
a brief orientation which included such vital facts 
as that there would be only two meals served a day, 
which after all is one more than a dog gets, and 
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hot-water showers would be available once to each 
man during the trip. Blackout rules, naturally, were 
very strict. 

At eight in the morning on the 28th of Decem- 
ber, 1943, the ship, its name now revealed as USAT 
James Parker , slid away from the pier and headed 
out through the Narrows to the Atlantic Ocean. 

The routine of ship life soon became apparent 
to every one aboard the James Parker. At dawn the 
long line started for breakfast. Running almost 
completely around the ship, this line was not com- 
pletely absorbed by the messhall until midmorning. 
The rest of the morning until eleven o’clock was 
reserved for exercises on the deck. During the first 
days of the voyage calisthenics were held to assure 
that everyone kept in shape. However, when the 
ship hit deep water and began to roll on the seas 
that smashed into her, sufficient exercise was found 
for most in negotiating the distance from rail to 
rail. 

From eleven until the chow line began to form 
in the middle of the afternoon the troopers engaged 
in below deck activities, and while most hit their 
bunks, there were those present who were not above 
an occasional game of chance. After chow in the 
evening, these parlor games were resumed. 

As time passed the number of ships surrounding 
the James Parker increased until finally the sea was 
filled with ships as far as the eye could see. In- 
cluded in the convoy was the battleship Texas , at 
least three aircraft carriers, and several destroyers. 
Occasional diversion was afforded when the gun 
crews assigned to the boat had their daily target 
practice. 

New Year’s Eve did not pass without incident. 
It was suddenly decided that the time had arrived 
for the third in a series of typhus shots, begun 
before sailing. Everyone in the Regiment lined up 
and double-timed through a gantlet of needle- 
wielding medics, some of whom had learned to 
capitalize on the roll of the ship to slap the steel 
into bared arms with greater effect. Others, slightly 
off in their timing, showed uncanny ability to snap 
needles off in their victims’ shoulders. 

As the witching hour approached, there were a 
few hearty souls aboard who refused to let the 
bubbling wake that was facing to the west dim their 
spirits on the festive occasion. Assembling in the 
only semi-private installation on the ship, referred 
to by the Navy for reasons unknown as “the head,” 
they swilled down the few bottles of champagne 



that had been smuggled aboard by thirsty souls. 

After more than eleven days at sea the James 
Parker slid unpretentiously into the harbor at Bel- 
fast, Northern Ireland, before dawn on the 9th of 
January, 1944. 

V 

The process of unloading the James Parker was 
nearly as complicated as the loading operation, and 
by the time the juggling of the rosters had been 
finished, it was late afternoon. Moving by bat- 
talions the 508th marched through Belfast to the 
railroad station, where it entrained for the resort 
town of Port Stewart, Northern Ireland. 

The train, its shrill whistle screaming at every 
crossing, rumbled through a countryside which im- 
pressed the new arrivals as being doll-sized but 
extremely tidy. Thatched roofs on all the homes 
and the preponderance of horse carts seemed quaint 
to these men who had just left the modern homes 
and bustling traffic of the United States. 

Some scoffed at the tiny trains with their ancient 
couplings and trucks, but they were soon to realize 
that these were much more efficient in this small 
country than the standard type for shuttling cargoes 
between the closely spaced villages. 

It was dark when the men arrived at Port Stewart, 
and after the short trip to their new camp everyone 
hit the sack. Billets were the famous Nissen huts, 
corrugated iron buildings looking very much like 
huge gasoline drums split down the middle and 
laid on their sides. The only windows were in the 
wooden ends, each of which also contained a door. 
Ample heat was supplied by the two pot-bellied 
stoves in each hut. 

The remainder of January was spent orienting 
everyone on the customs of the country and in re- 
claiming the Regiment’s excellent physical condi- 
tion, partially lost during the sea voyage. Daily 
hikes and runs were made to nearby villages, com- 
bining the physical training program with orienta- 
tion. Although German planes were very seldom 
seen that far north, strict blackout regulations were 
enforced. The nights were long and so black that 
it was almost impossible to walk along with some- 
one without holding onto his arm. 

This was the first time that the Regiment had 
been subjected to rationing of candy and cigarettes, 
and those who had not taken advantage of the ex- 
cellent PX on the ship to procure vital items soon 
became sorry. Passes were arranged so that fifty 
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pet cent of tile Regiment could go to town every about fighting the Germans. Credit must be given 
night, except of course or* nights when marches to those who selected these victors, for they were 
were ordered. The people qf Northern Ireland all very sincere m their efforts to help, and no {the 
proved to be very friendly and lacked much of the was handed out for the untested soldiers to swallow, 
stand-offishness that had been attributed to them .in A few passes were issued each weekend ro Lon- 
preshipmeht lectures. It was soon discovered, how- donifercy and Belfast. Although Irish tenors stng- 

ever, that chewing gum and hard candy were very ing '‘Danny B6y H were not found m every street 

scarce, and the small children m the neighborhood corner, several unique customs were noticed. The 
soon possessed a fair portion of the PX rations. old Irish sport of coursing was Witnessed by a lucky 
By the end of January the 508th was once again few. Two dogs were turned loose m pursuit of a 
m fop physical shape and the plan of was hare in a field about a hundred yards long. The 

announced. February was to be spent in Ireland only foliage on- the fenced-in field was a single bush 
working on small-unit problems and: fifing weapons., at the far md, and it Was ihere that the tablet 
When this ground training was completed the Regi- sought shelter. Almost invariably the- hare reached, 
men! would move to England where it would re- the bush and refuge in a wired in box, and the 
reive airborne training. After that the fate of the winning dog was picked bv the judges for Its ability 
Regiment lay in the hands' of the war folds. to follow the weaving,, 'dodging animal The pres-. 

Near Crorrmre, the estate on which the: Regiment ence of bookmakers ready to take all bets from two 
was earn perl was a strip of dnne-om-red cmsL shillings to several pounds, the inability of the 
This was quickly converted into a range area where judges to pick the popular winner each time, and 
squad and platoon firmg problems were held. The the legendary temper of Instynert all helped to make 

wai in Italy had proved- that In order to insure an interesting if rough afternoon, 

quick movement through minefields, every infantry- On the iOth of March the 508'th boarded • trains, 
man had to know about enemy mines and how ro fot 8eH:isr After arriving in the city, the troopers 
neutralise them. A mine school was therefore held reversed the procedure of the. 9th of January and 
on the sand dunes. A few troopers were injured loaded' -onto: ft ship bound fm Scotland. The boat 
by demolitiom, but there were no fatalities, and sailed, early ia the morning and steamed into the- 
the school taught much to the men about the mines Firth of Clyde, discharging the 5tt8th onto lighter* 
they would run into in combat. at t^ehekk before duskhT 

Jf any man who was with the Regiment in Ireland Regiment headed east to Glasgow and then south to 
•were questioned on what was die most valuable Nottingham* arriving about rnldcoghr. Again the 
training he got there* he would undoubtedly answer ’organized confusion of unloading and forming by 
that it was knowledge and confidence acquired from company. First sergeants were yelling for their 
battle veterans ^ Afrbo^ Men companies to fail in at fbe ,pIaQ& ' Squad 

from the 505th Faridtute T'eterans .of .the leaders reported their men present tq platoon', see 

Skily and Italy Jumps, Irvgd Witfi each company of geants, and the confusion ended units were 
the AOSth for about a week. They explained what called to attention and marched through the station 
they knew of war and gave many helpful hints to waiting trucks md buses. A t^vminute ride 
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ended at Wollaton Park near the antienf home t>{ ■ mg of Jwop% and although: the weather was un- 
the Sheriff of. ISotri.qghamv: ‘ T?fie . troopers .lived in favorably the Regiment stayed at the aitpott for 
feats located On the ground; ;%here legend had it more chan a week waiting for an 0p|wtunity to take 

Rohm Hood had hunted, off; The importance of >lm particular jump was 

After the usual week Of wifh soon realaed, for the whole Division missed- a 

the camp and beaurifymg the area, training, Rafted, weeks work while waiting. ' 

There were several marches followed by poblems. When the planes finally did take off the weather 
each emphasizing the assembly and maneuvo?^ was still unfavorable. After a . fifteen-minute flight 
of iy parachute unit after a drop. The three bat word was received from the airbase to return, How 
tattoos -were dropped separately near Nottingium ever , heavy clouds prevented the visual signals from 
in problems that closely approximated what would the lead planes from being seen in most cases. Over 
be the Regiment T .first combat jump. T6 practice the D 2 confusion feigned as planes ^ppi^oadbed 
security, each battalion kept secret the date of its ftom all angles at different altitudes. Most had 
own drop from the rest ol the Regiment; AH jumps become lost from their formation and h&d found 
were night jumps, as this would undoubtedly be the DZ on thek own. Here, as in Tennessee, was 
the only way to maice ^myThing but a suicidah landing premonition of what was to happen later in 
on Europe. Normandy; 

Tiring an die range took some of the Regiment s After this jump life reverted to ^ <Kcgstooai night 
time, but must of it was devoted to running tactical problems, near camp aik! NpemUsr. training tor 
problems,; ' mortar, madiine gun. abcl communicarioRS. tnerr 

Toward the end of April a jump Was scheduled m The men of the Regiment had reached the point 
which the entire 82 nd Airborne Division was to where they bad confidence in their buddies and in 
participate, it was the final test before the Storm- each other. They were ready for the acid test. 
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ttfTHOPE that a month or so from today 
I we will be back here preparing ourselves 
JL for our second mission. Until then, a 
happy landing on the Continent, good hunting, and 
good luck.” With these words Colonel Lindquist 
sent the 508th Parachute Infantry from its base 
camp at Wollaton Park, Nottingham, to the air- 
fields for its first combat jump. 

To an outsider the week previous to this move 
would have seemed only organized confusion. As 
truckload after truckload of equipment and ammu- 
nition was brought to the base camp, it was quickly 
broken down to the various units, distributed, and 
rolling equipment bundles began. Because of the 
many necessary inspections these bundles were 
rolled, unrolled and rerolled so many times, that 
hands were thrown up in mock horror, shoulders 
were shrugged, and every one agreed that this, 
indeed, was the Army! 

While the equipping was going on, the immi- 
nence of the operation was brought sharply to mind 
by the presence of armed messengers carrying sealed 
envelopes between the guarded, barbed-wire-sur- 
rounded war tents. Although the majority of the 
men making the jump would know nothing of the 
place, time, or details of execution till just before 
D-day, a great deal of work was being done by the 
staff personnel, not only to plan the drop and the 
fight that would follow, but also to prepare for the 
orientation of the Regiment on its mission. Because 
time would be short, speed and thoroughness would 
be the criteria of the briefing. 

As the period of preparation came to a close, it 
became obvious that the supplying of the unit had 
been thorough. Practically anything could be and 
was procured for the asking. In fact, the work of 
the supply personnel was so complete that each full- 
equipment inspection was accompanied by a de- 
cided feeling of uneasiness at the prospect of jump- 
ing so heavily laden. It seemed more than ever that 
the Regiment was to carry ”the load of a mule 
with the speed of a prairie fox.” 

Buses were loaded in three serials, each corre- 
sponding to a battalion lift for the drop. The 2d 
Battalion and Regimental Headquarters Company 
went to Saltby Air Base, while the other two bat- 
talions went to Folkingham, both fields being lo- 
cated in the Nottingham-Leicester section of Eng- 
land. The entire combat echelon was sealed at the 
airfields behind barbed wire which also inclosed mess 
areas, athletic fields, and headquarters tents. For 
living quarters, hangars were cleared out and filled 



with cots. Details were held to a minimum by using 
base section troops to handle the messes. In fact, 
interior guard was the only regular obligation 
other than preparing for the jump. To further add 
to this somewhat belated luxury, PX rations were 
issued so often that feelings similar to that of the 
fatted calf before the kill abounded. The regi- 
mental band entertained frequently, and movies 
were shown in the hangars every night. 

Life at this time was the most relaxed that the 
Regiment had enjoyed since coming overseas and 
everyone took advantage of it, despite the fact that 
the operation was so close at hand. Morale was 
perhaps at the highest point it had reached since 
Camp Blanding days. Men and officers had trained 
together for more than a year and a half and had 
acquired great confidence in one another. Though 
no outfit ever reaches a state of training where it 
is completely ready for combat, most of the men 
felt that the 508th was as near ready as possible. 

A very decided increase of tension could be 
noticed as D-day approached. Although the date 
of the operation had not been previously announced, 
activities at the fields enabled accurate guesses to 
be made. As the planes began to appear in their 
zebra-striped battle garb, the time came for briefing, 
when every member of the Regiment would learn 
his job and the job of his unit so well that he would 
not lose sight of it in the heat of battle. To aid in 
this orientation, maps, charts, and diagrams had 
been laboriously prepared. Mapograms of the drop 
zone and defensive areas were used in conjunction 
with recent aerial photographs. 

The mission of all airborne troops was to pre- 
vent the enemy from reinforcing his coastal divisions. 

The 82nd Airborne Division, with the 508th at- 
tached, was to drop from eight to ten miles inland 
from the east coast of the Cotentin Peninsula, just 
west of Ste. Mere Eglise. An all-around defense was 
to be established in this vicinity, with the Red Devils 
responsible for the southwest portion of the 
Division’s sector. 

More specifically, the 508th’s mission was to 
seize, organize, and defend its area, destroying the 
crossings over the Douve River at Etienville and 
Beuzeville-la-Bastille, and patrolling the area to the 
front aggressively. One battalion was to assemble 
without delay near the center of the defensive area 
as the reserve battalion of the Division’s parachute 
element, which was to be known as Force A. The 
glider element, Force B, was to start landing imme- 
diately after Force A and was to continue landing 
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different elements until the morning of D plus 1. 

Within the Regiment the 3d Battalion was to 
organize the defensive sector, the 2d Battalion was 
to destroy the bridges across the Douve and remain 
in regimental reserve, and the 1st Battalion was to 
constitute Force A reserve. Each battalion and the 
regimental Intelligence Section was assigned an area 
to patrol. 

As soon as the 4th Division, which would begin 
landing on Utah Beach at Ste. Mere Eglise at FI- 
hour, linked up with the 82nd, the seaborne ele- 
ment of the division, Force C, would join Forces A 
and B, and the entire 82nd Airborne Division would 
either remain in place as flank security for the forces 
sweeping north to Cherbourg, or would drive west 
to cut off the peninsula at its base. 

After the details of the Regiment’s job on the 
ground had been learned by everyone, a pilot-jump- 
master conference was held to clarify the details of 
the flight to the drop zone. As a diversionary meas- 
ure the air convoy was to approach the drop zone 
from west to east, while the seaborne forces fol- 
lowed with assault from east to west. Fighter- 
bombers were to clear a path across the peninsula 
in an attempt to neutralize flak and ground installa- 
tions previous to the arrival of the troop carriers. 
Fighters were to accompany the parachute lifts to 
complete the job started by their big brothers. To 
familiarize all the jumpmasters with what they 
would see from their positions in the door, a night 
map was prepared by the Air Corps which pictured 
only those checkpoints which would be visible from 
the air at the time of the drop. The impression 
created at this conference was extremely favorable, 
and most of those attending had more confidence 
in Troop Carrier Command than at any time pre- 
viously. It did not completely prepare the Regiment 
for what was to come. 

By suppertime on the 5th of June, all last-minute 
changes in equipment had been made, bundles had 
been loaded into the para-racks on the C-47s, and 
final arrangements had been made between jump- 
masters and air crews as to when the bundles would 
be released. Although the final meal was worthy 
of kings, the cooks’ talents had been wasted for the 
most part. Preoccupied minds were oblivious to 
good food. Immediately following the meal the 
entire unit went blackface, using soot from the 
huge blackened stoves in the kitchens. After coffee 
and doughnuts had been consumed, the officers and 
men of the Regiment waddled out to their planes, 



fitted their chutes, and said their last goodbyes. 

Since the parachutist is supplied almost entirely 
by what he carries on his person and what can be 
safely dropped from an airplane, special clothing 
had been designed for him. Trousers with large 
patch pockets were adopted to facilitate carrying 
large quantities of ammunition and rations. For the 
drop on Normarldy this uniform was impregnated 
to offer protection against gas attack. In the pockets 
were carried one complete K ration consisting of 
three meals, several D ration chocolate bars, two 
fragmentation grenades, one smoke grenade, one 
antitank Gammon grenade, and other articles to 
suit the individual. 

Over this jumpsuit was worn a belt supported by 
suspenders. On the belt were hung canteen, shovel, 
first-aid packet, bayonet, and compass. A gas mask 
was secured to the left leg, a trench knife was 
strapped to one boot, and another aid packet was 
strapped to the other. These boots, too, were proc- 
essed to resist gas. Over both shoulders were slung 
bandoleers of ammunition. Some of the men carried 
binoculars. 

Next the parachute back-pack and harness fitted, 
and from the harness was suspended a musette bag 
containing, in addition to clean socks and extra am- 
munition, a ten-pound antitank mine. The reserve 
chute was strapped across the chest to secure all 
this equipment. After putting on his camouflage- 
covered helmet, adjusting his chin cup, and picking 
up his rifle, the paratrooper was set to go. For the 
trip across the Channel a Mae West life preserver 
was placed over the head. 

Under each of the squat C-47s were secured six 
bundles containing light machine guns, mortars, 
ammunition, and mines. These were to be released 
by the jumpmaster just before he jumped. 

With less than two hours left before the arrival 
of the much heralded D-day, 2056 Red Devils were 
at last airborne on their way to their first combat, 
thinking that during this particular month their 
jump pay was to be hard earned. For the Mortar 
Platoon of the 3d Battalion it was indeed one of 
those days when nothing goes well. The starboard 
engine of the plane jumped by the platoon leader, 
First Lieutenant Neal W. Beaver, refused to start. 
The Air Corps showed their prowess by the rapidity 
with which they changed the equipment to another 
plane. The three planes carrying the platoon took 
off fifteen minutes late, and caught the rest of their 
lift over the English Channel. 
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As the formations passed between Guernsey and 
Jersey Islands, the presence of the fighter escort was 
apparent by the efficient way in which enemy search- 
lights were neutralized. Before making landfall, 
the formations flew through thick cloud banks and 
became hopelessly separated. Although previously 
jumped pathfinder teams were to set up their radar 
equipment on the DZ, only one plane in each lift 
was equipped with a homing device. Consequently 
after the planes became split up, it was up to each 
individual pilot to carry his cargo to the proper 
place. 

During this flight the Regiment received its bap- 
tism of fire. A friend to the troopers was the dark- 
ness in the planes, for everyone, afraid that fear 
would show on his face, desired to keep his emo- 
tions to himself. The magnificent spectacle of the 
invasion fleet, seemingly spread over the entire 
Channel, went almost completely unappreciated due 
to the imminence of the job at hand. 



The first machine-gun fire seemed unreal, the 
glowing bullets rising very slowly at first and then 
snapping by with a rush. To the men in the planes, 
now standing up and pressing for the door, every 
shot seemed to be headed directly for them. The 
night seemed filled with the snapping of 20mm 
shells as they burst nearby. The heavier crunch of 
flak bursts could also be heard. Several of the low- 
flying craft were damaged by this fire. 

When at last the jumpmasters shouted “Let’s 
go!” there was a brief shuffle for the door, a mo- 
ment of suspense and the helpless feeling of floating 
calmly and uncontrollably into the German fire. A 
quick, hopeful glance at the terrain below was 
enough to tell most of the Regiment that they were 
not in the proper place, but w'ere lost several miles 
into enemy territory. 

II 



The section of France into which the Regiment 
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parachuted, relatively flat and only slightly above 
sea level, is traversed by two rivers, both flooded 
by the Germans to create invasion obstacles. The 
Douve River flows roughly west to east a few thou- 
sand yards south of the proposed drop zone, and 
the Merderet River flows north to south, joining 
the Douve two miles south of the DZ. 

The north-south road crossings of the Douve are 
located at Etienville and Beuzeville-la-Bastille. Two 
causeways over the Merderet are located at La Fiere 
and Chef-du-Pont, directly east of the DZ, the 
Paris-Cherbourg railway crossing farther north. 

In this area the fields are unique in that they are 
divided not by fences, but by hedgerows bordered 
by deep ditches and topped with thick foliage, 
brush, and trees sometimes towering seventy-five 
feet into the air. Seldom exceeding fifty yards in 



length and interspersed with many orchards, these 
fields give the countryside a quality of sameness 
which makes navigation, especially at night, diffi- 
cult. The combination of small fields, thick hedge- 
rows, and inundated and swampy areas tend to 
limit movement and almost eliminate observation. 
It is interesting to note that although flooded for 
more than a year, many of the inundated areas did 
not show up on aerial photographs. This phe- 
nomenon doubtlessly was caused by heavy under- 
brush concealing the water. 

Defending against an invasion in this area, the 
Germans employed three principal types of troops. 
The first of these were the coastal troops, whose 
mission it was to repel the beach assaults. These 
for the most part were second-line while the better 
outfits, constituting the second type employed, re- 
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mained committed on short notice over a large area men to i&nd wore able to Achieve some surprise, 
to repulse or contain a beachhead. The third type, "We assembled t he heads of all three sticks under 
anrtpsiachute troops armed with automatic weapons. Lieutenant Williams," he stated, ' but I didn't see 
were garrisoned- in almost ull the small towns and the rest of. the men until the Regiment assembled 
Villages throughout the peninsula, ready to be almost a week later. The 1st Battalion jumped on 
thrown into battle pruned lately. On the rooming om set, and we assembled with them.'* 
of June 6?h, when the Regiment reached France:, : in charge oi this reorganization was Major 
these antiparachuUsts had been alerted and were Shields Warren, Jm executive officer of the 1st Bat- 
waiting. taljon. Establishing *rdeiense near the radar equip- 

AI though the planer carrying the 2d and. $d Bar ment, he sent numerous patrols through the area, 
ta I ions were widely separated, the tst Battalion lift recovering as many equipment bundles as could be 
kept formation fairly well until two minutes from found,.; After dawn this group, now more than wo 
drop time when they encountered extremely heavy hundred strong, started northeast towards the area 
fire, Off course for a time, the plane leading this lift near GeufcteviUe ffou had been previously desig- 
picked up the radar signals before the drop and nated for Force A Reserve, After reaching this 
changed direction, dropping the battalion m the area, the Red Devils cleared it oi enemy, and spent 
radar sets. However, since pathfinder £earr& them? tine rest of the day fending off Gemrin attacJb. 
selves had been dropped south of the drop zone, Meanwhile, First Lieutenant Barry E Albright of 
some of the l si Battalion men landed m the Douve, Company E. landing farther wesr, had his hands 
while the majority landed just north of. the river, full; "’When l hit the ground & burp gun was firing 
fo genexaL the 2d fiattaboo chopped in an area from the far hedgerow. It took rm about twenty 
which straddled the Merdcret, cast of the DZ. The mjnutes to work myself out of my chute am] off 
3d, Baital ton. was widely scattered, the battalion the open field. During this hme a direct hit was 
t"p{hihander r Lieutenant ColoftH Lptits ,G. tnadfcon a C*47, and it burst into flame The motors. 

h\ T Assembling a small group near >he DZ, while opened up wick making a most ungodly scream 
one of !m companies, Company <X commanded by as the plane crashed. 

Captain Frank j. Novak, asssmhled almost one 'h was quite dear that we could not assemble 
hundred per cent near the beach eight miles .to . the. and secure our equipment as planned. After cheek- 
e-a.se ; v u»g nq compass, 1 figured the, direction most likely 

Tfolmiuan Fifth Grade Francis J Laniriuteux, to lead Xq the bathdiuh defensive iafea/ Afc fibr in 
member of yr stick led by Second Lieutenant Gene the morning TTouud the -Battalion- CP, vOAsisring 
Hv •Williams, jumped with the radar and found chat of Colonel Shan ley and a bout fi/tv meuT 
enemy fire on the ground was spasmodic. However, This group w&s under hce v a n d no one could be 
this was' undoubtedly due to the tact that the first certain of Ids exact location. Therefore’ • Lieu 
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tenant Colonel Thomas J. B. Shanley, 2d Battalion 
commander, sent Lieutenant Albright on patrol to 
see if he could locate the position accurately. 

Lieutenant Albright with two men moved south, 
and, climbing a tree, was able to locate the church 
steeple in Picauville. He could see the bridge at 
Etienville being dive-bombed. The patrol then re- 
turned, made its report, and moved north to locate 
any friendly troops which might be in the area. 
Lieutenant Albright met First Lieutenant Norman 
MacVicar, also of E Company, with about two hun- 
dred men and stayed with them until nightfall. 
Then, under cover of darkness, he led the group 
to Colonel Shanley’s position. 

A patrol from Major Warren’s group reported 
to Colonel Shanley, asking for help near Geutte- 
ville. At this time radio contact was established 
with Regimental Headquarters across the Merderet 
and orders were issued for both groups to proceed 
to Hill 30 — a small knoll on the west bank of the 
Merderet from which both the crossing at La Fiere 
and the one at Chef-du-Pont could be controlled. 
Colonel Shanley sent word to Major Warren to join 
him east of Picauville, and at about 1900 on 6 June 
the two groups met. They moved in a column of 
twos to the hill, arriving about 0200 the following 
morning. Preparation of defensive positions was 
started immediately, and the 3d Battalion men were 
sent out to establish a roadblock near the west end 
of the Chef-du-Pont causeway. Vigorous patrolling 
went on during the night, both to keep contact with 
the enemy and to recover any equipment bundles 
in the area. The men on Hill 30 had only small 
arms, including several light machine guns, one .50 
caliber machine gun, and but little ammunition. 
They had only two 60mm mortars for supporting 
weapons, also with a very limited supply of ammu- 
nition. 

After dawn an aggressive enemy attack of com- 
pany strength failed to penetrate the positions of 
the paratroopers. Later a Mark III tank attacked 
and was set afire and driven off by a .50 caliber 
machine gun manned by Corporal John Kochanic. 
In the fight Kochanic lost a finger. 

Although another attack in the afternoon was 
repulsed, the 3d Battalion roadblock was forced 
back. Sergeant Ralph J. Busson of H Company 
placed accurate 60mm mortar fire on the enemy, 
breaking up this attack. The night was quiet, but 
the men on the hill were hopelessly short of ammu- 
nition, heavy weapons, and blood plasma. 



“I saw a guy with both legs mangled lying at 
the aid station,” later reported Corporal George M. 
Moore of the 3d Battalion. “There was no plasma 
or morphine, and he kept mumbling over and over, 
'Oh God, please let me die, please let me die.’ I 
don’t think I’ll ever forget that!” 

About forty-five 1st Battalion men who had not 
been able to assemble with Major Warren’s group 
began organizing near Montessy on the banks of 
the Douve. This group made its initial contact with 
the enemy at 0645 on the morning of D-day, when 
a patrol led by Corporal Robert L. Crawford over- 
ran a German observation post. One prisoner was 
taken, and the rest of the enemy were killed. 

Leaving the Montessy area about 1300 in the 
afternoon, the patrol travelled north to the highway 
connecting Chef-du-Pont and Etienville. As the 
rear guard crossed the highway, several Jerry trucks 
loaded with men came into sight. Firing on the 
last two trucks, the troopers inflicted heavy casualties 
on the enemy. 

Immediately after this action Captain Jonathan 
E. Adams, A Company commander, was found, and 
after being briefed on the situation, he took charge 
and the group moved towards Hill 30. Upon 
reaching a point about 1200 yards north of Mon- 
tessy, the flank patrols were fired upon, and a heavy 
fire fight soon developed. During the battle several 
casualties were sustained by the Americans. When 
it became apparent to Captain Adams that he had 
encountered more than token resistance, he moved 
his men into defensive positions. The bitter fighting 
continued until after dark. 

The men landing farthest east were those of G 
Company. Assembling before dawn, complete al- 
most to the man, on a patch of high ground near 
the coast, about a thousand yards north of Utah 
Beach, they had ringside seats for the invasion. 
These G Company men were able to see the LCIs 
form in waves for the assault, were able to see and 
hear the initial softening-up barrage, but luckily 
were in a position where they were not subjected to 
the fire of our own artillery. During the morning 
Captain Novak decided to head west in an attempt 
to cross the Merderet River and reach the regimental 
defensive position. 

Almost as soon as they started the company began 
to hear the fight for Ste. Mere Eglise, and the com- 
pany commander decided to investigate, but by the 
time they arrived the 505th Parachute Infantry had 
the situation well in hand. Why G Company’s 
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proffered aid was refused will • probshly never be Two platoons •• of; Sherman tanks. undoubtedly 
u&der&#<^ for the records show that the issue w&$ among the hm ashore in Prance, irnWuf at the 
not settled in Ste, Mere Eglrse till the evening of D crossroads .end part of the troopers climbed aboard, 
plus l: The company then moved south towards Advancing west and then east this group' attempted 
the highway ’pining the beaches with (diet du- Pont, to flank enemy troops in the Ste r Mere Eglise area. 
Not being able to move very rapidly through the . but before it had dosed with the enemy,. Genera! 
sniper infested hedgerows the company was forced Gavin came up and ordered ail *OBth men to Chef- 
to dig; in. defensively attex daifc du-Ponb where Colonel Lindquist had established 

Continuing on their route the next morning, G the regimental CP, 

Company contacted elements of the 4th Infantry The other large gn>up %}£ the Regnnent east of 
Division -which had fought its way in from the the Merderet River was composed of Regimental 
beach at the main crossroads south of Ste. Mere Headquarters Company and putt of the three kiL 
Eglise. Here Captain Neva’s force was strength- tal ions under Colonel LindquistsT direct command, 
•ened by the 8 1 mm mortar platoon of the vi Bat- They landed on the banks of the Merdetet west of 
ration. These men had also been fortunate in that Ste Mire Egiise. Encountering harassing enemy fire 
they had been able to assemble •' initially- without while: reorganizing, • these men moved southwest 
interference from the Germans. with the intention of crossing the river at La Piere, 
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and then moving to the .proposed' regimental 
defensive area. 

Stiff resistance was met at the La Fiere causeway. 
The jerries had plenty of artillery on the other side 
of the river, and they threw aerial bursts over onto 
the troopers The Germans sustained several cas- 
ualties, but proved to be of too great strength for 
the small group of Amet&a$s. - the east end of the 
causeway vvas no one could cross until 

the Germans were driven from the other side. 

Colonel Lindquist made contact with General 
Cf&vM/and the 508th group was relieved by one 
battalion of the 505th. The Colonel then took fats 
men to a. railway .viaduct east of La Fiere and 
organized this position for the night. 

The ne?ct day these men moved north, cfejing 
snipers and small groups of enemy out of tbf afe?i 
northwest of Ste. Mere Egltse and prey etsting the 
enemy from flanking the town from this otherwise 
undefended quarter. After this had beef accom-;. 

ft became apparent that the group 
could be of no more material assistance in the area, 
'Cotone! Lindquist decided to assemble all the Red 
Devils that were east of the Merderet at Chef d& 
Font Captain Simonds of the 2d Battalion was 
holding the town and the east end of the causeway 
over the Merderet with a- group of twenty- five men. 
Captain Taylor and Captain Novak formed a pro- 
visiomf battalion of all troops arriving at the as- 
sembly area. Company H men were, sent south to 
relieve. Captain ^loads' men at the east end of the 
Chefdu-Pont causeway, and other groups were dis- 
patched from the assembly area to smite the bank 
of the river between the two causeways. 

By the evening of June; 7 V D plus L the major 
part of the 508th was assembled in three groups^ 
One, under Colonel Shanley on Hit! 30, was com- 
posed of men and officers from all ffcmee battalions. 
The second was made up of 1st Battalion' men, with 
Captain Adams commanding south of Hill 30. The 
third group was Colonel Lindquists at Chef du- 
Pont During the bight a patrol- under First Lfcu- 
tenant Walter j. Ling left the Regimental CP at 
2330, contacted Colonel Shanley, and returned 
before dawn. 

The recovery of equipment was a pressing neces- 
sity for the Regiment since the wide dispersal cmd 
immediate combat alter the drop had resulted, m 
of bundles Now patrols working be- 

tween the three main elements of the Regiment and 
on local reconnaissance found evidence that a good 




A frtbch dvi/ian offers information on fbt location of Gmtfnvn . 
item at Chef duMont 



deal Of the equipment dropped as resupply did not 
'r-fiJlTato- Apuffiican. hands. Empty ration and ammu- 
nition con tamers were spread over ground pre- 
viously held by the enemy, , * , • - 
\Smce; Cements' t4 •• ibe: I0t$t Airborne Division 
Wete uL^Cupp the area south of the regimental CP t 
a patrol was; sent from Chef-duTpoqt to the small 
settlements of Le Port and Carquebut to make con- 
tact. Both towns were: found to be. occupied by the - 
enemy, and no cordact wav nude with friendly 
forces In the early afternoon Captain Taylor took 
pari of his proviskmal battalioti to Garquebut where 
most of the Jerries had withdrawn into the buildings, 
in. particular-, a great number were crowded into 
the village church. After a short fire fight the enemy 
surrendered, much. to . the chagrin of the men who 
found "themselves presented with a wonderful chance 
to kill Germans without absorbing casualties. Taken 
prisoner wette 6 officers, 7 NCOs, and more than 
100 privates, a larger force than Captain Taylor 
had. brought with him. While some of the men 
marched the prisoners to the vicinity of the CP, the 
rest of the force cleared Le Port with only slight 
rosjosfjce. raking more prisoners. 

Meanwhile Staff Sergeant Robert D. Shields, a 
member of Captain AdamsL group, had gone on 
patrol on the night of D plus t v procuring the parts 
Jbecessary to repair the SCR TOO at Captain Adams' 
CP On the afternoon of June 8 radio contact was 
wi$h Colonel Shanley, and be bjfd^d Cap- 
tain Adams to move to Hill 30 However, enemy 
resistance was such that Captain Adams Was soon 
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The Germans were: attacking Hill 30 froth three 
sides.. Having forced the roadblock Gn'theAvest end 
of the causeway back the day before, the Germans 
pressed their advantage by ri* rowing foe full weight 
of then attack wit this same point again At this 
time Colonel Sh an Icy decided to eoun rerat tack m 
order to reestablish the roadblock- Leading a com 
bat patrol of about thirty .men, Frist Ikuteoabt 
Lloyd PoUette and SevOnd foeutenarA^ Woodrow W 
MilUaps moved towards the causeway. Thu action of 
this patrof has beep recogpried by the Theafe His- 
torian as one of t he outstanding feats of the period 
of instability in Normandy, The enemy ww, holed 
up m buildings for rl^e most part and fought fjiu- 
ricaffy, determined not to giv< up these positions 
from which a flanking movement on Hit! 3u could 
be launched Lieutenants Polletre and Mill sups, 
later’ tv be acclaimed as two of the really outsUnch 
t% combat men in the Regiment showed their love 
for a .fight by aggressively engaging the enemy and 
personally routing many of them from the buildings. 
In some erf the fiercest fighting yet seen on the folk 
the roadblock was reeshibiislicd and reinforced, and 
all the buddings m> the viemijy were cleared of 
German troops. 

LiCUtoUnt Albright; arriving at one Of his OPs 
on Hill AOc f<‘Un 4 efyrid y irrfjfofoy milling .around, 
a few |tM r ay, app$f$oriy ar* Indication, of. 

an impending attack Taking advantage of the re 
gently established radio contact with Regiment, be 
called for the guns of the 3l%h Glider field Artfo 
tefydu fire far him Delivering- effec- 

tive fire, these guns broke up all semblance .oLoxgan- 
nation among the enemy in the area. Lieutenant 
Albright thus b^me.foe frist vnernbei of the.^OSth 



Darin^ ||ie a Fftthooo M D plus 2, an urgerit rail 
from Hill 30 Was received by Captain. Cbl- 

bnel ShanieyA wounded men were desperately in 
need of blood plasma, and all the patrols sent out by 
him were unable to locate a uv. Asking for volunteers 
among bis mem Captain A Jams received three: Frist 
Lieuten)mt Ray Murray and Corpora! jkrmes £ Grech 
erf f he 3d b;Ucaltdn light niiaHiihg gun platoon* md 
Privcue First Class Cried I i of 1st 'Battalion Bead- 
quarters Gornpanc 

fo GftrihVt*. wbikifl#: wounded. *2). The. .ipe'di ci <&ro f of a waohded 
civilian jSf.K fvofvafl«rn 
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Activity. -in the aye# during the day plus the report to move hfe group across: .the La Ftere cause-way 
mack hy Sergeant Shields after returning from pa* to join the group under Colonel Sb&nky. Moving 
trol the : tifghf/fefore-:seemed to indicate that Captain - out before rrphrt, the men proqidecf up the rail- 
Adams' position was completely surrounded. Tire way running north from CJbeTduTont Equipment 
route of least resistance to Hill $$ appeared to be chutes visible everywhere fer the swampy areas 
over && inundated area which day directly between around me railroad tracks. Arriving at the cause 
two groups of troopers, blood way, the men spread md welt before crossing, for 

■tb .their bodies, the three rrten slipped through the although the 525th Glider Infantry had already 
lines alter dark. Meeting only harassing small cleared the area: long-range machine-gun fire .bite 
amis' fire m the way to the flooded area, the patrol asset! any attempted crossing The eftecbvenes:* of 
waded ami swam to the south slope of the hill, our ’'artillery could be seen at the west end of the 
where they left OrceUi ib cover r heir attempts to .causeway, whete.a smalt; group of bail drugs was 
find a safe route out of the water, Meeting heavy almost ohlstera fed. Dead Germans and Americans 
enemy fire from positions on the bank, the patrol lying a few feet from each other rectified to the 
leader decided to draw back and circle around to bitterness of the battle that was fought here by the 
the left, thus avoiding the enemy on the bank.. Jen v25rh. Fighting then, way south from the causeway 
ries had seen the patrol enter the swamp and were against small isolated groups of Germans, the men 
coming, arte? them. . With their • route of wi'thdmva'l soon Arrived in the vicinity of Ftcauville, overrun 
thus cut, the patrol moved forward again to find niog from the rear the enemy who wei'e attacking 
a hole , in the enemy defenses. They got .dose Colonel Shardev '5 .positions. 

enough in recognise some of the men 'on a Hill 50 Meanwhile* Lieutenant Albright was again direct’ 
outpost bur these mem thinking the patrol to be ing the 75mm pick howitzers: of the 3 1 9th Field 
enemy, opened fate. Unable to sfop this fire, the Artillery from Hilt TjLtfe time a battery of enemy 
patrol withdrew, fired on now by- both the Gttmatt* infantry howitzers was the target. They had. moved 



During the next day, the 9Qtli Div 
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At Brst it stoqd fhrt#. feet ir* the air. and then it 
started to subside— pst, like turning off * fountain !'’ 
{Wring up tbe tot of the dead man, the trooper 
tore the toiband bat foi a souvenir huftied to 
get away before too mudh attention was drawn to 
the spot On examining tbe battond later, Liaj- 
ienanl Braiuien. found inside the • name of Major 
General FaDey, commander of one of the coastal 
divisions. 

For the next three days Lieutenant Brannen was 
chased by the Germans almost constantly, and most 
of the time he was alone In the town of Amfre- 
viilec Braanen was with two other raen when they 
wete discovered by the Germans in a little, shed. 
Deciding to make a ran for it, the Lieutenant led 
the way He almost ran into a jerry machine gun, 
and only the tost of fuck kept him from being hit. 
H* noticed that the men had not followed him* 
and 2 tier hiding m £v hedgerow he heard 



A thowd h*tu! vat tiandord trqatnreni for fU&r? Kbllp baralot* In Franc# 



some 

the Regiment'to niw back oT Hilt 30 to TeorgatoF Americans the town yell mg at the Germans The 
Captain Adams group arrived shortly, and men next sound was a burst .from a Jerry machine pistol, 
began to straggle jo singly or in small groups. Returning to the shed later, Brannen found only an 

- Ml rifle. He later met advanced units of me 9CHh 

It was at this time that many of the individual Division, and .fourth to way bade to the Regiment, 
stories of the fits? few days ome to light. He rejoined his company in the assembly area on 

Lieu tenant Henry LeFdhcrc of the 1st Battalion Hill 30 very much tbe worse for wear;, 
had spen? several days hiding in a hedgerow, oruy 

a few feet ftom a German machine gptr. He held ft was also at this time that word first reached 
his breath every time the guard was" changed, for. foe Regiment that one of the Regimental Head- 
the. Germans walked right by. bis position. Troops quarters Company's planes had been separated from 
advancing from the beach finally drove the enemy its formation and had dropped its load nine kilo- 
off. meters south of Cherbourg. Captains Abraham and 

Johnson and Technician Fifth Grade McCloud were 
Lieutenant Malcolm D. Brannen, commanding among those who fought their way back to the 
Headquarters Company of the 3d Battalion, had a 308th. Their story was typical of the small groups 
unique experience. Landing in a tree, be struggled that had been on tlieir own since D-day. There were 
with his harness fill nearly dawn before he got to running fights with the enemy, rapid movements by 
the ground. While making inquiries at a nearby night, harassing skirmishes, and always the great 
farm house as to his exact location, Lieutenant uncertainty of who would be found if the regi.- 
Brannen was surprised to see a German staff cat mental area were reached, 
round the corner down the road and head for the 

house. After the driver ignored his signal to stop. During these first few days the work of the Medi- 
Trieu tenant Brannen and the three men with him cal Detachment was marvelous. Almost always 
opened fire. The car crashed, killing a major in the working without sufficient materials, the men of the 
front seat, and stoonmg the driver. The third oc Geneva Cross imparted to the wounded a comfort 
cupant was thrown onto the mad. injured, and while of mind as well as of body. The casual "you'll 
he yelled. "Don't kill I Don't kill !*’ this Jerry inched be OK now, trooper" muttered after a first-aid treat- 
toward his Luger lying a few feet away. Just as ment did more good than all the drugs iri the/Wbfld 
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fire that was to typify their actions throughout the 
rest of the campaign. 

At this time the battalions were commanded by 
Major Warren, Lieutenant Colonel Shanley, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Mendez. Lieutenant Colonel 
Batcheller, still missing, was later found to have 
been killed on D-day. The depleted size of the 
Regiment was testimony to the fact that the success 
with which the Red Devils had harassed the enemy 
had not been without cost. 

Ill 

June 11 and 12 were spent in regrouping the 
Regiment and in preparing for the next mission. 
The overall situation on the peninsula at this 
time was good. All the beaches had been taken, 
and a sizeable beachhead had been formed. Al- 
though the British on the left flank were running 
into much armor, in the American sector the Ger- 
mans had been incapable of launching a large-scale 
coordinated attack. A bridgehead south of the 
Douve River was the next task of the airborne di- 
visions. After the peninsula had been cleared the 
Americans would attempt a breakthrough to the 
south. An area had to be prepared from which this 
attack could jump off. 

On the evening of the 11th a patrol from the 
regimental S-2 Section was sent across the Douve 
at Beuzeville-la-Bastille to determine the resistance 
that would be met in forcing a bridgehead at that 
point, and also to determine enemy strength south 
of the river. Such was the plan, but the execution 
was not so simple. In fact as soon as the patrol 
got out into deep water, the boat sank. Everyone 
got safely ashore, and the plan was abandoned. 

At midnight on the 12th Lieutenant Goodale led 
Company F across the river at Beuzeville-la-Bastille 
in assault boats. On reaching the south shore, he 
radioed the regimental commander for artillery on 
the town to disorganize the enemy. A fifteen-minute 
barrage by not only the 319th Field, but also by 
heavier artillery, was climaxed by F Company’s 
attack on the town. While the artillery barrage was 
being fired, men of the 307th Airborne Engineer 
Battalion began to bridge a gap in the causeway 
leading across the river. By the time enemy re- 
sistance had been neutralized, including the de- 
struction of two German tanks, the Regiment began 
to move across the river. By 0500 in the morning 
the entire Regiment had completed this move, and 
all battalions were on the way to their objectives. 



The 1st Battalion was to move to a regimental 
reserve area near Coigny. The 2d Battalion was to 
proceed southeast to Baupte, clear the town, and 
contact elements of the 101st Airborne Division to 
the southeast on a causeway which bridged a tribu- 
tary of the Douve, and the 3d Battalion was to move 
due south from Beuzeville-la-Bastille to the Tail- 
lerfer area on the Regiment’s right flank. 

The 1st Battalion led the Regiment across the 
causeway and immediately started towards its objec- 
tive. Lieutenant Weaver was in command of a com- 
bat patrol which preceded the rest of the battalion. 
Meeting two German medium tanks in the vicinity 
of Cretteville, a settlement south of the crossing, the 
patrol was able to destroy them with Gammon gre- 
nades and bazookas. The rest of the battalion had 
cleared the town before 0800 in the morning and 
was on the way to Coigny. However, at Fracquetot 
five more enemy tanks were encountered — French 
Renaults that the Jerries were using. Clumsy and 
slow, these were no match for the battalion, and 
were soon destroyed. By 1600 in the afternoon the 
1st Battalion was located at Coigny and had estab- 
lished an all-around defense. Major Warren then 
sent Companies A and B with a 57mm anti-tank 
gun from B Battery of the 80th Airborne AA Bat- 
talion attached to each company, to clear the area 
south of the Douve through which the Regiment did 
not pass, but for which it was responsible. In this 
maneuver Company A, commanded by Captain 
Adams, ambushed and destroyed five light tanks and 
routed a tank CP. Both companies returned to 
Coigny by 2300 that night, their mission completed. 
Because they had not protected their armor with 
sufficient infantry, the Germans lost twelve tanks in 
one day to the 1st Battalion. 

The 3d Battalion crossed the causeway at Beuze- 
ville-la-Bastille after the 1st, and followed by Regi- 
mental Headquarters Company, they moved south- 
west along the hedgerows. Although they did not 
have to leave the approach-march formation, small 
enemy outposts were encountered from time to time, 
and the area was spotted with snipers. Among the 
prisoners taken were some in the black uniforms of 
Panzer troops. One of the snipers apprehended 
claimed that more than one hundred specially 
trained Germans were dispersed throughout the area 
with orders td snipe at the Americans until their 
ammunition was expended. He admitted that most 
of his comrades, like himself, were not too keen 
about their job. 
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By early afternoon the 5^ Battalion was in posi*/; 
tion with its front to the south between Pont A ur>y. 
and Ho tot, The regimental commancipf;st was 
located in Taillgcfer. It was about tills time that 
mo$t of the prisoners ^eetned ^tereotyped, : They all 
had the same story to tell their captors: Members 
of permari'Otvupkd countries., they had Been forced - 
into uniform. Yes; their companies were way under 
strength. The American artillery was discouraging 
to the German soidiet, No, they had up pih'cers 
left. Their companies were commanded by ser- 
geants who left them m outposts for days without 
rations. And so they would emerge from the hedge- 
rows After half an bout of sniping, with empty 
cartridge belts and hands m the ait ? yeifing v r> Me. 
PotekU Me shoot h igh |,fc ; ‘ , T! - 

The 2d Battalion's objective* Banple, proved to 
be by for the most difficult of those' assigned to the 
Regiment Moving across the Douve at 0500 in 
the morning, the battalion was joined by the F 
Company force which had ;£fg$ed vBj^^vilted'ia--- 
BasUlfe,. From this point led die bat- 

talion towards Baupt'e. The first signs of opposition 
came when E Company ahTbu^fed two Renault 
tanks, relatively unprotected as was other armor 
in this area. These were swiftly taken cart? of by 
E Company, and the Red Devils continued Cm. their 
way. While still a mile and a half northeast of 
Baupre, the battalion r^r) into extremely heavy small 
arms fire Colonel Stanley drew his command irm> 
a perimeter defense, and sent pat rote to reco mmta 
to the front. A. consolidated consensus of the it 
suits of these patrols seemed to indicate the area 
was held by .at least a battalion of enemy infantry 
mi pported by armor and art* 11 m\ 

At shortly after 1^00 in the afternoon: after the 
319th had laid down a preparatory barrage, the 2d 
Battalion attacked Baupte. Companies D and f 
were m the assault echelon, while Company E re 
maltad Company F cleared the southern 

half -pf ibe town after a fire fight that lasted more 
than an hour- Company D fought -its: way to the 
outskirts of the northern end of the town against 
bitter opposition. In the wake M these two com- 
panies were several groups of dead Germans who 
had decided to fight to the end of the hedgerow' 
strongpojhrs Everywhere were strewn gas masks, 
pack?; helmets, and ammuiiitjjon — the debris that 
always marks * hotly contested battle. F Company 
had destroyed four 20mm dua bpurpnse guns, while 




an entire company of Germans was overrun by D 

Company. 

Northeast of Baupt'e P Company encountered a 
strongly defended vehicle p2*h. Colonel Shantery 
sem his reserve, H Company, through the section 
ot . the town already cleared by p Company. Then 
D and E Companies jdttad in a coordinated attack 
that soon had the Germans reeling. The 2d Bat- 
talion bazookas accounted for ten tanks in seizing 
the motor pool, ihi German materiel of all kinds 
was found by ^ mduding fifty yehfeles, 

ga-sojihep and d&k the battalion. had 

reoygmized and was, : m complete control of the 
town and the causeway; A railroad bridge east of 
the town and a nearby advert were demolished by 
the attached piitoorrof Cbmpady D, . 307 th Airborne 
Engineers. ;• * ' T . : C'; * ' **': . 

Da tfe causeway south of Rsdipte, contact W 2 s 
made with the id 1st Airbo me Div is ion < The bridge- 
head south -of the Douve now extended from the 
vicinity of Carentan in the east to a point neat Pont 
Auny, The battle for Baupte was the fiercest of- 
fensive aeHonm which the Regiment had partici- 
pated. and the 2d Battalion did a job of which it 
was rightly proud. 

OrTidihg that the most vulnerable part of the 
reghheftfoi Sfcdor was tn the vieinfit)" Ot the 2d Bat- 
talions action, Colonel Lindcjuist alerted the 1st 
.Battalion, and at a few minutes after 0100 of the 
morning cd June 14; Major War, ten moved his men 
ftwm Cofgny to the ■ vidrdty of Baupr>?, A defense 
was established by this battalion west of the town 

At 0730 oh the 1 4fh the 3d tattafkm was ai- 
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tacked by a small force in the vicinity of Pont Auny. 
With effective use of 81mm mortars which obtained 
some bursts off buildings, the attack was quickly re- 
pulsed. Colonel Mendez informed the regimental 
commander soon after this that directly south of 
his battalion’s position a large force of enemy was 
assembling. The 319th Field Artillery delivered a 
fifteen-minute barrage in this area, and no attack 
developed. 

At 1030 the 1st Battalion moved from the Baupte 
area to clear the ground in front of the 3d Bat- 
talion’s sector. Moving to a line of departure in 
the approach march, Major Warren s men fanned 
out with two companies abreast and one in reserve 
as the attack was started. This mopping up opera- 
tion progressed nicely until at 1230, just one hour 
after the battalion had crossed the line of departure, 
stiff Jerry resistance was met near Pont Auny. In 
the heavy fire fight which followed, it soon became 
apparent that the Germans had reinforced the posi- 
tions. One lone battalion could advance no farther. 
At 1600 contact with the enemy was broken, and 
Major Warren took his Red Devils back to Baupte 
to reinforce the positions there. During this move 
Company A acted as covering force and followed 
the battalion to Baupte by fifteen minutes. 

During the early evening the regimental CP 
moved to Chateau-Fracquetot, and the 1st Battalion 
went into regimental reserve at Fracquetot. Leaving 
Company D behind, the 2d Battalion pulled out 
from the Baupte area and moved to Coigny, a re- 
serve position. Company D remained in defense 
north of the town with combat groups on the north 
end of the causeway, on the approach to the de- 
molished railroad bridge southeast of the town, 
and near the culvert west of Baupte. Thus, what 
had previously been a strongly defended but vul- 
nerable position, was now Tightly held by small 
groups of paratroopers. This was possible because, 
with the linking up of the 82nd and the 101st Air- 
borne Divisions on the Baupte causeway, the bridge- 
head south of the Douve was consolidated, and all 
enemy pockets of resistance behind our lines had 
been cleaned out. 

At break of day on the 15th a force of enemy 
cyclists estimated to be about fifty in number, at- 
tempted to cross the bridge west of Baupte and 
were repulsed swiftly by the combat group of Com- 
pany D located at this point. Two of the Jerries 
surrendered and nine dead were left on the road, 
while the rest retreated in disorder, abandoning 



most of their cycles. This constituted the last bit 
of action for the Regiment on this push south of 
the Douve, for late in the morning orders were 
issued to move north of the river. At 1500 the 3d 
Battalion was relieved by the 2d Battalion. Be- 
ginning at midnight the rest of the 508th was 
relieved by the 507th Parachute Infantry. 

On the 16th of June the Regiment was in Divi- 
sion reserve northwest of Etienville. The 3d Bat- 
talion moved two miles north of St. Sauveur where 
it relieved the 3d Battalion of the 505th. Colonel 
Mendez’s men were to protect the right flank of 
Division and Corps, covering the main highway 
running through St. Sauveur to Cherbourg in the 
north and Paris in the south. Shortly after the 3d 
Battalion was in position, the remainder of the 
508th moved west of St. Sauveur-le-Vicomte in 
preparation for relief of the 505th Parachute In- 
fantry. This relief was not merely a trade of posi- 
tions, but amounted to a push through the 505th 
in order to occupy an extended defensive position. 
While this was taking place, many small groups of 
Germans were neutralized. By 2300 the relief was 
completed, and the regimental CP had been located 
at St. Sauveur. 

This defensive position was located on a penin- 
sula bordered on the north and east by the Douve 
River, on the west by the Cherbourg-Paris highway 
and on the south by the Prairies Marecageuses. Al- 
though actual troop positions did not cover all this 
area, it was cleared of enemy by constant aggressive 
combat patrols. The highway bridge across the 
swamp was prepared for demolition and blown on 
Division order by Company C. Company A then 
joined with Company C in establishing a strong- 
point to cover this bridge. The Regiment with the 
3d Battalion detached remained in position until 
the morning of the 20th of June. 

Meanwhile, the 3d Battalion, which was under 
Division control, was receiving spasmodic artillery 
fire in its flank-protecting position. On the 17th 
of June an aircraft, which was believed to have 
been one of our P-47s, but which might have been 
an enemy FW-190 fighter, strafed the battalion 
positions. On the 18th Colonel Mendez received 
orders to move his battalion back to the vicinity of 
Etienville. Early the next morning the 3d Battalion 
marched to an area east of Etienville, prepared to 
cross the Douve River in assault boats. 

Once again 307th Airborne Engineers proved 
their worth to the Red Devils by the efficient man- 
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At Mil held up by h §*mlJ group: of eniThy armed |E 
Ayith automatic weapons^ Colonel Meudc/i* men 
soon f ound thernsdyei Amcl^r the vM&x devastahngly fe| 
ateurAfo mortar fire to which they bad sh fat been Wjk 
subjected, The reason. for this unuto^p 'ability *>f ™ 
the enemy to place fire directly on the column was ^ 
discovered a few nibiUtes later- A sniper who had : v ’ ' 
radio contact with foe. German morhir$ had made ; 
himself at home m the steeple of the village church. 

His •activities^ :how^r* were ;;iht£foupN:d by the 
troopers as fire wifoCplsced on foie. steeple and the rf ^ 
column once agam mo ved south* Nigh t Fall found an 
the 3d Battalion on the high ' ground. . overlooking W. 
the village of Pretot. Th 

At dawn: of the 20th the battalion attacted foi 
towards Pretut to protect Hie kfr -flank-, of the 525th cat 
Glider Infantry. Met by accurate small-arm^ artif- cloud of debris, A Gernwr aumefield had dune its 
lery, and mortar fire rhe leading dements of the job well Sergeant Peak was thrown to the side of 
battalion were soqn halted, Realizing that to re- the xtiad and several mutes were buried on top of 
xnaijT in the open- -could mean only suicide. Colonel lurch Completely, stunned and blackened by tin 
Mender worked h?s Way to rhe front of his. com- smoke, he was evacuated- with nothing more serious 
wand, stood up, ahd personally led his men on than a broken leg. 

then. first major offensive against a well organized it -soon became apparent that the positions in 
enemy. Pn-rof. were untenable. A German tank .on The oui 

After positions had been, established at and shifts or town badly shot up what was left of Lieu-, 
around the town, and after the CP had been located tenant Robert M, . Mitchd ! % platoon. A.rtdtery* ,iip v 
north of the town, Captain Alton L Bell was as parently coming from all directions, took m 
rnf)u;lievi to see a German trade speeding down the extremely heavy toll. 



The 50Qlh's hand irteilatoe the ip Norland/ 



The. ..situation m Normandy at this rune was' defi- 
iocly t&von&ie for t he Allies. The Cherbourg 
Peninsula had been cut. by a sudden sweep to the 
west coast. The enemy in and around Cherbourg 



Th« 30 Battalion's CP and atd station near La Portage Aid#*. A iiflf 
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remainder of J e * tb -c> 7 f the Regi- 
ment alternated, pactum m the regimenal: sector, 
allowing everyone to get equal I rfcsfc' 

This period was marked by occasional amiiety 
fire, constant pat-toiling &ij$ a Jack of enemy ag- 
gr^siveness. Dm Limtmht. Vincent Sheehan of 
tine ?d Battalion took combat patrols deep behind 
jgnemy fine^ several Rights in & row, always shoot- 
ing: up tire .enerrn*v : S^fig- the required . Wbrmifcibix 
and return mg with the m m imam of casualties, On 
the third flight Lieutenant Sheehan himself failed -to 
return and it was much later that his grave was 
I ound * beside a road in the Village: of La Dander ic, 
two ami one half miles behind the enemy lines. 
The 3d Battalion Strom mortar ga&ed 

dubious fame as the- .first group of Fp 

destroy ;m aircraft m flight m Trance. . Unfortu- 
nately, huv^Vet* the aitctafLWais a t0W'%5itg AmerT, 
can artillery observation pkrie* Flying dbktly iabove 
die mortar positions while a barrage was being laid 



tfie plane was hit bf a shell which destroyed 
part of its wing arid sent iixpkihmg- to the .ground. 

Abo at this time the 508th had" its first experi- 
ence With Gemutti The jerries 5een1e<i. to 

have a particular fear of the pacatroopers Whom 
they alien referred to as ‘'the devils with the baggy 
pahts/ 1 fn order to iacr^a$e the number. bib de 
sorters, the use propaganda leaflets ih out artil- 
lery shelte and the use of a pubfie-ad^r^ system 
was iixitjated An incident wMch t oc 

ciirred m one of the last days of Was. five 
discovery ftf ft Getroan aartdtery 
Was ;£iif off from reinforcements and American tamed not explosives, but Wtely noffe h\ Polish 
troops were fast mopping up the peninsula. The emoutagmg Sir Allied war effort Thg resistance 
bridgehead south of the Douve v/as firmly esub- movement in Germanniccu pied countries was effect 
lisbed and was of sufficient size to provide a jump- ivc in one case at least, 
ing-qff place for a bug# scale 



Monument erected to the memory of tho SOSth Parachute Regiment by 
the people of France at Cbef-dv ; t&ti; '-Jfnt : , inter ipH on rec^fti M ln 
Appreciation of our liberation by -p*?Qchm«ntf a? fhw Ant«f>ror? 
.SOBtfc Potock'itto infantry." . 1 . V ‘ V . 



To the 508thV;w*t;5 assigi^ed the 
mission of clearing a part of this ridge, along w-i.rh 
the . rest of the $2tni Division. 

Ha ving been alerted for .'an attack the evening 
before.; the Regiment was pak|hg l&sh minute plates 
Wtei the. operation w^s. 'po?fpaiied on the 2 Gt of 
June. Instead, defensive positions were to be estab 
If shed two miles .south of Fiienville. During the 



the MUjloty Bond of Po tit, the feji*? in franco ; af 
ce/emorn^- *946 




7 h* detachment from the 508th ieadi thirty thousand troops in r«W»w Iboicre Kins Ge$rgs> VI in iondoo, on June 8, 7 $46, G rod* Britain's 

' • " ' /' / v .<\ v .y ' Victory t>ay 

With only one battalion on line most of the time, naissance patrols, notably three made by Corporal 
thus phase of the operation afforded the chaplains Eilis and Private First, Class Kennedy of the rsgh 
their best opportunity to hold services. Trx> often mental S-2 Section* procured mformation of the 
forgotten during the quiet of garrison life.* these enemy on Hill 131. The 1st Battalion remained in 
officers are, ro general and private ’alike, the most a defensive position while the 2d and 3d prepared 
important men in the world when the lighting to move through them at H-hour, 0630. The Line 
starts. Unfortunately* Catholic Chaplain Ignatius of Departure for the 508th was located in the Bois 
Maternowski was killed shortly after D-day when de timers, a very heavily wooded area which recent 
the Jerries destroyed an aid station in which he was rain had rendered impassable to anything but in- 
hdpmg the medics. His duties were assumed by the fancry and ducks. 

chaplain of one of the other regiments* Protestant Following a fifteen minute preparation of artih 
Chaplain Elder was luckier but no less devoted to lery and mortar fire in which all the 81mm mortars 
his duties* In addition to his frequent visits to the of the Regiment, all the guns of the 319th Field 
front* he held sendees a few hundred yards to the Artillery, and all the guns of Corps Artillery par- 
rear at every opportunity. Those meetings in the ticipated, the 2d and 3d Battalions passed through 
shadow of the hedgerows will always live in the Major Watreirs troops. The enemy used a ruse, .at 
memories of those who attended them. Never were this point, which was later used in Holland wd 
more beautiful or more appreciated services held Belgium. When our artillery began to Jaind on his 
in any cathedral. positions, the Jerry replied with several rounds on 

The long expected attack on the hills and ridges the front edge of om own positions The desired 
to the south was set for the 3rd of July. Recon- effect of course, W3S to create the impression that 
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tV Obtyrvaiion *pf A -500, of G«fr«>roj iiWejQhri'jt irtfiy, carthrs thm 50#th y * ^*focfemvflf to M*r# tgUst tor iti* c*r#/no*iW of Jor*» 6 t 194& 
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our mvn artillery -was failing short. Only by. a. care-- Ordered to move to Hdl 131, the 3d Battalion 
Eul e^hmate ot the situation was the '’cease tut helped the 2<1 Battalion hold this objective and then 
order prevented Mem bgi&g given to our own guns, pushed oh to the south in pr^ar^tion fdr the attack 
When the 508 th began to- advance, it was nearly, on the next ridge of which Hill 95 was the major 
at. double time, for the." preparatory barrage had peak, the 2d and 3d Battalions moved, into an 
devastating effect. AB cotomunicafion and a$semhly &Xtb in the east of Bbnchelande 

all orgathmion among the enemy ms disrupted, while the UK Battalion assembled north of the 
As a result, many Germans were amazed to find rhu woods. By this tune less tfeari half of die more than 
Americans behind their positions before their pres- 2,bQb men and officers chopped on Rday were, 
mce was suspected. A factor which added to the present for duty,. . 

Success 6i the attack was the driv^ Shortly after midmgbrd battalion commanders re 

pouring down at. this time. Many of the Germans ceived an attack orde? from Cxdwel Lmdqvdst At 
preferred to cover theu holes and seek protection 0730 the order was changed, and the Regiment fed 
froth the ' W&tthjeir, than to remain alert. Be- ta be prepared to attack in. forty niinutes, Liefiterunf 

cause of this situation 1st Battalion; which was Colonel Alexander, wtio had come to the Regiment 
bringing up the rear* had a real job on its hands in as a battalion commander from the 503th after 
clearing up. small gtnups by-passed by the leading Colonel Shan ley Was slightly wounded in. the attack 
elements. during the. previous. Jav\ was himself wounded just 

By 0900 the 2d and 3d Battalions fed reached before the jum p-otf, and the 2d Battalion was tern- 
their initial objectives and before Watf Battalion pop f tty Commanded by Captain Chester E. Graham, 
was at foe base of Hill 13k the highest ground on formerly the CO of Headquarters Company, 2d 
the peninsula, while the 1st and. 5d Battalions had Battalion. 

reached secondary objectives. As the attack ad- The if» Battalion was fo advance on the left and 
vanoed deeper and. deeper into German territory. dear a finger of high ground,, thereby preventing 
the reeling Germans seemed lesi and less capable the enemy from settling up killing fanes to anxuhi- 
of -resist met, a factor which resulted in more and tajtt traops moving up the adjacent draw. However, 
more prisoners; this ground was under friendly artillery fire from 
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the unit on the left, and both 1st and 3d Battalions panies reported only a handful of men present for 
were forced to advance down the draw. Evidently duty, but it was discovered that this was largely 
the slight let-up in the attack during the night was due to the fact that many of the men had been split 
sufficient for the Germans to effect a hasty reorgani- from their unit by enemy fire, and within an hour 
zation, for fire, both small-arms and artillery, from most of those wh6 had not actually been seen 
the objective was extremely intense. To make mat- wounded or dead were back with their companies, 
ters worse the friendly artillery fire falling on the This situation threw the bulk of the burden on 
left was lifted, the Germans came out of their holes, the 2d Battalion's shoulders, and it was prepared 
and the enemy fire on the troopers now seemed to to meet the challenge. With D Company on the 
come from all directions. Since it was impossible left, F on the right, and E in reserve, the battalion 
to move forward without protection on the left the moved towards Hill 95 alone at 0900. Finding the 
1st Battalion dug in at the line of advance while hastily chosen route of advance too exposed to in- 
the 3d Battalion returned to the LD to regroup. sure safety, Captain Graham ordered a movement 
When strength reports came in from the com- to the right. At this time the 2d Battalion was not 
panies, they were most disheartening. Some com- of sufficient strength to clear Hill 95 in one swoop. 
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Consequently Captain Graham sent D and F Cum 
panics around the base of the hill, establishing in- 
terlocking automatic me in front of the hid, cutting 
the high gfouhd off from fhe rest of the (Jennao*- 
This, was accomplished, but only because of a re 
markable display of leadership on the purt of First 
Lieutenant Lloyd Potlette, vorom hiding Qirfipany 
F, and because of the absolute refusal of his ibgtf 
to surrender an inch of ground despite the intense 
a - rt|fi^y to Which they were constaiitiy subjected. 

Now that both flunk:; of the Hill were secured, 
combat pat.ro}> began tgv operate toward the wooded 
-Wifh the lDtentiOn of clearing Hill 9$ of 
enemy. When was sct^nipfi^ed 2d Battalion 
troops could move onto the hill under cover of. 
darkness. - . 3 Vg * *' . f ''fo 

During the; afternoon Captain Royal R Taylor 
arrived at the 2d Baftalipn CP to assume command. 
In foehty-four hours the Id Baitaliop was com- 
manded by four different officers. Lieutenant Cbl- 
onel Shari ley was wounded on July 3rd m the attack 
on Hill 30, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander was 
wounded daring the night, and Captain Graham 
took fomposaty command uqHl Captain Taylor 3 r- 
rtvfcdL Daring the night movement to tht crest was 
initiated, and by 0300 Hill 93 was secured. This 
witf ofiedrh of July that few men. in. the 308th could 




Although the 2d Battalion had cleared Hill 95^ 
the enemy, fcaktng advaritage of sunken roads, draws, 
and hedgerows,, refused 'to break contact, of' to- give 
up my more ground, than absolutely necessary; As 
a result all 2d Battalion patrols which started tec 
operate to the front got only a few yards before 
drawing enemy fire. Despite this the patrol leaders 
were able to give accurate reports as to enemy troop 
concentrations, and both the 319th and the Stffl'nr 
mortar platoon were firing almost constantly with 
remarkable effect 

On. the 6th <>f July a pocket of resistance was 
encountered in frr/nr of Hill 95 by the 2d Battalion. 
Having received an order, to elimmate this strong- 
point, Lieutenant Pojlettc led F Company forward 
supported by three tanks, Opee F Company 
proved its worth by dd&mjg tte M the face of 
stiff resistance, Because, Infan- 

try held pcKsitions adjacent to foe . 2d Bfotalten/ Cap- 
rain Taylors command • to 

the former. At tOW on the ?th of July, the regi- 
mental oornmande.r received Operations Memo No. 






fh* Bth ihtantry Omsion <*J/e**« tb& S0&W in Normandy 

i from the .82hd ' Airborne. • Division , instmcting the 
Regiment to • assemble near the 3d Battalion^ pofo. 
lion in Division reserve By. tT45 all units were 
closed in the reserve area. 

On the Sth of July the 8th Infantry Division 
passed through the 82nd Airborne, and jumped off 
in the attack to the south. With a full. thirty days 
of combat behind them, the paratroopers hit like 
seasoned veterans as they watched these fresh 
troops embark on their first battle; Contact with 
the enemy was now broken and, lying' in rain filled 
.slit trenches, the troopers began to sweat out the 
mueb-rumored trip to England. 



On the 10th of July a brief message containing 
momentous news w$$ received at the regimental 
CP, Every one was to receive a furlough as soon as 
the unit returned to base camp. 

On the 1 2th of July the entire Regiment entrucked 
for Utah Beachc where after the usual period fof 
stumbling around with all equipment packed on 
weary backs, the troopers were able to he down on 
top of die. ground, between blankets* and out of 
range of artillery f or the first time $ip<« D-day 

Late in the evening on the T3fh the Red Devils 
rrvmhed c-mo the beach proper,: and like the thou- 
sands ifo German PWs who forked across the water 
tovvatd . Ehgiand they waited; for LSTs fo come in on 
ih£ high tide. Before midnight two ships were, 
loaded by the Regim^K v and the trip to &utbatnj> 
fofo hggftfo Life dfeafo ;foip\'waa iife living m the 
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bridal suite at the St Regis compared 'to, the mis and old women wept, mumbling little statements 
cmMe existence from which the Regiment was re like, ’‘God bless you, son." It was now that the 
turning. While taking showers ami sneaking into realization dawned on the men that the 508th had 
the Navy mess, the usual comments were mack established as its ftariie overseas. In' 

about the soft life of the sailo;. by noon the next fact, it was. later said by a rcfiiw member of the regi^ 
day, however, everyone .was willing to keep both ment who visited the city from laKOpe after the war. 
feet on the very solid and unrolling earth. At chat no one should have been draw for- 

Southampton, bands, Red Cross girls, and crowds eign service pay for the time spent to flngland. 
of English people rivet the Regiment. In fact, the The men of the 508th had established a record in 
only note ■ of discord came when a sailor yelled, Normandy of which they could be rightly proud. 
"What the hell! You guys are going the wrong Many Germans had brief! killed by the Red Devils 
way.'' hours before the fast troops hit Utah and Omaha 

If the Southampton reception was good, the one Beaches. Though split into several small groups,, 
the Regiment received iic Nottingham Was beyond- the fighting men- showed such aggressive spirit that 
toritparisdo. Met at the station by two bands, one a coveted Distinguished Unit Qatjon wsis won for 
jjp|hrim- an ATS organization, and most of the in- their first two days of combat. Of the 2056 men 
habitants of the city, the troopers . Were given ■» who had dropped on D-day, had become. C»s* 
welcome second only to a return to the States, As Dairies, 307 of" them buried on Trench .suit. Nor- 
the notieis: of "Over There" filled the air, some of mandy was Only the opening battle for the Regi- 
the girls looked for a familiar face in the crowd, ment. Ahead was the long road to victory. 






a 





AS had been promised, on t&unv Whil& wa£j^ Regp 

r\ ing to the W'ollaton Park Base Csjnp haj'f merit w^i . training & it hdd done previous to D-day, 
r\ the Regiment kit on five-day furloughs and tramping across the countryside day and night, dig- 
leaves. Busy training or fighting since the USAT ging holes and filling them, carrying water in 
James Parker landed in. Belfast early in January, the canteens but not drinking it 
troopers * were, enjoying their first vacation in over Men who had been wounded te Normandy began 
six months, and tt was only a matter of hours after returning from the -hospital. It was a credit fo med- 
fitrtough. papers’- were . distributed .-before the men icai science to see what wonderful jobs of plastic 
were scattered throughout the United Kingdom, surgery had been done <>n some of the men, It was 
Some returned to . If eland, to see friends, some bad ' also, a ' source of amazement how quickly some of 
heard of die charms of the Scotch lassies, while the seriously wounded were, being returned to duty, 
others braved the buy* bombs to visit London, On Late in August the entire Band .Airborne Division, 
the return of these mem the rest of the Regiment to which the S08th was still attached, held a review 
left. at an airport: outside of ketceste;, Frig] and, fer 

The 29th of July, a rainy, dreary day* was se-' General Eisenhower. The general commended the 
leirtercf for the memorial services to he held tor the Division on its .fee appearance and Its record, and 
men who .had died in Nonnandyc After the shocked a few by referring fcb bfglgef and better ait- 

moot Had formed on the parade ground and a mefe borhe; operators in the future. About this time it 
her of the band had sung • -My Buddy, - the honor w#s’ ( " atmoudeed. that >Tl airborne and troopwarrier 
roll was read by battalion commanders. Each com- outfits had been placed under a single command, 
pany was lowered in salute, Lieutenant Genera! Lewis H. Breretpas First Allied 

qubit spoke to the Regiment, reminding the troopers Airborne Aiiriy. Major General Kidgway, who - had 
that r< the real heroes of the Regiment were left in commanded the B2nd since June of 1*M2, be- 
Fiance. T came commander of The American contingent, the 

More rumors were going around the base camp XVIII Airborne Corps, - while; -Brigadier General 
in the middle of August than had been circulated Gavin assumed coomyancl of the S2ndL 
aboard ship com mg overseas Despite the fact that A tmfung jump was scheduled for, the .29th of 
Colonel Lindquist warned the men that in eight August but was cancelled the night before, when 
6hort weeks they would have to ready for another ward' came, down from Division that the outfit was 
jump, am! despue the fact that equipment and arm alerted for a combat mission. Personal equipment 
munition were being stored in huge piles, in the was packed and stored in the rncsshuHs, equipment 
regimental area, there was a strong bloc that in-, bundles were ml fed, aimTmmtkm was distributed/ 
sisted that the next move for the 5(>fev Parachute 

Infantry would be Stateside. procedure was the same a? on the Normandy jump, 

but with less time for preparation. After chutes 
^ had been fitted and the entire combat echdon had 

everyone, hit the sack for some rest 



been briefed, 
previous' m a dawn take-qfL At 0200 fe the 2nd of 
September, the telephones in the various Haagats 
jangled, and word was passed down that the drop 
zone, hear Touted, Belgium, hsd been overrun by 
General Pattern's Third Army and the jump had 
been cancelled, fernediately an alternate operation 
was scheduled to take place near Liege, but this too 
VwC\ called off. and the Regiment returned to TGoIla- 
ton Park; Everyone emitted a sigh of relief. 

The unexpected test was almost ns short as the 
traditional break, fimveyerp for 'cm/ Sep- 

tember i i the entire 82nd wa> once again at . the 
airports; Gfestam pueffe had 'mfx'iit the pwi£$$ 
of pfep^pftion almost a . matter of ’second nature, 
aud by tfie evening of the 1,6th everything was ready 
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Map 5: F/ighf Plan for Holland 



for the next day’s operation. Since it was to be a 
daylight jump, the formations would fly over some 
of the heaviest flak concentrations in Europe to 
reach the DZ south of Nijmegen, Holland. It was 
anticipated that opposition in the air would be 
heavier than in Normandy, but that none of Nor- 
mandy’s confusion after the jump would be present, 
as the pilots should have no trouble finding the drop 
zones. 

Lieutenant General F. A. M. Browning, of the 
British Army, was to command the corps made up 
of the British 1st Airborne Division, plus the 82nd 
and 101st American Airborne Divisions. These units 
were 



By midnight the hangars were silent, as all the 
troopers slept except the three or four on duty. A 
breakfast of fresh eggs and bacon just after day- 
break was not fully appreciated, and by 0830 every- 

Last- minute 



one was moving out to the planes, 
checks were made, the planes were loaded, and by 
1100 the 308th was airborne. 



At a few minutes before 1330 in the afternoon 
of September 17 the 047$ dumped their loads 
south of Nijmegen and headed back for England. 
The flight had been nearly uneventful, although 
much of the beauty of the scene below was not 
enjoyed by the jumpers. The aerial convoy left 



highway joining the 
Dutch city of Arnhem with the British Second 
Army’s positions along the Escaut Canal. If suc- 
cessful, the British would be able to drive to the 
Zuider Zee and cut off an entire German army in 
western Holland. 

This zone of operation was divided into three 
sectors with the British element taking the nor- 
thernmost sector in the vicinity of Arnhem. The 
82nd was to be responsible for the area south of 
Arnhem, its main objectives being the cities of 
Grave and Nijmegen. The 101st was assigned the 
southern area centering around the city of Eind- 
hoven. The 82nd's sector was further divided so 
that the 508th’$ zone of responsibility lay just south 
of Nijmegen, the 1st Battalion having the initial 
objective of De Ploeg, the 2d Battalion De Hut, and 
the 3d Battalion Berg-en-Dal. 



Lieutenant General Brereton, Lieutenant General Ridgway, Major Gen 
eral Gavin, Brigadier General Marsh , Colonels Sift ond Weincke of 
presentation of a wards ceremony 
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SOBth Fafachuie (nfanirf jump* four milts southeast of Ni^mtgtn, Stpttmher j7, t$44, o t J 336 fcoubr 



England at North Foreland and proceeded clue east aboard, although men drifting down in their chutes 
across the North Sea until land fall; was- made on. the vvete surprised to see a 047 make a farced landing 
Dutch coast At this point heavy flak met the in- bit the drop none. The occupants piled out with 
vaJers, but casualties were extremely light.. The their parachutes still strapped to then hacks 
Hjghi across Holland to the objective ; w%$ almost The drop *one was occupied by masr of an enemy 
entirely over flooded fields with bnly an occasions! ' antiaircraft artiUery battahon, hut the sight of the 
buftdiag interrupting the surface .of the mirror dike hordes of descending skytioopcfs .scared most or the 
water. It was a cloudless Sunday afternoon with Germans away from their weaponvand Che Regh 
the son shilling bright and hot upon the Dutch ment met: very little resistance during the asKTnbly. 
countryside. Made up of. lifts of 42. planes flying In slightly more than an hour the 508ch was assem 
three mltmres apart, the long sky train stretched bled and fhe bates ifchs were meririhg towards rheir 
from England across the North Sea, through Bpb ob/cctiyes. 

land to the drop zoiicw; md then back to England The only men missing from the assembly after 
by the same route So huge was this armada that. . the drop were; -4 few who had been hurt on the 
as- the first planes were returning after >he Jiap, jump and two plane- loads from A Company that 
o^tii^ere- .|d|fc -faking Engl iM r ii f. ha^: be^i dropped; kte,.and .lamtedyeMt ^’;>Jje v top 

Around long column snarled angfy fighters* jotxz in Germany. Lieutenant Rex Cbmfe of A 
while in all directions .could be seen groups of Company and eighteen men from these two planes 
medium bombers retitruing from the missions which assembled; near the town of Wyler, Fighting their 
had prepared ob)ectrm far the airborne assaults. way . back to the drop zone. Lieutenant Combs', men 
About bve minutes before drop time the Regi- xm into several small groups of enemy and eventu 
merit began to receive flak again, and several planes ally captured 53 jerries and knocked out four ariti 
were hit However, none crashed with the Papers Aircraft Weapons. that were Exited on the cast edge 
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HOLLAND 



of the £>Z. Lieutenant; Combes contacted tfijS-Jd 
Battalion after dark on D-day and turfed iris 
prisoners' over to the S-2, 

The terrain On which the Regiment dropped was 
nothing like the ground it had fought over in Note 
rri&sidyv About fee pules north of the drop ^Orie 
the ilhine River separates or* its course into the 
North $ea- The upper branch is known as the 
Nedet Rfe by the Dutch, while the southern 
branch, the main artery, is called the Waal, Nijmc- 
gen. a city of nearly i 00,000, lies to the spufhof the 
"Waal, while Ambem, about fifteen miles north, is 
situated on the right bank of the Necter Rijn Ten 
miles south, of Nijmegen is the Maas Rim, and to 
the west of the city flows a canal joining the Maas 
and the Waaf. A main highway runs from Eind- 
hoven in the south, through Nijmegen, and on up 
to Arnhem. This highway crosses the Waal oyer 
one of the. largest and most modem bridges to be 



found in Europe, 

.Although ,the area btfeering the highway for a 
few miles on each side is thickly Vegetated, great 
canal-crossed Ea^ lie beyond and offer a soldier 
little protection team observation. The area imme- 
diately sotuh Nifeegen contains sofne of the 
highest ground in. all Holland, and it was here that 
the SOBth dx^ppei Only bvo kilometers to the east 
was the H b I hv d-G errna ny frontier, Tn order to 
insure that frits area was completely secured* it 
would be necessary to control all the high ground, 
pushing the enemy out onto the flats. 

By 1830 lieutenant Colonel Shields Warren. Jr., 
commanding the 1st %fta^]EVp to 



Fat bar Kenn*/, Catholic chaplain of the 508th Parachvttr Infantry 



the initial objective, De Ploeg, and had occupied it 
Although this move entailed a tbree-mile march 
through enemy* held territory, nothing but token re- 
sistance was met At 0830, after the battalion's 
positions had become fairly iwtfl '-.consol Mated* A 
and B Companies, -reinforced with ffe Bixnm mortar 
ptatCKm and m^bine-gun squads from Headquafers 
sent as a strong" combat •.patrol' Ui 
feel out enemy defenses in the dry, Their limit of 
advance was fe be the highway bridge over the 
W-j;d. Since fairly rd table underground .sources 
nmintaifed feat\ Nijmegen was practically unde 
fended* .and. sifiee* surprise was critical if fee-patrol 
were to be successful, no. preliminary reconnaissance 
was made. 

The -two companies .advanced rapidly north into 
the city. People crowded fee ridewalks, throwing 
flowers and waving at the Amerkau parachutists, 
ft was evident that they were, oblivious to the fact 
that a bitter battle was bound to break out as soon 
as the enemy was contacted. As dackbess wore on, 
though only individual and small groups of enemy 
had been disemered,' fee streets tepidly emptied, 
and all bouses were blacked out. At a traffic cir- 
cle about eight or ten blocks from the southern 
approach bn The bridge, the Germans finally ap- 
peared m. force and a heavy fire fight started. Both 
Company A, commanded by Captain Jonathan E. 



Wre cloge of o C -47 in Holland 
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themselves. Sergeant Alvin Henderson, who had 
already earned a reputation in Normandy for being 
a fierce fighter and who had escaped from the Ger- 
mans after spending some time as a prisoner of 
war in France, rushed across the street to the con- 
trol tower and started heaving grenades in the win- 
dows. The building was set on fire and the enemy 
withdrew without attempting to use the bridge de- 
molition equipment. Sergeant Henderson was sub- 
sequently killed and was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross posthumously. 

Taking what remained of this patrol with him, 
Captain Adams started towards the bridge, only a 
block and a half away. The overwhelming strength 
of the enemy forced the small group back, but only 
after Lieutenant Lamm and Staff Sergeant George 
W. Clement had fought their way to the bridge it- 
self. As they started back to the traffic circle where 
they had left the rest of the two companies, the 
troopers found that enemy resistance had increased. 
They fought continuously all night, only to find that 
all the streets were blocked. Just before dawn Cap- 



tain Adams found a vacant warehouse and the pa- 
trol holed up there, fighting off all attackers for 
several days until British armor entered the city. 
These men rejoined their battalion on September 22. 

A platoon of Company C with the battalion S-2 
section attached had advanced through the city by 
a different route and had ended up fighting near 
the same traffic circle as A and B Companies. At 
0800 in tin morning, September 18, this platoon 
returned to the battalion CP. 

During the morning of the 18th the Germans 
made a strong counterthrust on the southern edge of 
the regimental sector near Wyler. By 0800 in the 
morning Krauts were beginning to pour over the 
drop zone, which D Company was struggling to 
hold as a landing zone for the gliders. D Com- 
pany was greatly over-extended and was forced to 
give some ground. Consequently C Company was 
sent from De Ploeg to the high ground near Groote 
Flierenberg, about two miles to the southeast with 
the mission of securing a line of departure for a 
later attack. 
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in the girdtrs and underneath the bridge, At oak 
ponn -. Sergeant John Hargrave. operating the com- 
p'dhf eonimatrcler's radio, heard the cfack of a bullet 



right by his head. He noticed the antenna of his 
SCR 300 was missing and decided that the time 
had comfe to bit the ground; Dildhg the morning 
G Company was recalled to strengthen the regimen- 
.because; of t threatened attack in the 
vicinity of Wyler on the southern flank of the 
5p&tlV* area. 

The 2d Battalion had the quietest time on D day 



with on 1 y oc<4$tomf $kttn%&hm Sating the night on 
some of the. S^^oeki an 'Nipae^w^ muhern out- 
skirts; At 0330 ori the 1 8th; Lieut enant Lloyd L. 
Pollette led hi$ E Company platoon with two squads 
of machine /.gators H^^ci^ciajrtcrs ..C^ifipany' 

Company A and the 81mm mortars were ordered attached, toward the rail and highway bridges over 
back to the battalion area on the morning of D the Maas-Waal Canal on the Regiment's left Rank; 
plus 1C September I S. They reorganized arid pre- Seizing these bridges was not prigmally.-'a^i^^vt^ 
pUzd iG attack either to clear the landing zone or the Regiment, but E Company was now assigned 
to move north to the bridge again in. conjunction to take- and 'hold then? until relieved • by the '364th 
with Company G which was advancing oh the bridge Parachute Infantry. The location of the highway 
by a diffeteofi route. B Company remained m con- bridge corresponded with check point 10 on the 
tfol o£ the WfBc circle, ' „ secret Division overlays, and so the name Bridge 10 

After dark on the 17th Lieutenant : Colonel Louis was adopted by the men assigned to take it. 

G. Mendez, commanding the 3d Battalion, senr G 

these men reported: the presence of enemy snipers p«dqu^ fo/Mv.G.pWrpevm 0 u. oi\> 



British fonti oft th* iindhovisn-Nijmegan road mak* contact *ifh th& 
5>08tH Infantry nzor th* Moas-WtiaJ Canal at Nifmegan 




0>/z#n* of Hfjrimgtn grot* iht ^arrival pi 1h* 92d Airborne DMsSan 

U^u tenant .toilette s men approached the obj eft bridge. Supported by very elective. -mortar tire, Lieu : . 
tivt. 'ittm the south on a toad running parallel \o tenant Polierte’s men seized • the bridge and held H 
the M £sai-\Vaai Canal Taking advantage of the until the 504th Parachute infantry - sent, relief in 
cover affteded by datkness and by sunken roads and the early morning. Lieutenant PoUctte l&tef received 
ditches, the small force reacted a point only a few the Distinguished Service Cross' for his actions dur- 
hundred yards from the: bridged whfeo the Krauts ing the morning' 

saw them and opened fire. Because theft; left funk While Bridge Hi was being attacked D Company 
was exposed, the troopers received tee not only was having plenty of trouble on the glider landing 
from the objective but’ from the opposite bank of zone, The Germans launched one of their first., coor- 
the canal. In a matter of mihufe^tite, Get man stmlT dtlhated coimteraltacksi of tjft operation across the 
arms fire was reinforced with extremely accurate . landing zone* D Company’ had' organised a series 
mortar and artillery fire. Eight of the •pafaghufftts ; of smalt strongpamts to defend the arg& amft being 
were killed almost immediately several more overexiended, were forced to fight a delaying action; 

. wefe wounded, cutting the -effec^Ye . strength of xfee C Company; was clearing a line df de- 

small force nearly in ha if. \A strbngpoint to a house parture on the high ground to the northwest. By 
just short, of the objective, was neutj aliped by ba« noon Company B had followed Company A out of 
zooka and machine-gun fire, • 'Eealiziug that it would Nijmegen and the 1st Battalion was ready to launch 
be necessary to have supporting ''■fire- to take the its attack to dear the LZ. The ordy element of 
pbiective. Lieutenant Toilette called batehon for the Regiment now in tbeTTty was Captain Adams' 
the 01 mm' mortar platoon which could not deliver patrol, 

fire on the bridge from the positions they were At 1230 the 1st Battalion emerged from the 
calling, The back h> # s^il ^^jp woods, northwest ot the landing zone, with C on 

of /buildmgs to reorganise and evacuate; their the 'right,. B on the left, and A in reserve. The 
wounded. The assistant platoon leader, Lieutenant Germans were firing 20mm shells point blank into 
Daggett, later reminisced, "The situation looted cm The woods as the meii debouched, and seme of the 
tirdy hopeless to rue. No one but a guy like Toilette troopers were pmned down. However, the attack; 
•would even consider, trying .to take the bridge with as a whole went very smoothly, almost at double 
such a small force.'" time. The Sxk Mgfc ♦ ytte taken ; easily. . a#tf 

By this time the defenders had blown the rail - from commanding positions' ^suppr>rting fixe was deii- 
way bridge and had slightly damaged the highway vered for the .rest : nf. r he push. By 1 itHk in the after- 
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Map 8: The Counterattack at Den Heuvel 



noon the 1st Battalion was on its objective, and 
while more than 200 casualties were inflicted on the 
enemy, less than 15 were sustained by the troopers. 
Sergeant John Brickley, operating A Company’s -300 
radio, was astonished when he discovered that a 
20mm shell which had cracked behind him had put 
a hole through his set. 

Company A pushed up to a small group of houses 
just short of Wyler to climax the attack, and B and 
C Companies neutralized sixteen 20mm guns. Just 
as the battalion reached its objective the first of the 
gliders landed behind them. For once the men could 
see the results of a hard attack. Where only a few 
minutes before the enemy was waiting, many gliders 
were now safely landing. 

For the remainder of D plus 1, September 18, and 
during the night all was quiet in the regimental 
area. The 1st Battalion was located from Wyler 
to Kamp along the edge of the DZ.^ The 3d Bat- 
talion was farther north in the vicinity of Berg-en- 
Dal, and the 2d Battalion was located just south of 
Nijmegen. 
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The tactical situation as it stood on the morning 
of the 19th demanded that the enemy be denied the 
use of the highway running southeast from the city 
through Wyler, since this could be used to supply 
German units still fighting for the city. This meant 
that the 3d Battalion would have to roadblock the 
highway in its sector, while Hill 75.9, overlooking 
the highway between Beek and Wyler, would have 
to be taken. 

Roadblocks were establishd on the afternoon of 
the 19th by the 3d Battalion which was now rein- 
forced by F Company, at the main intersection in 
Berg-en-Dal and at Beek, and all during the day 
activity was noticed in the area behind Beek. The 
319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion fired several 
concentrations for Colonel Mendez in the hope of 
breaking up the attack that seemed imminent. 

Company A, commanded by Lieutenant John P. 
Foley in the absence of Captain Adams, was alerted 
to seize Hill 75.9 with an attached platoon of Com- 
pany G. Company A by this time had been reduced 
to 2 officers and 42 enlisted men. At 1600 on the 
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mvgan bridge <2J bfijmegen bridge, priv* 61 fh # Hajhijd ji/rnp 
(3) The pfKv ••/j'fceroT.fon w'tfs h:,gli for the pcopl* of Nijmegen 



19th. Colonel Warren ordered Lieunmant holey to 
seize and hold the hi IU establishing i roadblock at 
the bottom where the IGjmegen- Wyler road was 
joined by. .-across the flats. 

Company A approached the hill- f rvnyi the south, 
since it had been teppried Hjut the enemy Was on 
rhe other three slopes. The -attached platoon of 
Company CJ bad been re pit bed three times during 
the . morning . by what svas believed to be. a company 
of German paratroopers. Two hundred yards south 
of the crest, soli undeterred; “'UeuterVant Foley 1 * 
force deployed and charged up the hilt. The Krauts 
were rnornerganly surprised, and they left then holes 
to- withdraw down the northern slope. 

However.; most of the Carmans recovered cpucMy 
and fought bitterly from the hillside These were 
very defuntely not the same type of soldiers that had 
deserted Go the Americans, m Normandy. . Armed 
very beavrly with automatic weapons, the Germans 
v ounce t&ttackcJ Several times, but in ferocious, hole; 
tu-hok Lighting A Company pushed them down the 



Fairly in the evening the five light mac hsne guns ? ’ ■ M 

Although A Company was far from the rest of render. Though his- reply will prdiahly. never be pur 
its battalion* Lieutenant Peter Be Kelly with twelve down verbatim /in any records, the Go mans under- 
men earned aiiununifiou, and supplies to Devil's stood in Then the- hoopers resumed firing, Within 
Hill during the night. At dawn a company of Ger an hone the enemy had been repulsed. Company 

man;* supported hy artillery 7 ' attacked fanatically. C mopped up the area hill later ift the 

During the fire fight the enemy suddenly held fire morning, flushing several Krauts who ran the wrong 
and a German office? asked Lieutenant Foley to Stir way in the final rout. 
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(It A 50 $th bazooka Horn at a roadblock near Kanerr, Holland. (2t Regimental menage center at 8emm«/. fSt Plenty 1 of shelter motetialmm^ 
out of this wrecked glider (.41 German %Qs ut«d »o coyer the south end af Nijmegen bridge across the Neder Rijn. 

Company 8 took Wylct on the UHh at the same eral attacks, the troopers were tunning Tow on urn- 
time that A Company made • its assault on Devil's munition and werC faced with & coordinated attack 
Hill, and once secured, the town was roadbiocked. from three sides. After inflicting heavy casualties 
Here, as at the M. '.J5^ttalipri's. , on-, the' ' ;B : <^riipany withdrew from Wyler 

area,' two 57mrn AT guns from B Battery of theAOth and set up * defense a roumi a roadblock southxs'est 
Airborne A A Battalion the position. On of the town* 

tte moiriing of the 20th; :& German truck, seemingly The 3d Battalion ; was also busy during the 19th 
oblivious of the chants that had been made the and 20th of September, ! Company*^ 'roacfblocle.'at. 
previous* evening, came barreling into the town. The Beck had beer) forced back on (he 18th and reestab- 
truck was destroyed by . one of the 57s, and all but lished on the iOth of September, At the tune it was 
three of the im jerrfe were killed* A few minutes reestablished the position* wa* reinforced with two 
later a motorcycle approached the roadblock, but the 5 7mm guns from B Battery of the 8.0th Antiaircraft 
ridet saw the truck and turned back. The day was When, all the officers and rnost of the 

one of much activity fm the company in Wyler, for non-coms present became casualties* Corporal Robert 
several large 'Scale attack* developed. Once again Chisholm of I Company 'took command of the* raad- 
the 519th Field Artillery trained its guns with block— -a total of 83 men. For rhe exemplary leader* 
deadly accuracy on the enemy to break up these ship Chisholm showed in this and the ensuing action 
attempted thrusts Gy evening, after repelling sev< he later received the Legion of Merit. 
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At about 1500 on the 20th of September, the 
enemy began to systematically shell Beek. After fif- 
teen minutes of concentrated artillery and mortar 
fire, the Germans made a swift, strong attack on the 
town, driving in the outposts. When Corporal Chis- 
holm saw that his force was not capable of holding 
back the German tide, he ordered and personally 
conducted rear-guard action, withdrawing his com- 
mand to the high ground south of Beek. 

It was necessary to clear Beek, and so H Company 
attacked late on the night of the 20th. The town 
proved to be much more heavily fortified than ex- 
pected, and the platoon on the right was unable 
to proceed farther north than the main highway. 
The enemy defense plan seemed to consist of out- 
posting most of the town and making a bastion of 
the northeast corner. While the platoon on the 
right was fighting fiercely from house to house, Lieu- 
tenant Vernon Thomas, battlefield commissioned in 
Normandy, led his platoon through the left side of 
the town and dug in on the northern edge out on 
the flats. 

It became apparent that at least 300 Germans, 
reinforced with several armored cars, were defend- 
ing Beek. When H Company attacked, the enemy 
moved north of the highway splitting the town and 
plastered with artillery the area they had evacuated. 
Lieutenant Louis L. Toth, commanding the com- 
pany, realized that his right platoon would be un- 
able to clear their sector of town, and so he ordered 
First Sergeant Richard L. Slagle to reconnoiter posi- 
tions on the high ground south of the town in anti- 
cipation of a withdrawal. 

Unable to contact Lieutenant Thomas by radio, 
Lieutenant Toth sent a messenger to recall him. 
When this man could not find the platoon in the 
darkness, Lieutenant Toth himself by-passed the 
Germans and hunted out his men. Observing that 
Lieutenant Thomas’ position on the flats was ex- 
posed on the flanks, and knowing that the Germans 
were of sufficient strength to cut off anyone north 
of the town, Lieutenant Toth ordered a withdrawal. 

Shortly after dawn of the 21st another attack on 
Beek was launched but once again the Germans 
withdrew to their stronghold and proved too much 
for the lone company. About noon H Company, 
reinforced with a platoon from F Company and one 
from G Company, again attacked. F Company’s 
men advanced through a draw to the southeast of 
the town in the face of withering fire. In a matter 
of seconds the platoon leader was wounded and the 



two scouts were killed. Second Lieutenant Donald 
J. Burke, commissioned after Normandy, took over 
the platoon and started clearing the houses where 
H Company had had so much trouble. Staff Ser- 
geant Ward T. Ecoff, platoon sergeant of H Com- 
pany’s right platoon, did a marvelous job of clear- 
ing the houses, while working his men in conjunc- 
tion with Lieutenant Burke. Lieutenant Thomas 
again took the left of the town and again made 
large advances. As the Germans reinforced their 
positions, Lieutenant Toth ordered his men back to 
the high ground just in time to contain a strong 
counterattack. 

Lieutenant Toth sent a patrol into Beek to inves- 
tigate the appearance of several ambulances. It 
seemed that though H Company had been unable 
to take the town, they had made the Germans pay 
heavily for the defense. 

As H Company prepared for a fourth attack, the 
Germans began to stream from the town. H Com- 
pany moved in, pushing the Krauts in front of them. 
Staff Sergeant Raymond Wolf of the Headquarters 
Company machine gun platoon directed fire from 
the high ground southwest of Beek against the flee- 
ing Germans, visible for more than a thousand yards 
across the flats. Even at extreme range, the machine 
gunners could observe the Germans reeling from 
the fire, and then being dragged by their comrades. 
By 1800 on the 21st Beek was secured. 

The battle for this small town was a decisive one 
and a tough one for H Company. Fewer than 50 
men remained after the battle, although a full- 
strength company of 120 men had been committed 
twenty-four hours before. The high cost of the town 
was caused by the fact that maneuvering was im- 
possible since Beek was bordered on three sides by 
the flats, which offered virtually no cover. Among 
the casualties in the G Company platoon attached 
for the attack was Corporal Robert J. Veasey, a mem- 
ber of the Air Forces, forced to jump when his plane 
was shot down. Before he died Corporal Veasey 
proved to the men he fought with that he was a 
good combat infantryman. Also notable in the fight 
for Beek was the splendid work done by the for- 
ward observer of the 319th Field Artillery, Captain 
Sartin. 

Meanwhile, A Company, still located on Devil’s 
Hill, was being hammered constantly by the Jerries. 
Lieutenant Robert Havens, who had been holding 
high ground to the south with fourteen men, re- 
joined this company in time to repulse the final 
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enemy attempt <m the Z 1st Demonstrative of the 
fcafct that Jgeptaiapi: Havens' movement from hts 
preWiou* position was undetected Is the fact tJhat 
enemy machine fired on the vacated foxholes 
an hour after the troopers had moved out. 

Do the 20th qI September, the 2d Battalion left 
its defensive positions m the ff&ffa era outskirts of 
Nijmegen and moved to positions so^h of the drop 
zone 1 in. the minify of Ramp anil Voxlnl . Except 
tor exchange of artillery and patrol ac- 

tions, ibis sector was quiet until the battalion was 
relieved by the’ With Parachute Infantry at mid' 
night on die 2 Uh, 

-On the 2 ^tVdf ^ of ^ ITe r , oriel Mended or- 

dered Company 1. northeast from Beck aemss the 
flit.'- as a combat patrol with the mission of clearing 
the area between the M Battalions, positions & 
Beck and the Waal River U was vonternplated 
that this virea would not be heavily defended since 
it afforded s ( musrno coyer an d routes of 'withdrawal 
and supply for the einemy virtually non- 

existent. 

The company moved out of Seek on the main 
road across the Hats, When it reached the road 
junction 1X100 yards northeast of the town, the 
company split, one platoon holding the road junc- 
tion, one moving up the left-hand fork, ntd one 
up tire fight- hand fork LreutenanT Delbert, C 
Roper led his platoon .to the left: and initially en- 
coutitered no ffestance. While crossihg a held 
near one of the dikes. Lieutenant Roper’s men were 
Surprised to sec a German rise up behind r be. dike, 
Waving the troopers on W tth jusf enough Time fU 
hit the ground before the Gwbtftis opened up, the 
platoon was pinned down and sustained several 
casualties. One machine gun on the left flank was 
able to go into a£titih against the ahd under 

this covering fire the platoon withdrew. 

Meanwhile the other platoons, hearing the Are 
fight assembled neat the road junction and set up 
a hasty defense to a watt the return of the others. 
When the company was ou.ee more assembled as .a 
whole, it moved back to Beek. 

During the early morning of the' next day, the 
2Trd of September, the 0 Barfahon. moved from 
positions near Beek and Berg-en- Dal and moved; 
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Tnf^ile of the toad near Thorensehe Mcd en on the 
test attack, denying further use of the road to the 
test of the tanks. The cause of the repeated attacks 
oh this position was to,$eaire the m>xtheast jend of 
the dike that ran irono the base of Devil's Hill to 
Thorensche Mplcn. If this dike could be captured, 
it would offer cover to its defenders and would 
afford a continuous line of defense from below the 
DZ to the banks of the Waal east of Nijmegen. 



Strictly defensive^ Durmg the week following |hf 
jump the ':]R^gihiient;''' had" been constantly on fte 
move, and by c(>nhnually carrong; r-he ; fight to the 
enemy numeroos casualties wete s^stathed. Only a 
handful of reiWorcemehh wa&,;to arrive before 
the Regiment was to move back to base camp in 
the middle of NcWeipbef, arid fox the remaining 
month and a half of the campaign all three b ab 
talipns would be fighting at little more than half- 
strength, i "~fo 

The 824 Airborne Division had accomplished ail 
missions' mftfiilJy assigned. The AfMtb Parachute Ifr- 
fantry had seised the bridge over the Maas River at 
Grave on D-day, September 17, British tanks from 
the Guards Armored Division entered our Division 
area over this bridge at 0&20 on the mornmgoftbe 
1 9tb, and $t 1 830 on the 20th the first tank crossed 
the highway bridge in Nijmegen and moved north 
On the northern flank l Company reached its .. towards Arnhem, The battle for the bridge, ohe of 
objective, the brick kilns at Erlefcom within the ■■the- Toughest ifoHolhiad, had been clfina^d earlier 
beid& At- £>ne pftrnt the eriSfte vCQt^pahy was pinii^d in the dly with an assault across the Wml by the 
down on the flat- terrain by enenry automatic 504th to serie the north end of* the budge while 

weapons firing from a ditch in front of the kilns, the 505th reinforced by British tanks assaulted the 

The tatiks came up and raked the ditch with their southern approach 

76mm. guns, enabling i Company to take the ob\ Ever since D-day the British 1st Airborne Divi- 
jectyve. H Company met no resistance- in taking its sion near Arnhem bad been catching everything the 
objective, the brick kilns at Eriekom witlfin the Germans had to throw. Through chance they had 
sector. dropped just as several crack divisions from the 

Company Co on the right* teached its objectives Hitler Reserve, the German reserve force if&t both 
Thorensriie Molen in the face of heavy resistance, fronts, approached Arnhem ort its way to relieve 
but was forced to withdraw by the accurate enemy units opposing British XXX Corps-, , then located 

artillery. Four times during the 2 3rd and 24th G along the Escaut Canal. This large German force 

Compg&y attacked and reached its goat* but each was diverted as soon as warnings of the drop came, 
rimts found the objective unCenabkfo&s the; area was and proceeded to isolate the British uads . before 
extremely 'Open and the men were fighting under the they could effect a major assembly. By the end of. 

eyes oi enemy observers. Em ally they secured the first week the survivors of the division -held a 
posUmm 600 yards to the north at WerChcren Lake small area north, of the Waal where they fought 
and covered the flats with fire. A tank from the against a force several times their own strength, 
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry was destroyed in the stuvmg off annihilation. Finally word Was given 
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by the division commander, Major General Urqu- 
hart, to split up and get back across the Waal River 
singly or in small groups. Because of these un- 
fortunate circumstances the northern branch of the 
Rhine was not spanned and all projected offensives 
from the salient had to be cancelled. This informa- 
tion was passed out to the men of the 508th in a 
talk explaining the operation given by Lieutenant 
General Horrocks, commander of British XXX 
Corps and ground force commander for the Holland 
invasion. 

On the 29th of September the 2d Battalion re- 
lieved part of the 504th Parachute Infantry in the 
Voxhil area. At the same time the 1st Battalion dug 
in breakthrough positions to the rear of the 2d Bat- 
talion. The 3d Battalion remained in Division 
reserve behind the 2d. 

The 2d Battalion patrolled the area to the front 
vigorously during the last few nights of September. 
To their immediate front was Den Heuvel, a small 
patch of woods about 300 yards from the MLR. 
In order to prevent an enemy attack from jumping 
off from these woods and thus threaten the se- 
curity of the battalion’s positions, it was desirable 
to clear these woods of enemy. Consequently on 
the night of September 29 two combat patrols were 
given the mission of clearing Den Heuvel. The 
Germans were defending from holes with covers to 
protect them from artillery air bursts. The troopers 
advanced from hole to hole, clearing as they went. 
During the entire maneuver the enemy rained 
machine-gun and 20mm fire on the Americans. 

While the woods were being cleared a patrol 
from D Company of the 307th Airborne Engineers 
laid an extensive minefield across the 2d Battalion’s 
front. Having cleared the woods, the patrols 
returned with four prisoners. 

A systematic shelling of the 2d Battalion’s posi- 
tions began at first light the next morning, the 30th. 
All day long light, medium, and heavy artillery 
kept falling throughout the battalion area. At 
around 2200 a concentrated barrage was laid down. 
Two combat patrols which had been operating along 
the battalion’s front were pinned down by heavy 
fire. One of these could not get back to friendly 
positions until very close fire from the battalion’s 
mortar platoon was delivered. The message center 
tent in the battalion CP was demolished by a direct 
hit, and the area was pock-marked with shell craters. 

Realizing the implications of this barrage, the 
men of the battalion utilized the daylight hours of 



the 1st of October to improve their positions. Where 
previously there had been uncovered slit trenches 
there were now deep holes, protected from tree and 
air bursts by logs covered with dirt. 

During the evening of the 1st the enemy artillery 
began to fall again. This time the Germans laid 
down their barrage in great depth. In fact, the 3d 
Battalion in Division reserve near the regimental 
CP, was raked by shells. The regimental CP took 
several direct hits. All wire communication between 
the front-line companies and the battalion was de- 
stroyed. After the barrage in the rear areas, all 
wires leading to the regimental switchboard were 
also cut. For more than an hour messengers and 
radios were the only means of communicating with 
the 2d Battalion. 

The barrage was climaxed with an attack by an 
estimated battalion of Panzergrenadiers on E Com- 
pany’s position. Word was slow in reaching the 
battalion commander because of the communications 
trouble, and occasional flashes on the radio such as 
" tanks in Easy Company area,” were the only bits 
of information. Major Otho E. Holmes, command- 
ing the battalion, went to his OP with part of his 
staff to make a quick estimate of the situation. 

When the major had oriented himself, this is 
what he found: E Company on the left had its right 
platoon overrun and forced back about 600 yards. 
One squad of E Company on a roadblock at the 
right of the company zone of responsibility with- 
drew slightly in excellent order and cut down sev- 
eral Germans as they approached the roadblock. D 
Company on the right, and the left-hand platoon of 
E Company stood fast. The Germans peppered the 
area with mortar and artillery shells, and the Nebel- 
werfer rockets referred to as "Screaming Meemies.” 
In return the 2d Battalion had the 82d Division 
Artillery and British XXX Corps Artillery firing 
in the area. 

By midnight the German attack had almost spent 
itself and F Company, commanded by Captain Mar- 
tin, was ordered to counterattack. In a brilliant 
night attack which hit the enemy on the flank where 
they had pushed through E Company the line was 
soon restored. 

During the next day 28 prisoners w r ere cleared 
from the 2d Battalion to Regiment. At least 50 
German dead were in the area, and four armored 
cars and one Panther tank were knocked out. The 
2d Battalion casualties numbered 48, including 12 
men killed. This counterattack was the last fierce 
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fighting to take place in the 508th sector south of 
Nijmegen. 

The 3d Battalion remained in Division reserve 
from September 24 until October 6. During this 
entire period Colonel Mendez’s men were never 
committed to contact with the enemy. However, 
the period was one of frequent movement as the 
battalion was sent to check impending counter- 
attacks which never materialized in the Berg-en-Dal 
and Groesbeek areas. When the 325th Glider In- 
fantry’s attack to clear the woods on the south of 
the Division area and advance the Division’s right 
flank slowed down, the 3d Battalion was alerted 
and at one time had as many as four plans but it 
was not committed. 

On the 6th of October the entire 508th loaded 
into amphibious trucks and crossed the highway 
bridge over the Waal to the Arnhem-Nijmegen 
island, a peninsula bounded by the Waal on the 
south, the Neder Rijn on the north and the junction 
of the two rivers on the east. One of the drivers 
lost his way and drove his vehicle through the 
British lines into enemy territory. Soon the men on 
the truck found themselves staring down into Ger- 
man foxholes. The Germans were as incredulous 
as the Americans, and capitalizing on the situation 
the troopers abandoned the vehicle and made their 
way back to friendly territory. Only a few did not 
make it before the enemy recovered. By last light 
the Regiment had closed in a defensive area north 
of the town of Bemmel. 

From the 6th until the Regiment was relieved 
from the Nijmegen area on November 10, the war 
in Holland was static. Since the attempt to outflank 
the German armies in the north had failed, the 
Allied Supreme Command decided to concentrate 
troops for the next big offensive farther to the 
south, and the priority which had been granted the 
war in the Nijmegen corridor was shifted to other 
sectors. Neither side attempted to engage in more 
than patrol activities. The 508th was attached to 
the 231st Infantry Brigade and the 50th and 53rd 
Divisions, all units of British Second Army. 

Twice during the period of slightly more than a 
month the Regiment returned for a rest in Nijme- 
gen, and although the town itself was off limits 
to all American troops, the men of the 508th were 
billeted quite comfortably in a large schoolhouse. 
Showers, movies, and hot food were enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Life on the line at this time was quiet, but it 



was not at all easy. Hardly a day passed without 
some rain, and it was always cold at night. The 
rich Dutch soil soon turned into a mire, converting 
foxholes to water-soaked, mud-filled shelters. Only 
special attention to the condition of the troopers’ 
feet kept an epidemic of trench foot from breaking 
out. The terrain was very flat, and vehicular move- 
ment was consequently limited. Rations could be 
brought up to front-line companies only at night, 
and cold chow became the rule rather than the 
exception. 

Because of the complete lack of enemy activity, 
it was necessary to send out prisoner patrols every 
night to get information about the Germans. Pa- 
trolling was very difficult for the ground was as 
flat as a table, and the only cover was afforded by 
drainage ditches. Naturally, these ditches were out- 
posted by both sides, and on all but the very darkest 
nights the slightest movement across the flats could 
be noticed at several hundred yards. 

On October 17 two men from the regimental S-2 
Section, Corporal Smith and Private First Class 
Heath, embarked on a prisoner patrol that devel- 
oped into one of the most successful of the cam- 
paign. Leaving friendly outposts at 2330 on the 
17th the two men worked their way down the drain- 
age ditches to the Wetering Linge Canal about 800 
yards to the front. 

Pausing here, the two men observed the Jerries 
being checked in their holes, presumably by their 
noncoms. After crossing the Wetering Linge on a 
small bridge, the two decided that the easiest way 
to get behind enemy lines was to walk boldly up- 
right and hope that careless sentries would take 
them for Germans. This they did, and successfully 
reaching a point 4,000 yards behind the lines with- 
out being detected, they hid till daylight in a house. 
During the day they observed German activity and 
troop dispositions. 

Returning to the Wetering Linge about 2230, the 
two troopers duped a German in one of the fox- 
holes near the bridge into surrendering by approach- 
ing in the same manner the German noncoms had 
done the night before. At 2330 the patrol passed 
back through the friendly outpost. 

Later in the month the 3d Battalion sent out a 
reconnaissance patrol to feel out the German out- 
posts. Private First Class Donald W. Jensen, the 
patrol leader, was told by the S-2 before leaving 
the battalion CP that should the patrol become lost 
it could always find its way back to friendly lines 
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by keepmg the high-tension wires that stmcheci be* pinned clown and were relieved by being ringed 
tween the American and German lines on the regi- with artillery fire. In addition to artillery- the ftrgi 
mental left flank, to their right. On approaching mem had for fire support antitank guns; tanks , $..2 
the Werering Unge the patrol was scattered by morr&rs* and Vickers machine guos. 
machinc-guo fire. Jensen lUiknowingly wandeied Toward the end of the campaign the possibility 
along the front until he passed under the high- of the Germans inundating, the- island and thus 
tension wires referred to in his ’m^xuctions. Before forcW6gi the British and Americans back to Nijmegen 
starting to return to the battalion, Jensen oriented become acute, . And so, Operation Noah was born, 
himself by ;fch£ wires and keeping them to his right/ This was a plan to abandon the island irr the face 
he walked positions; Spotted of rising flood waters. The 508th would be the 

by several Germans at first light, he rather force- first to leave their positions, tit order m set up de* 
fully found out .'how mistaken he had been, la king feosively around the northern approach to the big 
cover m the drainage ditches, Jensen worked his bridge After all the units on the island had wirh- 
way feck across the flats and returned through drawn, che Regiment' -would follow On November 
friendly fines due next night. 10 the Regiment was relieved and moved to Nijmc- 

There were artillery exchanges almost every day, gen. The island was soil not flooded, 
and fettaiion staff membefs were kept busy corn- On the Hth of November, the twexitysixth apm- 
pitirvg shell reports from the companies, attempting versary of Armistice Day; the men of the 508th 
to pinpoint the location pf. -enemy’ wfeppns, ; -.Every' marched nventyrtwo miles to Gss r 
tirne a target could be -found, it .was plotted on the tory to returning to a. new . base camp n s . France. 
S 2 map and harassed with intermittent • fne both The- hike* was necessitated : fe. the .’fact that the relief 
day and night. of the British Second Army by the Canadian First 

The H?>th Field Artillery fixed constantly, backed Army wa$ being carried phi at the 'p$Sb time v ^hd 
up by several battalions of British artillery .which no transportation was available for tfe trfepets.v 
could be called for in an emergency. On November 1 4 the. ,508th closed at Camp 

Close, coord inatjfeypf .•attillery: • and ' infantry . was Sissonne, Fiance, a former artillery pdsfel* the 
achieved 



on several occasions when patrols became area 
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O N returning from Holland the men and offi- 
cers of the Regiment were looking forward 
to a long rest, comfortable quarters, and 
furloughs in England and Paris. As it turned out, 
the quarters would be comfortable, but only after 
the usual period of beautification of the area. The 
amount of rest the Regiment would get was of 
course up to General Eisenhower and the gods of 
war, but such things as turning in weapons to Ord- 
nance, and the rumor that the Division’s supply 
priority was so low that the supply officer couldn’t 
get himself a pair of socks all seemed to indicate 
that the 82nd would be out of action for quite a 
while. The furlough situation was not good. With 
supply lines stretched nearly to the breaking point, 
little transportation could be freed to carry men to 
the United Kingdom or Paris. 

Reinforcements were at the old Base Camp at 
Wollaton Park and the Regiment’s mail was still 
going to England. The approach of winter weather, 
the ever-present fog over the Channel, and the short- 
age of available aircraft all slowed the delivery of 
the most important thing in a soldier’s life overseas 
— mail from home. 

Passes to Paris started at the end of November. 
The first quota for the Regiment was very large and 
for awhile it looked as though every one would see 
the city before Christmas. Another indication of a 
long stay was the plan for extensive athletics. A 
football team was started by selecting men from 
the various units in the Division, and a big game 
was planned for New Year’s Day with the 101st 
Airborne Division. 

It wouldn’t be the Army if training did not take 
up most of the day and night, and so night prob- 
lems across the rolling hills of France were frequent. 
In the back of everyone’s mind, too, was the reali- 
zation that the call to battle might sound at any 
moment despite the general feeling that it would 
be some time before the 508th received an alert 
order. 

On December 16th the relatively good life came to 
an end. At dawn on that fateful day, approximately 
twelve enemy divisions pushed through the lightly 
held Ardennes in Belgium. Three American divi- 
sions, the 28th, the newly committed 106th, and the 
7th Armored were trying to hold on a pathetically 
thin line. General Omar N. Bradley, commanding 
the 12th Army Group, had decided to take a cal- 
culated risk. He had massed the majority of his 
troops in the north for the contemplated drive to 
the Rhine across the Cologne plain. The Ardennes 
seemed the least likely spot for a German counter- 
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attack because of the unlikely success of a lightning 
thrust with armor through the thickly wooded area 
and rutted roads. It was a certainty that if the 
enemy were to succeed in making a penetration, he 
would have to do it with such swiftness that the 
Allies would not be able to meet it with an over- 
whelming force by a quick shifting of troop con- 
centrations. 

At 2000 on the 17th the Regiment, still attached 
to the 82nd Airborne Division, was alerted for im- 
mediate movement to Belgium. All the regimental 
clubs had just opened and revelry in the area was 
at a height unprecedented since before D-day, but 
the grim news brought sobriety. 

The night was spent in packing personal belong- 
ings, in redrawing weapons from supply, and in try- 
ing to get everyone set for a move early in the morn- 
ing. By 0900 on the 18th the 508th, loaded in huge 
tractor-trailer trucks, joined the Division convoy as 
it cleared Sissonne and headed for Werbomont, a 
small Belgian village nestled around the junction of 
two of the most important roads in the sector. Here, 
because the situation was so fluid, the Division 
established an all-around defense and awaited or- 
ders. Meanwhile the 101st Airborne Division, 
which had followed the 82nd into Belgium by a 
few minutes, was halted at Bastogne and was com- 
mencing its epic stand there. 

At 1800 on the 19th, twelve hours after the Regi- 
ment had arrived at Werbomont, orders were is- 
sued to move to the hill mass in the vicinity of 
Chevron, two and a half miles to the east. The 
move was made on foot without incident. By mid- 
night the Regiment, less H Company, was at Chev- 
ron. H Company was outposting about five miles 
to the south at Bras. 

II 

When the 508th was alerted for another move 
late in the afternoon of the next day, the troopers 
still had not made contact with the enemy, but the 
505th and 504th had already met the enemy to the 
east near Stoumont and Haute Bodeux. Because of 
shortage of transportation, a not unusual situation 
during the first days of the German counterof- 
fensive, the entire Regiment could not make the 
ten-mile trip by truck and still be in position by 
dawn. Consequently an all-night road march was 
ordered for some of the men while others were 
lucky enough to ride. By first light on the 21st, 
despite the fact that no one had had any sleep, the 
508th, still out of contact with the enemy, was 
tactically disposed along Thier-du-Mont, a ridge 
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Map 11: T ha Regiment Arrives in the Ardennes 



a thousand yards south of the Belgian village of 
Goronne. Jeep patrols moved constantly across the 
front, searching for the first signs of the approach- 
ing juggernaut. 

The 508th was not the only unit to make this 
move. Rather, the entire 82nd Airborne had changed 
position and now was pushed out like a long finger 
into the middle of the north side of the wedge the 
enemy had driven into the American lines. At the 
tip of this finger was the 508th, supported as usual 
by the 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion. The 
purpose of this disposition was to bring relief to 
the units surrounded in the initial fighting in the 
counterattack. Elements of the 7th Armored, 106th 
and 28th Infantry Divisions were fighting in a pe- 
rimeter a few miles southeast of the 82nd. Any 



elements which could reach the banks of the Salm 
River, along which the 508th was disposed, would 
be evacuated to the rear through the escape channel 
for regrouping. On the 21st of December the 1st 
Battalion was detached from regimental control and 
placed in Division reserve. This seriously affected 
the defensive set-up of the Regiment, since a secure 
defense could not be maintained in the heavily 
wooded area around Goronne with only two bat- 
talions. On the next day, December 22, the 1st 
Battalion returned to Colonel Lindquist’s control 
and was placed on the regimental left flank. Early 
in the morning on the 22nd snow began to cover 
Thier-du-Mont, and the troopers received their first 
taste of winter warfare. 

On the 21st a five-man jeep patrol led by Corporal 
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THE 508 th PARACHUTE INFANTRY 



Robert Mangers of the 3d Battalion S-2 Section 
was operating to the front in the vicinity of the 
town of Provedroux when the jeep broke down. 
Corporal Mangers reported the situation to his bat- 
talion commander over the radio, stating also that 
Provedroux was still clear of enemy. While the 
driver remained with the vehicle to try to repair 
it, the patrol continued on foot, reporting that the 
two towns of Ottre and Petite Langlir were both 
also clear of enemy troops. 

At nightfall the patrol returned to the jeep, but 
found it still bogged down. Corporal Mangers vol- 
unteered to stay with the vehicle, and the entire 
patrol remained with him. The night passed with- 
out event and the work on the vehicle began the 
next morning. A little after noon word came back 
to the 3d Battalion command post that the patrol 
had been interrupted in its work by an enemy patrol 
from a Panzer division entering Ottre. Corporal 
Mangers directed the howitzers of the 319th on the 
advancing patrol. By the middle of the afternoon 
enemy columns could be seen passing through Petite 
Langlir on their way to Ottre, placing the enemy 
about two miles to the Regiment’s right front. Cor- 
poral Mangers ordered the rest of the patrol to 
return to the battalion area, while he remained with 
the radio to report on activities to the front. 

Soon the enemy began to sweep east across the 
508th front towards Provedroux. When he ob- 
served a bridge between Petite Langlir and Prove- 
droux being reinforced by enemy engineers, Cor- 
poral Mangers directed artillery fire on the bridge, 
momentarily halting the German advance, but not 
demolishing the bridge. At nightfall Corporal 
Mangers refused to heed an admonition to return to 
the unit, warning that he was now very close to the 
enemy and would send information as usual, but 
that he did not want to receive messages for fear of 
the Germans hearing the radio. 

The next morning reports from the lone observer 
gave more and more vital information. Lying in 
bushes beside the road he identified the enemy 
troops by their uniforms. A typical message was: 
"Tanks are rolling by, fifty yards apart. Two col- 
umns of Panzergrenadiers are marching down the 
road at close interval. The column seems to be of 
battalion strength." 

At 0900 on the 23rd Corporal Mangers trans- 
mitted his last message. He was not heard of again 
and was picked up on the morning report as missing 
in action. After the war in Europe ended, he was 



liberated from a PW camp and returned to the 3d 
Battalion before leaving for the States. The rest of 
his story of December 23 was an account of a bluff 
that did not quite succeed. 

Surrounded by enemy and wearing a German 
snow cape, he destroyed the radio and waited for 
darkness. Then he slipped from his hiding place 
and joined a column passing down the road. Un- 
able to speak German, Mangers mumbled "Jal'’ to 
every one who talked to him. Eventually a German 
noncom, no doubt non-plussed at the presence of 
an extra man in his squad, investigated more closely. 
The expected answer to his question was obviously 
not "/d!" for Mangers found himself suddenly 
overpowered. 

The important thing about the deeds of this man 
is not that he did an outstanding job reporting on 
enemy activities, but that he volunteered to stick 
by his radio even though he must have realized that 
the enemy and not the Americans were advancing 
and that there would be virtually no chance of hav- 
ing his position overrun by friendly troops. The 
thought must also have been in his mind that these 
Panzer soldiers might well have been the same ones 
that committed the much-publicized atrocities at 
Malmedy, where more than a hundred Americans 
were shot after being captured. 

The enemy armor moved northeast towards the 
regimental area and attacked the town of Salmcha- 
teau, several miles in front of the 2d Battalion’s 
positions. A heavy volume of fire was directed on 
the Germans from the commanding ground of 
Thier-du-Mont ridge. One enemy tank, a Mark III, 
was KO’d in front of D Company. 

By dawn on December 24, Christmas Eve, many 
vehicles and men from the hard-pressed 7th 
Armored and 106th Infantry Divisions had escaped 
capture running the gantlet of fire to the west bank 
of the Salm River where they were admitted to the 
508th area and directed across the ridge to safety 
in the rear. This was a very touchy operation be- 
cause it was done mostly at night, and the enemy, 
having captured countless vehicles during the early 
part of their counteroffensive, showed no scruples 
about using American materiel with American 
markings operated by Germans in American uni- 
forms to fool unwary sentries. The result of a 
bogus convoy slipping behind the lines on the ridge 
was predetermined, and trucks and tanks were rum- 
bling through so rapidly that a thorough check 
could not be made. 
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Civilians i«*t tifugt in a shyrch <r» Wjrbp.Mont 



i>r vision, which had pnded itself oh fe record ‘"no of the Regiment 
ground gamed ever relmquislied^ was moving contact was near! 
back' Geuerid Gavin later admitted that he hated The eac ly everts 
to iip itv and many lives were lost in retaking the oa the ridge, but a 
precious ground which was soon to bear the print lery began falling 
of northbound parachute boots. Bat the Division f e:v y casualties we 
was in a precarious position. • The escape mission to this time the C 
was completed, and the escape corridor might easily ent on their am 
be- cur at the base by a wily foe And so* on Corps Ardemies, and tht 
order the 82nd withdrew beginning at 2100 on a push through tf 
Christmas Eve It was a beautiful dear night with be accompanied l 
brilliant moonlight . sliimmering . on the sparkling $Q8tli coverin 
blanket. of snow that covered the coun^ide The bridge over tj 
Germans were sending Antwerphound buzz-bombs was the only pla 
to the northeast ever)' few WWiits* and thefy could without construed 
be seen approaching for many miles, easily identr ] n t b e early evenh 
liable by the ball of flame which marked their path, bridge, indicat 
So rapid was their advance that the noise of their reinforced' lor a 
passing reached the observers" ears several seconds Shortly after tbj 
after the missiles passed. est intensity, the 

The withdrawal of; the main body of* the Regi wa$ substituted fc 
meat W actoit)plishd widipuf incident, and in anc j both banks ; 
fact comrt^red upon as h&rig masterfully elements of the 

done. BydHlA the main body was- closed, along the Company 8 j 
line Basse fiodeux-Erm- V iliettes, the shr iek p a Jei 

With i he covering force of one platoon per rifle Germans seemed 
company it was a different, story. To .fully appre- and smoke. B C 
ckte the position of the men assigned to cover the enemy formation 
withdrawal, it must be realized that they were hold- the troopers held, 
ing in heavily wooded, mountainous country, and Farther south, 
even with a full-strength regiment on line it had Company's toveri 
been very difficult to maiAtain contact with units even more troubh 



Lieutenant George D Lamm 
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Map 12: The Counterattack from Vielsalm 



tenant Lamm checked Sergeant Prestos’ men on the 
right. The right squad was holding, but just barely. 
An MG42 had flanked them and was delivering 
deadly enfilade fire into the squad positions. Mov- 
ing on to check the rest of the men. Lieutenant 
Lamm told the sergeant to hold as long as possible 
and then pull left toward the road. Sergeant 
Boone’s men were preparing grenades to lob at a 
column of enemy walking down the road from the 
bridge, and the sergeant himself was directing the 
fire of a BAR on the approaching column. The 
BAR slugs and grenades all hit their marks and 
temporarily confused the enemy, but the Germans 
kept coming and coming. Lieutenant Lamm real- 
ized that withdrawal of A Company’s covering force 
would have to be effected now or never. He sig- 
naled the squad leaders to have their men begin 
falling back, covering each other as they came. 
Within fifteen minutes Lieutenant Lamm had as- 
sembled all the men from his platoon except a few 



platoon positions straddled the road from Vielsalm 
to Goronne, a few hundred yards west of the bridge. 
The main weight of the German attack fell upon 
the 24 A Company men. Two LMGs and two 
BARs were the only automatic weapons these men 
had to fire against the Germans. After looking 
over the situation and visiting all his squad posi- 
tions, Lieutenant Lamm returned to his CP to dis- 
patch a runner to Captain Delamater, battalion 
executive office and commander of the 1st Battalion 
covering force. 

When Lieutenant Lamm stepped out of the house 
he was using as a CP a few minutes later, a hail 
of slugs from a Jerry machine pistol tore into the 
door. The Germans had overrun at least part of the 
platoon’s positions! Seeing a man in the moonlight 
behind him, Lieutenant Lamm queried, 'Are the 
Krauts back there, Sergeant Boone?” The reply 
was another burst of lead. Sending his assistant 
platoon leader to check the squad on the left, Lieu- 
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who had be<*n overrun on the right.; When the 
group began to move out, these men .made their 
way through the enemy t<) rejoin the oufftf. Know* 
mg that the Germans were to the rear as well as 
to the trqpb rfie ptatpot) leagfe decided that the 
only way to reioih the of the regimental cover- 
ing force would be by drcnrnventing the h»U and 
moving to the assembly area from across country. 

Meanwhile B Company made its way to the a$« 
s^mbly area with. two. squads intact and a few men 
who had not been seen since the barrage which 
preceded the artack. C Company had been subjected 
to, artillery and, mortar fixe, but, being north of the 
Tone i if aHaCk, had }ost no. men and was . ready .to 
move back to the, new area intact. 

The other two. batt^Iiop^ hot hat as fiercely 
as the 1st Battalion was^ but the enemy vv as stream* 
i«g into the regimental area and along the ridge 
with such rapidity that Lseutenani Vernon Thomas, 
commanding the H Company covering force, and 
his farmer were both killed while trying to keep 
contact between the platoon and the; 3d Battalion 
CP. 

As the movement to the assembly area was being 
started by A Company, Lieutenant L&raxn he$r3 
the steady chatter of a fight machte gun ia tfce. Over- 
run squad .area. He returned and found two of his 
men. Privates Roboleete and petti4ficn plodding 
towards him with their weapon slung On their 
shoulders. They had been m tfefr bole when an 
enemy shell caved d m, and during the fire figlu 
no one had heard from them. Everyone assumed 
that they dead v but they dug themselves out. 
discovered ' thtr Germans 10 the rest of their platoon 
positions, and began to fight their way back to the 
road. This had just been accomplished when the 
platoon leader reached them. 

The withdrawal of the covering force could now' 
be carried out with some semblance of control The 
platoons from all three battalions reported tn Lteu* 
tenant Colonel Shanley; covering force commander 
aiKl the seven mile trek to the new positions tagau. 

had been fighting desperately 



Private f it*}. Oaf t Etpinor.a, Headquarter* Ccrripony, 3d B(s11aUor/ f in 
♦h* Ardennes — willing and abte 



the major carried him till be regained some of his 
strength. By 0800 on Christmas .morning: the entire 
Regiment was assembled On the hil\ mass over-, 
.looking Vii!ettes r Lrria, and Basse* Rodeu&: Al- 
though rmf ^ by the whole Regiment 

' fhe delayhig action of this; a>verihg force, wasgoae 
of the best pieces of fighting in the 508th's hSjferry. 

Christrtias pay for the 50$th was neither a day 
of rest nor joy. There was 'no .'turkey dinner , no 
presents, not even mad. Rumors were cirai bring 
that this pj^tibh Was to become part of a winter 
line, that Allied offensives would be started at other 
places along the front. Later actions dispelled the 
truth of this report, but one thing was certain • Ko 
German would pass the line thaf wa^.set upj^ tfie 
25th of December, There would ht no more with- 
drawals, no more surrounded American units. The 
.Spearhead' of German men and machinery would 
hei dulledj ib^H, aitd broken from these positions. 
The idea of giving to the enemy ground which 
Would have: To fee regained with bkjod did not ap- 
peal to anyone, and so the troopers bent to the work 
of preparing posffionSv 



Many ox the men had been hghtmg desperately 
during the hours foj lowing midnight, ^d many 
others had Been running messages over the rugged 
mouruamside since early evening, and $a munv of 
the txbrypgrS were fatigued almost to the point of 
dropping 

Major A (too I. Bell, executive officer of the 3a 
Battalion, kept up the spirits of the men who were 
worn out When one man passed out on the road, 
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Digging a hole for a home, though often a ne- 
cessity- is. vapleasAnr/ Digging a hole m the 

frozen soil or this hilt was almost ’ im'possihte ' • fSui \ ■ 
everyone managed to get down deep, while the 
demolitions platoon from Regimental 
Company, in conjunction with Company D of the 
307th Engineers, laid extensive minefields/ both 
antitank and antipersonnel, across the front. Bands 
of concertina Wire further strengthened the defense, 
and every platoon was given extra automatic 
Weapons. Heavy caliber ,30 and ."50 machine guns 
were added to the armament of the Regiment. Ten 
boxes of ammunition were piled by each gun and 
ten more for each gun were held in reserve i-o the 
regimental supply dump. Mortars, the artillery of 
the infantry, were zeroed in on every draw and 
dump of woods to the front. In addition to the 
usual artillery support supplied by the 5 15th Glider 
Field Artillery, a battalion of 1 55mm howitzers 
from the 106th Infantry Division was attached to 
the 82d. This meant in ease of dire necessity the 
thirty Ax 73mm howitzers and the twelve TG5mm 
ini an try cannon of Division Artillery, plus the 
twelve 155$ were avail itble for support The in- 
fantrymen felt good' With . this'; backing.- Every pos- 
sible target across the front was registered by these 
weapons >o that a<:cutate r unobserved fire could be 
called oh any point on short notice. . . ; " ' A/ 

The troopers did not have much time to prepare 
for the coming of the enemy. At 000 an observa- 
tion past in the regimental sector reported the pres- 
ence of the enemy in Odrimout, x small town two 
ffides to the southeast. Combat groups from all 
three battalions were sent out 500 yards m. front 
of the outpost line, where the 2d Battalion group 
contacted an enemy foot patrol. Two of the Ger- 
mans were captured and brought back to the regi- 



mental S;2. The Other groups did not contact the 
enemy. 

At 2200, December 25, the Germans moved in 
force down the mad separating the 1st and 2d Bat- 
talions on the Regiment’s left. Two companies of 
infantry, acting as advance guard for two battalions 
attacking abreast, were met 'by 

the fire of A ami D Companies, The fire fight lasted 
almost three hours, and by 0100 on the 26th of 
December the enemy was drwfen bade beyond the 
outpost line again, leaving a trail of gas masks* 
Panzerfa/iVs , packs and even weapons. Stragglers 
were rounded up the next morning by the engineers 
who were remining the area subjected to the attack. 

The next days were spent in strengthening posi- 
tions. Defensive warfare in Holland ha^ proven 
that a defensive position is never perfect; h must be 
continuously improved. The 26th and 27th of De- 
cember were recorded in tire uou journals as being 
quiet days with only patrol ucrivtfi^. 

However, for some individuals they were far 
from quiet. In D Company two men had worked on 
their hole in every spare moment. It was covered, 
with the exception of a fifing slit, by thick fogs 
which tn turn were blanketed with, eighteen inches 
of dirt. A German mortar shell hmded directly on 
the hole while it was occupied; Both mien were 
stunned, but their diligence paid dividends, for 
neither man was scratched. 

In I Company rio shells had foileo for quite $ 
while; and some of the rrien decided fo heat Up 
10-in- 1 rations for chow. While they were cook- 
ing/ a mortar bafragfc c^vUred/tbe area. One man 
• was kilted f and the picnic ended, ft was .just 
another case of learning security the hard way. A , 

The toughest job for the front-hne soldrei U\ a 
Stable situation such as this, is outpost duty. The 
entire Division had gamed much of its reputation 
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for its ability to hold ground through aggressive 
patrolling and outposting. To outpost properly it 
was necessary to push the outposts as far in front 
of the MLR as possible, still keeping contact with 
friendly troops. Often this distance was 500 yards. 

For the men on the line it was a comforting feel- 
ing to know that they were screened by alert out- 
posts, but for the man out front there was no such 
consolation. In the event of an enemy attack the 
outpost was often swallowed up by the onrushing 
Germans. One of H Company’s outposts in front 
of Villettes was wiped out in a manner that still 
remains a mystery. When the relief went out on 
the 26th, he found the outpost unoccupied. The 
only evidence that anyone had been there was a 
discarded Ml rifle and canteen which were lying 
in the snow nearby. No word has been heard from 
either of the men who were out in the snow alone 
that night. 

On the night of December 27 activity increased 
in the 3d Battalion sector. H Company held posi- 
tions in the village of Villettes on the extreme right 
of the Regiment. G Company was on H Company’s 
left in the village of Erria. I Company remained 
in battalion reserve on the crest of the hill. At first 
darkness on the 27th the enemy laid down a smoke 
screen on H Company’s position and followed with 
a concentration of high-explosive shells. Mean- 
while G Company was having a comparatively quiet 
time. 

Later, about 2300 that night, an enemy plane 
strafed the boundary between the 3d and 2d Bat- 
talions and the 3d Battalion 81mm mortar positions 
on the crest of the hill. Shortly after this a patrol 
from the battalion reported activity in the woods to 
G Company’s front. An artillery concentration was 
placed on these woods by the 319th in hope of 
breaking up any impending attack. 

At midnight the first sign of any definite action 
reached Colonel Mendez in his CP when Captain 
Wilde, G Company’s commander, called on the 
phone and reported that his outposts had been 
driven in. Immediately artillery fire was brought 
to bear on the area indicated. A few minutes later 
G Company again called, saying that they were in 
the middle of a fire fight. Enemy artillery knocked 
out most of the wires running from the CP down 
to the rifle companies, and since it was evident that 
the center of the action would be located in the G 
Company area, Colonel Mendez left with his radio 
operator and Captain Novak, his S-3, for the front. 



In the battalion CP messages sent by the colonel 
were picked up by radio and transmitted to Regi- 
ment by phone. Meanwhile all available wiremen 
were patrolling the lines across the mountain looking 
for breaks. 

Down in G Company things were not going too 
well. The enemy had struck at the boundary be- 
tween the 2d and 3d Battalions in the village of 
Erria. The point of the German attack attempted 
to sneak in between F and G Companies’ outposts, 
but was fired upon. It was the ensuing fire fight 
which gave Captain Wilde his first warning. Mov- 
ing down the road into the town, the weight of the 
German attack threatened to overrun the right of 
F Company and the left of G Company. However, 
alert and aggressive action on the part of platoon 
commanders and squad leaders prevented the Ger- 
mans from exploiting their advances. 

As soon as the German attack began, artillery 
observers in the 2d and 3d Battalion areas began 
to call for fire from Division Artillery. In a few 
minutes the first shells were heard swishing over- 
head, followed by the heavy ka-whump of detona- 
tion. As assembly areas and troop concentrations 
were more accurately spotted, the 155mm howitzers 
opened up. Soon the whole area was spotted with 
the bursting shells. German noncoms, often sil- 
houetted against the snow, called the roll of their 
squads and platoons in loud voices with the inten- 
tion of confusing the Americans. The arrival of 
artillery shells turned many of these shouts into 
screams. 

Parts of Companies E and F and Company I coun- 
terattacked and reestablished the position in Erria 
by 0430 in the morning. Just before I Company 
moved down to the village in the attack, Lieutenant 
William D. Bush, who was due to leave next day 
for the United States and entrance in the Military 
Academy, told Colonel Mendez that he was a little 
dubious of his chances of making the trip home. 
However, he was not harmed in the fight, and did 
make the trip. 

F and G Companies employed the morning 
strengthening their positions and rounding up Ger- 
mans who were still hiding in the village. Some of 
the Jerries had been so sure of their success that 
after taking the town they went to sleep in cap- 
tured bedrolls, and not a few such men were rudely 
awakened when G Company returned to its original 
positions in Erria. 

The Division Artillery commander, Colonel 
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Marsh, was put: ( ovjt about' the amount of fherest of his buddies, Private Hamid M. Cfaylfc emp- 

amnwriitUm that had been expetided jbe night- be- tied his carbine at the patrol, but on- .the second 
fore. The supply Situation was sttlf very tight ia magazine the guo jammed. Gayle crawled out of 
Belgium, as ir had been all along the front for his hole and started to tun to his section leader:* 
several ninths. However, the colonel was quickly position to warn bmv but was ..killed before be had 
padfWd when be learned that more than a hundred gone five yards .'the test, oft ibe b^wka section 
enemy dead were found within the defensive area was warned in nme,. however, and the patrol with' 
after the attack. They were identified as coming drew after being badly shot up, 
from all but one company of two battalions of Sb Before the Regiment .bid made the withdrawal 
troops, Soitihtichs showed that while many w etc to its ' .present positions on Chmlmas Eve twenty 
Curly recently- inducted and not at all what one four men 'were placed on detached service with the 
would expect to find in the SS 7 almost all ffe oom yd Armored Division to infiltrate tn eaeihy push 
corns were old SS men whose long combat cireers ti'ons and do rei'omiaissance patrol work: hyfhe 
had been ended in the tight The 3d Battalion's stx days they remained with the 3d Armored the 
casualties included H killed, .. 34 • .wounded, . arid ' ’9 ' group completed more than twenty' patrol missions, 
missing, took an active pan m an attack, and performed 

The eriii of December and the beginning of Jan- local . security missions. Only .two casualties were 
uary wen? spent improving defenses and feeling out sustained — one kd led . and one wounded, 
the enemy positions to the front ire preparation for As opposed to the reconnaissance missions at 
an attack, comphsbed by this .-group and the Tegi^entai and 

On one of the last nights of the yfcar it was an- b&tt&l$prt $-2 other groups w^yte *ent out 
iKuinced hy the unit to the troopers' right, , the 323th on more aaive missions such as htmlTidt/dhg an 
Glide* Infantry, that they would scad out a patrol attach, Typical of these combat patrols was one 
in snow r capes, similar to • those used by the Ger- composed of six men frortf D : Qimpzny which op- 
mans At about OMK) if*', the owning a patrol so erated in the 'vicinity of Reh-trmonr on the reg)* 
etfuipped passed thrc>u L gh fhg 'Dtt|jpC$fs of the 3d rrtmtal left on fhe •fchjb - 3 lib The patrol 

Battalion and. wkf ^llenged. > by /; "iter t harotoka- way led by UctUenint Joseph Hail who had proven 
mao from Headquarters Company Unable m himself ir« Holland n> he an- excellent combat oft 
answer the challenge, the patrol was fixed upon and cer Moving swiftly . to Rebarmont I he patrol ob- 
returned the fire, Having no communications with . served a burning, budding . hut po enemy activity. 
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Seeing a freshly beaten path in the snow near the 
town, Lieutenant Hall led the men along it, hoping 
to surprise the enemy. Noticing some Jerries sil- 
houetted against the snow, the lieutenant deployed 
his men and advanced with marching fire. The 
enemy was caught by surprise and abandoned his 
weapons in confusion. As soon as the Americans 
moved onto the vacated positions the Germans used 
an old trick, bringing mortar fire on their previous 
location. Staying only long enough to neutralize 
some AT and AP mines and to take some Soldbuchs 
from the dead, the group returned to the regimental 
defensive area. 

During the first few days of January it became 
apparent that is was not the American plan to stay 
on the defensive in the Ardennes. The German 
counteroffensive was halted just east of the Meuse, 
and Supreme Headquarters was faced with the prob- 
lem of regaining all the lost ground. On January 
2, 1945, the Division field order for a large-scale 
attack arrived at the regimental CP. The attack 
jumped off on January 3, ending the defensive phase 
of the Battle of the Bulge for the 82d Airborne. At 
the beginning of the push, the 508th played a 
reserve role, backing the 504th and 325th. 

Ill 

The 508th Parachute Infantry remained in re- 
serve until the evening of January 6, at which time 
the three battalions were in separate assembly areas 
north of Odrimont, awaiting orders from the Divi- 
sion commander. For four days the troopers had 
been slowly displacing forward, following the at- 
tack closely enough to be committed on short notice, 
but not closely enough to allow enemy fire to 
hamper maneuvering or preparations for an attack. 

At midnight on January 6 the battalion com- 
manders returned from a meeting with Colonel 
Lindquist and issued the attack order to their staffs 
and company commanders. The objective, ironically 
enough, was to be Thier-du-Mont, the ridge from 
which the 508th had withdrawn on Christmas Eve. 
Each company would take the area with which it 
was most familiar — the area which it had defended 
previous to withdrawal. 

The Regiment would attack in a column of bat- 
talions with the 3d Battalion leading. Once this 
unit was on its objective, the other battalions would 
pass through and slide over onto their respective 
portions of the ridge. 

The early hours of the 7th were busy ones for the 



entire outfit, for ammunition had to be drawn, and 
rolls had to be made and spotted for supply person- 
nel to pick up. Arrangements had to be made to 
insure that blankets reached the men again after 
the attack, and of course orders had to be passed 
down so that each individual was thoroughly 
familiar with his job and the job of his unit. 

Before dawn the long columns of fighting men 
began forming on the snow-covered roads, and 
march to the line of departure began. Through 
Odrimont and Arbrefontaine the column of troopers 
twisted. At the village of Menil, 2,000 yards north- 
west of the ridge, Major Alton L. Bell, 3d Battalion 
executive officer, set up a hasty command post to 
relay all messages from Colonel Mendez to the 
regimental command post. Supply vehicles came 
up as close as possible bringing 81mm mortar am- 
munition to the mortar platoon as they went into 
position to support the attack. Meanwhile the rifle 
companies passed through the village and deployed 
for the jump-off. G Company was to lead the as- 
sault followed by the rest of the battalion in col- 
umn. Colonel Mendez’s command group followed 
the lead platoon. With him went his S-2, S-3, artil- 
lery liaison officer, mortar liaison noncom, and radio 
operator. 

The jump-off came shortly after first light with 
the 319th Field Artillery laying down a preparatory 
barrage. The plan called for the assault to flank 
the ridge from the right. However, approaching 
the objective, the attackers would have to cross 
several hundred yards of open ground before 
reaching cover on the base of the hill. 

G Company moved rapidly at first and pushed 
out across the stretch of open ground preparatory 
to the final assault. Suddenly one of the scouts 
pointed, "My God, look at that!" There, about 
500 yards away, was the well camouflaged muzzle 
of an 88mm rifle. In a matter of seconds the first 
shell burst among the troopers, and others followed 
fast and furiously. A bazookaman raised up and 
fired a round of high-explosive at extreme range. 
The round detonated on the protective shield of 
the gun, driving off all the Germans who were not 
killed or wounded. Tanks and tank-destroyers were 
called up by the battalion commander, and with 
five rounds the enemy destroyed four of them. 

More artillery was called and the 81mm mortars 
opened up. Realizing that to stay in the open meant 
certain annihilation, Captain Wilde told his men to 
move forward. Staff Sergeant Frank Sirovica, com- 
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manning the lead. jpiatc^ci; fed hifc fr<K?-pecs. .lonvard, .. for this is to be expected in war/but rathe? that 
driving the enemy from the big guns. For his work many men who were wounded m the attack died 
at this time. Sergeant • Sirovka later received the that night from eXp^ure. The.thennometef hovered 
Distinguished Service Cross. arOund zeio al! day and thex? dropped much lo^er 

When word reached the 3d Battalion CP in Meru) at. night. The entire ridge was buried iu two ’feet 
that the battalion was on its objective General of snow, and the few paths that ran up the side 
Gavin, who happened to be in the CP, fold Major of the hill were soowboumj; l$at; even a jetp could' 
Bell; * c .Tell Lou Mender and those men that* this is get near many of the wounded. Search parties 
the best job I've ever had done for me." combed the thick woods all- night m hope of find- 

The enemy dung to the ridge with fierce .tenacity, mg some of the -wounded, but many were not found 
and the 1st and 2d Battalions took their objectives until too Ute, G Company* which had, led the as* 
ordy by thetn from the Germans with blood sault, arrived on position with 33 men in fighting 

and steel By dark fho Regiment was back in the shape; though it had jumped -off . that morning with 
positions it bad left on December 24, but the ground more than .100 men. 

over wft&h they was stained by Amm- TheAmeficans did not have their usual three- or 

cm mi . Germkn- ;hhbi foupto-one predominance in artillery .shells, not be- 

The worst part of the attack on January 7 was cause of any lack of fire power from friendly units, 
not that so many men were killed in the assault, but because of the huge piles of ammunition that 
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the enemy had on hand and was not able to trans- 
port to the rear. Rather than have these dumps fall 
into the troopers’ hands, the Jerries burned them 
up in opposing the attack. 

After three days in defense on the ridge, the 
Regiment was relieved by the 75th Infantry Divi- 
sion. During the three days the men of the 82nd 
waited while the unit on the right advanced to the 
same line. Lieutenant Foley, who was now com- 
manding A Company, led his men to Ste. Marie, a 
small village 2,000 yards to the south. Here a 
strongpoint was established to warn the Regiment 
of any impending attackers along the west bank of 
the Salm River. 

By dawn on January 1 1 the entire 82nd Airborne 
Division had been relieved and was resting in bil- 
lets in and around Chevron, Belgium, about twenty 
miles from the front. It was here that the troopers 
were able to get their first showers since leaving 
Camp Sissonne. Also instead of now being outfitted 
in whatever warm clothes could be found, everyone 
drew new combat suits, gloves, and galoshes. There 
was plenty of wood in the area for fires and plenty 
of stoves in the buildings to burn it in. Conse- 
quently, while waiting for the next job the men 



were able to keep fairly warm. During this rest 
period passes to Paris began again, and though 
they were naturally few in number, they were at 
least something to which to look forward. General 
Gavin spoke to all of the battalions separately, 
relating exactly what had happened in the critical 
days of the Battle of the Bulge, and what part the 
82nd had played. It was comforting to know from 
letters from home that people knew of some of 
the fighting that the Division was doing although 
this was no compensation for lost friends and a 
miserable life. The 101st had become surrounded 
at Bastogne almost as soon as it arrived in Belgium, 
and their gallant stand against numerous German 
divisions was becoming a legend throughout the 
Allied world. 

Although alerted several times to go back in the 
line, the 508th was not committed to action until 
January 21. At this time motor movement to the 
Deidenberg area, on the northeastern edge of the 
Bulge, was initiated. By shortly after noon the 
Regiment had relieved part of the 23rd Infantry, 
2d Infantry Division, and elements of Combat 
Command A of the 7th Armored Division. 

During the three-day stay in this area, there was 
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little activity. Men on outpost were reqttvS*^ they 
lame frantic mewages from their company : 
Hinders relayed from other units. "Wc 
tanks moving across our font; Rkijd better watch 
for an attack at dawn 1 ' . how * . 

ever, and it really began to look as if the Gernrians 
had worn out their ability to wage offensive war- 
fare. Artillery was very active for both sides, 
though many of the rounds were feeling out im- 
portant installation^ ostensibly by chance Reports 
came in that the Germans in the border villages 
were using radios to direct fire on the . America ns; 
and a check of all civilians uncovered some very 
interesting things Several radios were found dm! 
a German first* sergeant supposedly homo o|r leave; 
was discovered in his grandmother s house The 
S-2 had the vilUge cleared immediately of all l • •• 
mans, and there was m more remarkable Accuracy 
in the enemy firing. 

The snow was deeper than any encountered he 
fore, and the inaccessibility to vehicles of tome of 
the positions . was iMX'sn touted when men were 
wounded by artillery fire in the snow and uiuki 
not be reached fey the medics'" jeep. In opc\ par- 
• fiYular case a man was wounded severity in the 
stomach by an enemy high* velocity shell, believed 
to be direct fire from a seif propel led pm To 
reitch the casualty, aid men had to tramp through 
200 yards of waist* deep snow 'When filing ;» liru r 
for evacuation, tiie medics were under enemy ulv 
servation. The tramp back through the snow with 
the Jitter oh their shoulders was re&f work. The 
whole operation tcx*te rwo hours— two hours winch 
might well ' made the: 4*%^ Her ^en life. ' 
and death. 

Relieved from this position on the 24th <>.f Jan- 
uary during m intense ^%Wy b«trrUge, the Regiment 
moved into Corps reserve for two dayl Oh; 'the 
evening of the 26th the *>08th again moved to the 
frcsini ^ in the VfcMty of Si, Vith. the first 

town of any sue to be seized by the enemy at the 
outset of the battle on the nth of December. 

The regimental assembly area was lot a fed in 
Sart lev St. Vith Here final plans Were, land ,mq 
final orders issued for the biggest Allied attack since 
the German breakrhrough,. led by the 82nd Air- 
borne and the 1st Infantry Division. The terrain 
over which the big push was to take place was about 
the toughest* to he found anew here. Through the 
thick w&Ci$s -arid, up the rough* snow covered slopes 
of tM Ardennes proper, the dougirifeoys. • wbufd ;- push. 





CoJontl Ljbd^uisl cotr^ratulaftt litufanant Von I fiwyck upon r+ciipjt at 
hit tso»tlwfr*lel cPmmftsfon 



The few narrow, rutted roads over which vital am- 
munitiori and fcxid o>uld he hauled were snowbound 
and .initially; only. 'Weasels ' {tracked j^eps) would 
, be able to get fbrGfigfo • > . 

On January 28 the attack jumped off, and once 
again the 50Rth was held in reserve as two of the 
other regiments moved oft in the assault edw'fon. 
TV . mid -morning .a long, twisting, double column 
of troopers was advauciiig across the rough country, 
ft was ^no\yifi^l)ardc^ ifoda hi^gjl wind wait blnwittg, 
Straining bodies leaned told the 'storm as The swirl- 
ing snow worked itself Under scarves and ipfO boot 
tops, chilling the men to the bone. All c% Jong 
the troopers moved forward, first warmed up by 
•the rapid movement through deep snow under a 
, heavy load, and tfeerr nearly freezing wbgnevet the 
column made one of its frequent halts. By fate 
afternoon the Regiment was assembled around the 
h'ttie txindet of Waiierode, soil -.in- Division reserves / 
Just before darkness settled over the Belgian coun- 
tryside. contact was jruute with the. enemy when a 
small by passed group of Germans wandered near 
'The 2<1 ^ assembly area. fa the ensuing 

fire fight -some casualties were sustained, the Get 
till killed ox capfoyedy and the false 
scUifcjity that ounes from btrifig a reserve 
unit was. shattered a $ everyone became doubly alert. 

The Regiment did not remain long in the assem- 
bly area. but. was: ordered to move at 2000 the same 
evening to n forward assembly area m preparation 
for arfagkdng eastward again. By midnight the men 
were settling in dbg neve ,grea. having drawn am mu 
mfion. and rations, for the next day s fighting. At a 
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meeting with the battalion commanders orders were 
issued by Colonel Lindquist for the 1st Battalion 
to attack the village of Holzheim, about two miles 
to the east, and for the 2d Battalion to attack Me- 
dendorf, south of Holzheim. The 3d Battalion 
would follow the attack in regimental reserve. 

At 0400 the 1st Battalion pushed off for Holz- 
heim, approaching the objectives in a column of 
companies, and carrying ammunition, food, and 
blankets on their backs. The roads were open only 
to light, tracked vehicles such as Weasels, and since 
few of these were available the operation would 
be a rough one for all. Objectives would have to 
be taken swiftly, roads opened immediately, the 
supplies brought up at the first opportunity in order 
to keep the men in shape to continue the attack. 

Shortly after dawn, the 2d Battalion marched 
on Medendorf. An hour after they left the assembly 
area the 3d Battalion moved up behind the attack- 
ing echelon and into another assembly area. Once 
again a feeling of false security was smashed. The 
reserve battalion was located near the regimental 
CP with a ridge between it and the enemy to pre- 
vent direct German observation. However, the bat- 
talion was just getting settled when enemy shells 
began coming in. The fire was quickly adjusted 



and increased in intensity. To add to the danger, 
the shells were bursting overhead in the trees, 
showering the area below with steel fragments. 
Movement from the danger spot was initiated but 
not before nearly twenty casualties were sustained. 

In the early afternoon of the 29th the 1st Bat- 
talion pushed to Holzheim where a pitched battle 
was fought for the town. Two companies, B and C, 
entered the town by different routes. B Company 
on the north did not have too much trouble getting 
into the town, but C Company to the south ran into 
several light, tracked vehicles mounting 20mm guns. 
First Sergeant Leonard A. Funk, who had been 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for hero- 
ism while helping to clear the Holland DZ, per- 
sonally led the assault on these weapons, and C 
Company moved into town. The battalion imme- 
diately set up a defense around Holzheim. At this 
time approximately ninety Germans who had been 
taken prisoner in the assault were confined under 
guard in one of the buildings. 

Meanwhile the 2d Battalion had taken Meden- 
dorf without too much resistance, and after securing 
the town, F Company was ordered to march on 
Eimerscheid, a small town about 1,000 yards to the 
south. A contact patrol was sent out by the 2d 
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Ns smoking weapon bad; on bis shoulder, both 
sides of the road ami the urea surrounding the 
building wet# covered with fallen tmemy;. Estimates 
shmved aboujl^ff of f |ie. .nirCetV Germans were 
..killed and frhs rest wounded. None escaped. For 
-hi$ xjUfck . thinking, aggressive action, and his abso- 
lute lack of fear ■ Funk was later presented the 
■.nation's top award, rhe Medal of Honor, by Presi- 
dent Ttufnam - * ;> r », ; 

;If was riujrtih^ m^ a tenacious burieh 

j com* 



of in Eirnmchdd; the 

fort of the buildings inspired the Germans n> stay 
at much, as it to spired the tojopers to clear the town. 
T3 Gompany was sent to 'help, but the -regimental, 
commander ordered the attack to be abandoned 
until more ammunition could be brought up. Am- 
munition was low in the battalion* and, it would 
he almost iin^ssible to defend the ground gained 
if more were expendS^, . .Positions were solidified. 
Battalion from Medendorf to HOl?heim> but this and the ;>d Battalion brought up to a position 
patrol was surprised en route by a group of Gcr- between and Hnmediately behind the other two bat- 
mans and captured. The German, officer in charge Utfens. The Weasels which the ! bc- 

of this group* imawafe that '.Hbfeteim had fallen* ^gan to bring up ammunition arid food, and to take 
Took his prisoners to the town, confident of turning the wounded to the rear on the return tap. The 
them over to the German commander job of the supply personnel w-t$ tremendous, and 

When he arrived in Holdicuiu the German it <ya$ only through persistence that they were able 
quickly grasped the. sifuaCionv.itnd, taking advantage to nurse then vehicles over the rutted snow-covered 
of the fact that snow tapes made it difficult to hills; As was usual in the. attack when supply 
identify the Germans, he decided to bluff his way problems were many, the only rations to get to the 
pO&t the guards to the German PWs, Speaking front Were tffer paiffftous but nearly tasteless fC ra- 
perfect Englisfi, the Jerry .managed to .&&t€h the tions. More .tfeati. one man kept hinisdf gpitng over 
guards unaware and capture them He then began the rough terrain by eating snow during ..breaks, 
te ;Mw) Wk tafittud ; The. fiction of • . At midnight the battalion commanders were as- 



Scorching out the anemy nm or WvJfarod* 



aptured comrade*, J'be location of 
fbes£ Jeiries, and the fact that the Ur Battalion was 
undergoing reorganisation on the objective meant 
that it would be quite easy .for the enemy to inflict 
consideritble casualties u\ fighting their, way-; m the 
east 

At this pf^ise moment Sergeant 
the building to. check the guards. HU .tommy gun 
was siting oyer bis shoulder, wfltlv boll back- and 
saftTy off. As Funk - approached the house the Gsr.-- 
mm[ ptficet poked a huger it? his stetmieb add de- 
manded surrender, The sergeant stepped back tb 
get shelter fitirri the coma of the build mg and re- 
appeared with submachine gun in hand*; RWly 
cutting the German in half with 4T slugs, Funk 
emptied his gun mto the. group uf Then 

reloaded, firing burst after burst af the. fleeing 
enemy. Funk was joined by troopers who had been 
attracted by the firing. Y^hen the first put 



7h«i« German* didn't return ib the fatherland from Hurigen 
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sembled again by Colonel LindcjuiSt to receive; m . '■ .split ; ways and. headed eastward Across; county. The 
attack- order, 'While;- the meeting was going on, the snow and the rough terrain, made maneuvering aU 
2d Ikttdion of jhe Parachute Infantry rt> m^{ and so instead of deploying against 

Ueved; the ;2d' Battjali'idfh ; the THIS: •' the enemy, the two battalions marched eastward in 

ther4 assembled naif in . f Or • ; f lie .'• separate columns like ic)ng finders poking into the 

next day's attack. The .verba! order issued by the • <nemy‘$ ribs. The. hea.vy snow made' walking almost ' 
colonel called for the Regiment to .continue the impassible with a heavy load.. The trail breakers 
pUsftto the east. The 3d Battalion would drop its bad to fee changed frecjuendy in order to keep them 
resent role and lead the Regiment to the line of from drojvpmg with; -fatigue. for the man in rhe 
departure The 2d ItUtdion would follow and fan middle of the column- it was an old story. Run 
off abreast of the id at the LD. The Ht Battalion fifty steps, walk fifty, and then stop. Unshoulder 
would be in yegimehtal reserve. The day s ob- a k.rad, shoulder it again, and move on. Up rhe 
jectiyes were ihe town ; >f Lanm.ath, three miles to steep inounlamsides the men labored. Down i£V 
the east, for the 3d Battalion, and the ground to the trails they slithered. Through . half- frozen • streams 
south of this for the 2d HattalfOti, they sloshed Bodies became tired, minds became 

At .0300 on January 50 the column moved out. dulled from being constantly on the alert. When 
Winding its way : north. • 1 fkip' • yards ifj the line of the forest beg&o to shade the meager kin, a hale 
departure near Hrdzhefinc the two ;issau It battalions meant near freezing. Finally, almost at nightfall. 
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Map 15: The Drive to the Roer 



the objective was in sight. The 3d Battalion broke 
out of the woods in sight of Lanzerath. Hastily 
the men deployed in an assembly area while the 
battalion staff and unit commanders received final 
orders from Colonel Mendez. Supporting weapons, 
in this case the battalion’s own mortars, prepared to 
fire on targets of opportunity. The attack began. 

Lanzerath fell after only slight resistance. A 
few prisoners were taken, and a building was left 
burning. The Germans who were captured were 
unable to comprehend that a unit nearly self-suffi- 
cient in what it manhandled through the snow, had 
crossed the wooded hills and been in condition to 
stage a successful attack. After reorganizing, the 
men settled down for the night, if an hour on and 
an hour off guard through the night could be con- 
sidered settling down. 



Meanwhile to the south the 2d Battalion had met 
only small isolated groups of resistance in taking 
its objective. The 1st Battalion had moved to a 
reserve position near the regimental CP. 

Before dawn on the 31st the regimental CP dis- 
placed forward to Lanzerath as the 3d Battalion 
prepared to leave town on its way east to German 
territory. The 2d Battalion was to move on the 
3d’s right. As the columns began to twist slowly 
forward, Lanzerath came under direct tank fire. 
With shells whistling close overhead, everyone in- 
voluntarily ducked, though the missiles were long 
gone before anyone could move. 

Some of the shells hit the new CP killing Cap- 
tain Nation, the regimental adjutant, and several 
others. There was some confusion at first among 
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Having b**rt rniinvd by fb* 9fh Wf entry Orruton, thnSOSfh march** te the entrucking point in the So at kivpr Vttiimy near Schmidt, for return 
' ' to be** <*mp ; •* ; v-r* -V- 



the men on the road, bur this v/a& soon settle, and 



came the new regimental assembly area. The com 
the- two* to move out, once again parative comfort of unheated buddings was enjoyed 

describing two paralk.i arcs through the snow. By by the Regiment during the stay here. Since this 
eat ly afternoon the entire Regiment was on its was the first time the 508th had etuered a section 
final objectrV.^ a xidgs averlix^fcmg a . northwest- - of Germany where civilians were living, Genex&t 
southeast road along the German border* By this Bradley's letter on non fratemi^uiOR dxcul^tedc 
time the Regiment was well- into the Siegfried Line/. By nightfall, however^ tire Cv^tenrs of this letter 
as . evidenced ’ bf ih&'dtkgotf* teeth, pillboxes, and were temporarily forgotten as the word passed 
heavy artillery pieces encountered. Several Germans around, /’ We 're ^ moving up again f- During the eve- 
were killed ami: captured while the only casualty in nitlg’ the 5QSife relieved • 517 th and part of the 
the assault echelon was one Id. Battafipn 5G5th Parachute Infantry in the little town of Serg- 

was shot by a fellow trooper m the $wx>ds. The stein, about tbr^t west of the Roer River, 
victim was carrying a German MP#$ machine •pistol •• Several units had tried unsuccessfully to push £6 
and wfcfttng a German £n&w t&pe; the last two the the previous weeks. This river was 

souvenirs'., he collected. important strategically because it was the last ob- 

it was rm January 31 that: the final objective was stade w est of the Rhine and once a bridgehead over 
reached and the Regiment remained itt position rhe Roet; -was secured, American armor could roll 
urrtijf februaty 2 , whttT k WS mac&dto the Ptam. 

include some of the area formerly held bv other The men nine after the lORth took positions in 
units of the Division that were taken out of the Bergs tern the troopers jumped off in an attack to 
line and sent north fifty miles to the Aachen area, the river. The 2d Battalion led the rest of; the Rcgi- 
On the dth of February the 508th moved into m enh Advancing about l y -400 yards in the fee || 
old barracks near Rencheux, the Scene, of the 1st en erny fire and extensive .antipersonnel mindtelds. 
Battalion covering force’s struggle an Christmas ^he battalion was held up by a killing lane of fire 

from the south. Upon . investigation the battalion 
commander discovered that this fire ' tfdfapjnQ 
from a piece of high ground that should have been 
Geared by an adjacent unit, w hich Was held up by 
4 lack of amnittnifiori and could not continue the 



On the night of February 7 the Regunem moved 
from the rest area in RencheUx to 
Aachen, The small German village at .Hahn be 
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attack until the condition was rectified. Cnnse- jacent t ufge to the south. The 5d 'B^ttahon remritned 
cjuently.: the 2d Bmabon took Up defeit&ivc posh in reserve 1,000 yards to the rear. These positions 

titfns to hold the ground already gaiaed. were' kept until ' February ' )&. 'During this period 

In the early evening of the same day. feh.ua ry ' extensive patrolling went on to the from. The big 
orders came down from rte 82nd to seize and dams further upstream of which the famous 
hold the high ground on the west bank of the fiver. Schwammeoauel was the largest Were partially 
At 0200 on the !0th the 1st Battalion attacked;. . blown by the enemy before their capture. As a 

Most of rhe. snow had melted, and it was a dark result the Soer was partially flooded and the pro- 

night Tlit immediate objective was HiH 400 ; but jetted Crossing- had to foe delayed Patrols gathered 
the route to it* base was* sown with and personnel at! the- information necessary for - the erasing, md 
mines, many of w>hkh w r w the: dreailed wooden the 5d • Battalioir officers reconrroitered for positions 
ScM mines which defied detextnm by the usual dec to supfXirt the operation. On the evening of the 
tfical deViceT Company leading the .attack,.. ran 17th the hatcahon commanders were called to a 
ih^.a>0ft}?nuted machine-gun fire and was forced mening-M the regimental CP. When rhejcrerurhi^l 
to call tar artillery fire, However, the darkness and assembled their officers everyone fdt sure that 
vastly impeded accurate adjustment of rice fire and at last the attack order for a difficult mission was 
the weapons were jkU immediately silenced. How- being given However, the actual -fact of the m;u- 
ever, while C Company kept - the enemy to- .petition ter was that the entire 82nd Airborne was being 
by laying down an extremely Iveavy volume of fire, returned to theater reserve near 'Sisson he; France, 

A and B Com pa roes t hoiked the hill On the right With light hearts but heavy tread the troopers 
The move was successful and the enemy was div of the 5()8th marched to an assembly area west of 
iodgird. By 0850 the 1st Battalion was ompusmom Schmidt the next day. . By • February- • 20 the.. ftegi- 
The 2d Battalion meanwhile pushed on to . its merit had arrived hum Aachen at Sissotme. Tixe : 
objective on the light of the Isl Battalion The mode of travel had been the unm»nt 0 xtab!e foot: 
opposition >ya.s not heavy, bat: mines were spread westward-hound 40-jnd-Bs. Though no one really 
aU .along the route of march. By rmdmoromg the suspected it at the time, the fighting days of the 
withe. Regiment was'-.m position w ith the 1st Bat- 508th Parachute Infantry in World War 11 had 
tsilion on "Hill 400 and the '2d Bjttalion on the ad* come to a dose. 
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TT^URjNG . the Ardennes campaign Omp Siss 
1 cfantf had bven taken over by two general 
JL-r hospitals, and the entire Reims area had be 
come an assembly area for fofod'Of the divisions hit 
worst during the Gemian countero0ertsive. As a 
tesiijt the units of the 82nd which returned to Siss- 
onne no lunger wer^e able to look forward to the 
comfort of buildings* but Were billeted m tent 
camps around the main post Because no one had 
been able to get the proper amount of. food under 
cumbat cm&loom at the front* an increased raison 
was ordered for. the. Regimen r £ This combined with 
relative faacti\ ity of improving the tent areas was 
intended to fatten the troopers. 

Tactical; training Was held to a minimum during 
the; fast fo\V ‘weeks of the second stay at Sissonne. 
Several Division reviews were held, as well as the 
ysuaj number of regimental parades, Every man 
was requalified in as many weapons ay it was pos- 
sible to establish ranges for Demonstrations were 
given by Ornsioo beadguarte.es in some of the more 
recent weapons of the European war< including 
TSfaxh rockets and the new baseball grenade This 
grm&dey as its iiame bnpltefa was the she and 
shape, of it baseball and filled with a plastic ex- 
plosive. Many times more powerful than even the 
Gammon grenade, it looked like the answer to the 
pa raeftufis t i prayer far a light but potent antitank 
weapon. The fyme proved to be faulty however, fot 
(me day while it was being shown to some of the 
men, the grenade detonated just as it left the 
thrower s hand. One man. Pfc. Robert D. Cassady, 
was killed and several were wounded. 




loaded in a plant lot a training jump at Camp $\ae>or>^ frane/i,. in 
March T94S 



M 



On March 3 ^ battalion jumps were mmated* all 
units oi the Division making the jump, with the 
A08th one of the last units on the schedule. The 
1st Battalion and Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany were scheduled for the morning of the i 4th, 
2d Battalion was scheduled for the afternoon, and 
3d Battalion was scheduled for the next morning. 
After the jump ead> battalion was to run a problem 
which would be observed, by umpires from other 
unite* 

Before dawn on the 14th the 1st battalion began 
the motor march to the airpoit on the outskirts of 
Reims: After dr awing: chutes and loading equip- 
merit bundles* the men piled aboard the C-47s, A 
flight of almost an hour brought foe? 42-plane for- 
mation over the. chop zpjifa 

As the: men began to pour from the doors dis- 
aster' struck, One ot the pianes at t he end of the 
formation threw the propeller From its right engine; 
Since ail the planes were idling then engines during 
the drop, this plane quickly lost altitude. The pilot 
desperately ; tried to gel above the formation, but 
hh attempts were unsuccessful. All : the jumpers 
in the plane were all eight, but as the plane lost 
altitude it began running info ihfcipenwKa had 
jumped from planes at the front of the formation. 
Chute after chute was picked up on the wing and 
tfalas the G4? pi uriged earthward , TXTth a skfcern 
fag crash it plowed into the ground and burst into 
flame. Immediately men begin running to see if 
they could be of arty help, but all their comrades in- 
volved fa the cra$K were beyond human aid ■ thfa- 
era 1 Gavin, who carne to the DZ to observe the 
cfajimsfaU. of the situation. Jfe sent all 
fe tsf B^ttMioh nfojn back to their problem- and let 
the medics haiidk' the cmh. Seven members of the 
AOHth . and. four members of the plane crew were 
among the dead. 

That aitemoem the 2d fiaftalfact jumped com- 
pletely ignorant of wliat had happened m the moor- 
ing for it was tightly thought by the o-fiteets 'of the 
An Corps' and. Colonel Lindquist alike that if would 
be better . for the men pimping to do so wifodfa 
thinking about:, the accident: When rhe 3d Bat 
talion jumped thfc next nfarnihg, however, it Avar? 
a different 3fory. Most of rhv fo^i fa the battalion 
had been oo fofa difaes the pre- 

vious day when the trash occurred, arid when the 
command was passed down the line, "'Stand up and 
hook u p fa all eyes peered out die door at the planes 
fo the near . No one was anxious to have a repeat 
performance. 
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(?.) Company A # raiding of Camp S*»aonp«. Cup/orn Miilsaps folk s fo fh* platoon by 5C#-53d<. (2) SWrgj’pon’f Morgen and S+rg»ani Moors ro*i duct 
c tupply problftffi iff vg* *3) Mopr Jtfoim**, •Ugimebforf $-3, j«.v*x intif actions, f 41 Dac Kl*in' «a6o*jefc« Ir^ofononf Oavrj agcrfftxf jump 
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fti 'Il*$nh9at*t $«2' for a frn**my jump at Gamp Smorwe. f 21 Third Ba Motion personnel prepare for of raining jump (5J ond 

W* Other phdf f,f pf the 508th*s training jump a? Camp Sfs<orfr»e iff More/? I?4.5 



For the remainder of th?p month regular training practice jump; However, a few minutes later an- 
problems were h^W. iVfany ted corrte, other, arid then, another tewtejUon came oyer, md 

to the h>8r.h and the old problem of getting them, bmoeuhrs revealed full para racks under the fell >£> 
* ea d v for combat was paramount once again.' White of the planed, Tht5, there was a combat mission! 
the trainings was going ■->»*, equipment was. 'once A few -minuter later hundreds. more C-Ds came over 
again {^Hiring into the regimental area, in order tow trig gliders The Rhine <w*s- being' vertically 
that on a moment's notice the 508rh could mite enveloped, as they say in military cudes, and (he 
more be vomnutted ro battle men of the 508th were happy to be able ro sit 

On the morning of March 1A Colonel Lindquist one out. ' 

decided to hold an inspection of all the tent ureas Oh April. 4 the long attauwenf of.; the -JCmth ro 
As final preparations were being made, a droning the 82nd Airborne Division game to ;icr end. The 
was heard in the wes't A formation of wa;T Regiment was placed under the direct control of 

headed over the camp, Fveryone imagined that First Allied Airborne Army. Immediately the Regi 
some 'uther unit oh the Division ' was. making a menfe packed iio and fnbmf by truck: £0 the railroad 
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(}1: In -rnofifrcdlifiQ. afvt: or Chartr** (2) £J>ow tjf ih& in)orthalU»9 w Q. f3) Th» moil, cornet yp. 



(4) QitcuuroH&f French :urr*ncy oi O >aru*». 



nearby tuwfis, but toe the 



the 4p-arid- 

8s the troopers- Were. w^tward across Frat*ce, 

arriving the riext day at Chartres, southwest of 
Paris* .Here the regiiBentaf CP svas established and 
the Regiment went to.hearby airfields, prepared to 
jafrjp on forty-eight houhs' hodhe tp liberate pii& 
oner* 6 1 -War. camjs it the Germans resorted to atrocr- 
ties £as? at the Rhine the Allied armies were 
cutting Germany to ribbons. 

While they were & the airports. the troopers had 
chancy to yisit Paris. Since many men had not been 
there before, this was a real break. All combat 
equipment was kept beside the bunks at the aiy 
ports, but ft u as the $la& A untfelpn that wii$ used 
the most. week an opera- 

tion! for the Reeimenr. Finally, on May 7 the news In the latter part of May the Regiment .Oncer 
•broke prematurely • that; thenar- m Europe wu* over ! • agam moved back to Sisscinne to gather up all the 
It Vw'jis ;'a day of much celehrarion in Parts and the equipment and await assignment On June 8 move- 
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at Y74, Frankfurt. \ 2 ) Sacr&tory a f Siat» 
i Navy F'anvital convzrttit *i!7i Gvn era! 
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Lieutortant Thomas and Him 5081 h'< drill platoon 



ment was initiated tti Frafik^uirt-arti-Ivt^^^ Germany* two months the battalions would rotate itf these 
where the '• 08 th was to be stationed with the Army various jobs 

of Occupation On Hie 1 0th of June the 508th : Since the 508th was operating under the eyes of 

arrived at its' new station and immediately b^gan the most important military' men m Europe, per- 
ocaipattob duties appearance was more important than ever 

H The infantryman s slouch that many men had. dfc 

\ eloped during days at the front hVd to be replaced 

ErankflnT^tm-Main was. designated . as the !oc> . with, the ramrod backbone of the good garrison 
lion of Genera) of the Army Dwight D. Hsen- trooper. Many hours were spent on the drill held 
bower's Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expedition* doing close-order drill and hmsb?ng up mi the 
ary Force. The 508th Parachute In f khtry - was chosen 
to guard the headquarters and jbfr Form honor giptds 
for all visiting RlttetaS npf’ht 

flirt itself; but in the hide sufc^itb o( 
the troopers were able to live very combo tfahly. 

Two or three. men were assigned * to ea gb , a parttpeiif 
which usually consisted t of a bed ruorm si triu g room, 
kirdien,- . and/dbath* gEiee&jc- ..water, heaters were U> 
eac-k a^ritneat. When the German «*wrreT$ 
w'eye evugred^they were allowed to take only cloth- 
ing; add T^i 3 j»g ¥ leaving the apartments completely 
furnished “ ‘G 

The priinary mission of the Regiment was the 
security of the big headquarters; This ! vyas..a&^fpi 
pi i shed with two battalions, one bethg assigned to 
guard the wired in incteure where tt>e headqLw,rters 
was located, and Another bemg gjvsffi Thgjob.of 
gu a t d ing the nea rby to w n $ o f Oheru rse I , Ba d Hum - 
burg, and KorrigstCtn In this outlying territory 
were the homes of 102 general officers assigned to 
the; headejuartersV The bfher battalion trained in 
a re«erv^:^iti>n in HeddiTbheim to form gtl honor 
guanls aird reghnenta! parades; and to perform spe 
vial . seed ttijjlj; If Was planned that every 



$ti)0 ftrgtont Walter 8- 8aenrft r C ornpony 8, on guofd of the entrance 
■fo-'fb* i. b forrbar. bu ildl n q in Ffdn0i&t 





i*h: Sonfe Hani* bacomn* h&noratlr cvional of th* 5C8th at Frankfurt. Cantor: Sonia goat aloft "with th* SVdfh Might. At Y74 prior to »h* 

■ ipka-off to obsprvo parachutist* at work 



mamuj of arms. battalion held several . Bartholomew Hall aftgr Teefefti0ar> Cir4:d£ 

practice' reviews in ptepa ration for the first honor - Ellsworth BartholdmeW, and the nt^o.ro& ; x lab be- 
guard assignment •" pime known $$ Brogan Hall io memory of Staff 

• .White parachute .scarves; and white gloves were Sergeant Harold j. Brogan, 

worn at . all ceremonies, and compliments on the July 25 was an rmportaof date for the men of 
apjpeafcmce of the guard came from many officers, tt Col. Alton L. Bell's 5d Battalion. Taking a day 
me ludmg General Eisenhower. oil from the Be rim meeting uf the Big Three, the 

During July* the first surprise inspection of; all President of the United States paid Frankfurt x 
German houses in the pcoa^adon ' zone As the b^Uairori formed at the big airfield 

was ordered in a top secret operation known as omskk of rhe city to wait for the President, Gen 
Tally-ho. Many '.picked up without erg I Eisenhower passed through the ranks rattemg 

proper identific^fibu^ many soldiers were appre to the men. After all ranks had been dressed and 
bended who fed replaced their uniforms with civil the colors had been presented, che battalion stood 
ian clothes without clearing through Allied PW fer ease wading for the big planes -to arrive. Ac the 
camp**, and many concealed weapons u r ei^ found, first plane settled, a jeep dashed out to the mam 
At the end of the 48 hour search period alt muni runway to guide it to a position in front of the 
riems and black market goods were turned over to honor guard. The President dtscerided and in 
.Military -GoVernmentV ''while MG courts toed all spected the troops, .remarking on their fine appear 
the. Germans apprehended. ance. Then Mr. Truman climbed into General 

The on#^uestioi\ foremost in every irtiopels mmd Eisenhowers .sedan, and headed into Frank fart be- 
was. "When do I go home?" Immediately after rwcCn two files of guards from the 29th Division, 
VE-day. a point system was announced to determine Although this was by far the most important re 
eligibility tor discharge. ' With one point for each view that the men of the 508th stood, h was by no 
month in the Army, one for each month overseas* ' .means- the only one. Several french, Polish; British, 
five for each battle star or decor at. ion, and twelve and Russian military leaders were greeted as well 
for each child, 85 points : was set as the. initial figure as high-ranking officers of the Army of the United 
to ler men our of the army. States, the Secretaries <>£ War and Navy, and the 

The first group to leave the Regiment under -this. Secretary of State, 
system started for home when the 508 th was still Frankfurt .wars fine in the summer. Redeployment 

m France, Then as belated decorations and. combat had not affected the Regsmenf to a great extent, and 
sur> were published in orders, more and more men there Were plenty of men to pull guard. There were 
bet a me eligible to go home. Before ail the oh] several good .swimming pools in the area, several 
men had left, an election was held it> select the riding academies m 'the country around Frankfort-, 
hvo men killed in action who were best remem and new clubs were: opening almost every week, 
bered and best loved by their buddies, to their •Swimxmb.g. suit* were, not' part of their standard 
memory the privates and imneoins of the 508th ecpi.ipmehi but several men had pieces ol parachute 
named their dubs. The privates’ club ,-w called rilfc-'Mved from the Normandy and Hoi. bind drops 
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color guard at guard mount, Hoodquariart USFtT, Frankfurt. (2), f3K IS// l6l Tfr* 508fh prulls guard Mount at tftadquortari 
USFFT, 141 iitvfvaant MocBlan tt Ond th# 2d Battalion** drift platoon at Frankfort 
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W Marihpf Zhohoy of fh« Had Army intpfidt th» 50#f h honor guard, accompanied by lltMtnanl. Cdlotjvf B«1{ (2) G?n*'a! &yll and o fiepcb 

£*r\*rol cohMMse after obiemng the SOB fh guard mount at Headquarter*, US f£ 7. (3) Capfatn Toth 'urt/Vei thn congratulation* of tht f reach 
i Upon the appearance of Company H. 14} Gtmorql Siionhower speak* to the SQ&th'i t/tnlry ctf Headquarter* USTEF 





OCCUPATION 



lefl. U*o**nctnf Colonel prtwiH u+nfdt tit the Qrang* lanyard to indiriduati oi the $08tb Right ; liftutenom Colonel Warren, 

iiwfwant. fonts, and Utu/tenani Calonef Mandat hr ceremonies fat ptesenrolion of the NeJiharlandi Order i>f Wt/fern and the Belgian 
Cotirroget* fa the 508th. ■ , , - \ U " : 'i ' “ 

■which when put to liberated" sewing machines in furl ami- then in 'The Army Hour 
life apanttiem ^ nude suits tW the envy of all; States. 

During the munch of July three. 04 7s were used The summer also produced an- excellent -bU.sdba.il 
by the Regimeui to drop men who had not jumped league m the Frankfurt atea. ; Although the Rep 
$inte HojWdy Making .the most of The • •' intttt .second: • fo' the 3 Hath Signal Service 

it was decided u» acquaint the men and officers of Cm) up after dropping a tie-breakmg fjmder w*rh 
USFET (Forward) witjir the art, or lack 4$ VX K eh* the champions, the HWth Red Devils boosted same 
hided i\\ leaping from an airplane, Despite some of the fine$r and most colorful players fo the league, 
unpopular rumors 'that a few of the generals wanted .Staff Sergeant William N Dagon played 3 fstst game 
to see a bar fa. I ion of men mass jumped mm the at second base when he wasn't wearing his white 
Olympic Stadium on the outskirts of town, a roomy, scarf m General Ike's office, an honor given to six 
plowed held near the parachute maintenance shed soldier* m the regiment. Sergeant Billy King. was a 
was picked for a drop romo Spectators watched ternfk backstop m addition ha handling his section 
loan the ground, and a few of the lucky. .ones were of parachute riggers. But the character among 
able to ride the pUnva mul watch the troopers leave characters On the diamond was the 3d Battalion 
the door. These Jatta were almost invariably 'ivOT commander, Lt. Cuk Alton L Bell. Spurting a ttd 
rid k the pbes of the jumpers that Since ad spec- handiehor mustache rune inches from tip to fif\ he 
aims were issued chutes, they would naturally be looked like ;i ball player out of the rm types. But 
evpe\teJ Ju jump. Any la^k of confidence or hes- despite the cackles from rival rooters the jnajot 
uincy cpuM be overcome by a swift, .sure kick, in proved himsdf to he enough of ^ pitcher to win 
the right' plate. The climbed out of the the distincu^n of making tBe dfeague aH-sUr stjuad. 

pUtres vtt a:oJ>C8:t : admiration lb September a football team was organized 

t or anyone who would jump., Smrte -inufferings yhiclv ; unique amOrrg ETO dubs in that no. 
«>? 'd unoed fools' 7 * and >omp with acute airsick officers we.ee allowed to play. Jh« dab wa5 coached 
ness. Tiie . chmax of the week s activities was a by Technical Sergeant Ronald Armour who had 
jump from 3.000 feet, more- Than Twfce honhat played guard for three years at Notre Dame under 
altitude, for. the benefit of skateixinem uc t re$.> Sonja K/iute Rockne; Armour most have studied well at 
Hciuc,, who in addition to riding the plane was South Bene! for opening wide vv? rout over the 
made an honorary* • member of the Regirriem.. A <>bth Armored Reg yroenc. the Red Devils went on 
radio broadcasr of the jump was made; With some to trim every team in the league. A pastcseitSofi 
special equipment constructed by Lieutenant Edward game was hdd with the 3rd Infantry, a regiment 
J . -Kenney and "Staff Sergeant Joseph Sfaerrdd, The which bad arrived in the ETO sporting a football 
broadcast was relayed from the 07, fo AFN Frank- team packed with college stars- that had beaten all 
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Tb* 508 th Rtd Day its play rh * (JSfET fnyodars at Victory Stadium in Frankfurt 



(V and (2J Sargearti tyitpil Dorr. 508th Pl6, deitnH Sergaati* Jimmy Shir lan, 3d Afmorwd ffM^iarr^ .at Frankfort. A fhiotic H*id )SK-Sar^tpdi 
Brondh. £FQ b*a«y#4i$hi vruitling tkampion. (4f Intramural boxing matt hat at Haddaftifr+Jto, t$j €TO haoyywaight wrattlftig champ 
(61 Company f wim rh* H*ad quartan Command, QSFtX, mioor-hcgu* bctkatkall champipniKvc 
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tP Jacqueline Dearjng, Donald iarton and Icf vord f, Scot) celebrate the fir rf shoving qf //’(he Mem Wfto Cam* to Dinner/' produced end 
directed by members at the iOdtfc at Frankfurt 12) Ah MCC party trt Amgen NpH, Xeddetheim. (31 (he 9945 football team hot a banquet 
at the G* Country - Cfo.fc, ' Qb»twh**k'- technic ol Set peunt Amour, head coach, fhonhu the thorn tor iH cooperation. . UX inti sfed m*n * quarters 
at Franhfur! (Sjf Preparing tor *n*jp«cf«<jn of quarter i. (6) A SQBIh pathfinder fteqtn f-et+iyes tnttr^iont ai pronkfu^ 




THE: PARACHUTE INFANTRY 



and bayonet scabbards,. The baym»cts uii tte idles 
they. /carried . were chrOfftfcct Tt \y&& the best sample 
..of' J^dsjon drill that (host of dir oa-Jookers had 
seen. and it brought d thunder of applause from 
everyone md tiding general Eiseuluyveer, m eeicbLan 
U on of whose birthday the gantc was played. , \ • 
in the second lull of the ball game, Lieutenant 
jack Mucheil of the Cockades tftfjict! and r^ii^exted, 
giving the 3fd Infantry a 7*6 lead. The Red Devils 
countered With a pass interception that changed the 
score to 12- 7. The lead changed a fourth time when 
the Cockade machine, demonstrating the smoothest 
T formation east of rhe A thin tic, scored on 
Wjth score at H-12, Ron Armours men were d4r 
satisfied to gt> down to a on^pomt defeat They 
took to the ait Forced to kick tn the final seconds 
of tWgarm\ Jim Kurrispam was blocked, 5ml the 
Cockades scored again A$ the final gun went off 
the score stood at 20* 1 2. Though rhey had lust the 
game, the .regirnentri team had nothing to be 
ashamed of. Pushed around the field by a more 
experienced team, the 508tb ‘riev.en made a fine 
showing. 1 epical of the spirit of the players was 
guard Sran Belem's refusal to accept a substitute 
until he collapsed and had to be carried oil. 

A few days after the game the team travelled to 
Nice, France, W here they Hauled fair a week before 
playmg the .Chanor Base,. Section team. The 508th 
wan wfeh Frank Grignnis travelled 27 yards oh 



(i) The SQQth's Jaaibcf) taarrt defeat iih&tafik e n$ atWieshaden, 194$ 
U?J Tti# $6$lh y* Uf# -3$#,- Infaittry >-«C Yjftaty Stadium, Frankfurt, 
November 1944 (2J Gen* Pat C i jaw H ow.er cbdagei sides at 'he 

$QBlb 3d Irifaairy foothali game 



comers at Fort Ikon mg tor two .year* smight: The 
’•id Infantry Cockade*, were undefeated m right 
starts itnd the 508th had won seven mu row, male 
ihgrhe game the bigger dra^llg Octd -of rhexsedson 
at Frankfurt Victory Stadium [between twenty and 
thirty thousand spectators watched the game 
The 50Hri), spearheaded by Frank Gngcfius, lor. 
merly of fhg Detroit Dons and one of rhe two 
players on the vquad wit It more than college tigsh 
man expenence, tallied once in the first half while 
holding the Cockades worries*. During the inter 
mission -the Store-board read 6 0, while a special drill 
plgtaon from the 2d Battabort, led by Lieutenant 
Ririurd Durkec; demonstrated everything in the 
I DR. and a lot that wjsfi'f, In addition to white 
scarves and gloves, i he men wore w hite pistol belts 



ileiitenants Placket Banker and Zapottk^ c rear oiler Basr&gn?, at 
Fruoktijti 



>^>Al 






m m 

sw 


iNA fOi 

, 


*> '•** mm 


t m 


Hpf 

i .‘rlr.-* 1 / 1 a ■ > 







pm 







Go gle 




MUMS 



(fl. Sloit Saryoani hm Flynn. Cotvpiiny 0, vikt a question of Gwr&r0fA1cf;/arnejr of ih« sacond USFtT ra.d&phycrmnl tohfamttca o> Frankfurt 
l?) Oh th*> fOb training, *&F School, Frankfurt ? 3 * t>jf*r«o»T» 'instruction in motor mochanicr. til School fdi btarning tiro r«po*r 



fa« Idv K»t the only su>r€, Evferj' timber of the . SOHt h y,av the only parachut# unit to stay in. Hr' 

) took ■■■n tut lough amt then returned to the theater; Consequently hy rhe end ;>fr the year most 

ffagUnmi in type to att^|d ayyaw^fiis banquet: where of the men m the Regiment 

souvenir jackets v. ere presented to the team. or [ow-podu men. Three hundred Volunteers for the 

With the S2nd and 10! s r Airlsorne Divisions Regular Army left the Regiment in November for 

slated for shipment to the States early m 1948, the re-enlistment furloughs. 
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Colonel Qfko ■£. : .Holtnw a tsomo* command of the £«£»<*•** . in December T94.5. ' Higfrh Gown! Joseph t McNarnef, tom- 
inond'flg Cmnerai. USffT. give? hi* Christmas message to th* troops to Technicof Sergeant Sam W. Trace?. Company D, at USFB T Htfock 

quarto)** in frank fort. 



Chnsrma* in Frankfurt was nor M ail what at had front received' ail. available supplies. The personnel 
beets' for most of the men U hom<k but it'w*f.om- section back at the base camp worked Jong hours 
sidsf&bly feeftei* thin ? |fi(e^6ne had spent tympilihg record! writing letters' of ccmdol^we. 

m ikvIg'ium.T held m all the and keeping track of personal effects 
regmvemai clubs during Christmas week, and on In garrison, the men and officers nf rise Medical 
Ne#r '.Year’s.' Eve everyone celebrated in a big way. Detachment ' wore- called pd Ivollera. but when Ger • 
lor no matter what was in the cards for 1944 it man steel, star ting landing nearby, the atd marc- nj 
Was bound m be a bet ter year than the one p/e- the surgeon were the doughboy ’sbest friends. Hoi 
ceding it. soon will be forgotten the quiet services the' chap- 

111 . hum held a few hundred yards behind the lines 

whenever possible Not soon will be forgotten the 
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BATTLE CREDITS 



★ 

NORMANDY 
6 June to 24 July 1944 



★ 

RHINELAND 

15 September 1944 to 21 March 1945 



★ 

ARDENNES-ALSACE 
16 December 1944 to 25 January 1945 



★ 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
22 March to 1 1 May 1945 




NORMANDY 
6-7 June 1944 
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HONOR ROLL 



V icto Grabte 
Robert D, H ugg in* 
j ohn J . J a mpeteto . . 
Cieorge jatros 
Donald J. Johnson 
Edward M. King 
Robert P. Math Us 
Robert U Mitchell 
Roy \V. Murray 
Uuyd L Pol'letlt Jr. 
John A. 'Quaid 
Norbiri j Schwartz 
jostpii f. Shankey 
Eitgche H. Shav <U h 
Talbert A- Siriitli 
Vernon Thomas 

KzLuiid Uetitm^ifs 
Boyd A, Aitxaodcr 
Charles ft Cani " 

• Miuuk ,Ck Coofc, 
Joseph M. Duifjr 
Janies P Duke. JY. 
Edward j . Czep in ski 



Liber t FT Hamilton 
IhederRk G Humphrey 
Arth ut E . Eaflige 
John F. Leatherwood 
Paul % Lehman 
Robert W, Lob man 
benjamin F. Meadows 
Jljorrtes j Merrjt.t 
Duane W. .Morris 
William E Pulvemw 
Thmtrn L Rockwell 
William S. Send del 
Vincent L. Sheehan 
Arthur 1% Sne.e 
Elmer R. Stull 
Job?); S. ianker. Jr- J 
•Lourtn^ M :, Weaver; Jr. 

iWiU H Wdi i,i 

{■ml SvtgWHh 7 - 7 , ' ; _ • : ■ 

Raymond l Conrad 
Robr-ji S. Gcry.bi 
Pad y. Smith 
Man el A, Wensei 



'Cfi'fo ml 

Hubert .;.& BatK;heHe*r 

John, A Breen 
Hal M7 treaty 
Francis E. PJahdcW 
Wayne K. Harvey 
Edward F. Kin# 

I. P Maternovvskt 
Wilham K Nation 
Creratd A. Ruddy 
Geo r ge W . Srmdutls 

Bnr Utidiendtm : 
Edgar ft. Abbott 
Brii(7edE>Beil 
Kenneth 7C i .-o 
John ],D;dy 
' iaeOfgt' C. Dii vjs 
Rafeh E DeWeev 
$$il ikrir, |7 Carry; 
Fted E. Gillespy 
Hoyt ‘I. GdoJaRp 
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Staff Sergeants 
Donald E. Beers 
Robert S. Brand 
Harold J. Brogan 
Joe Bundy 

George W. Clement, III 
Joseph G. En dress 
Lemarre R. Hankinson 
David A. Henry 
Joseph C. Lazarro 
Harold E. Roberts 
Richard W. Smith 
John T. Stocker 
Edward Tribulowski 
William L. Ulrich 
Edward W. Wild 
Earl D. Williams 
Raymond B. Wolf 

Sergeants 

Warren W. Becker 
Kenneth O. Benson 
Clarence N. Billings 
Rudolph E. Bolin 
Guy D. Brown 
Alva L. Carpenter 
Jack M. Chambers 
NeU H. Cline 
Richard P. Colaw 
Thomas G. Cross 
Columbo DePaulis, Jr. 
John A. Dilliner 
Lawrence C. Dunn 
Richard E. Eckman 
James H. Ellifrit 
William H. Farmer 
Robert F. Gervais 
William Gutman 
Joseph J. Harrold 
Delbert A. Helton 
Alvin H. Henderson 
Joe F. Hernandez 
Robert C. Hicks 
Harry S. Higgins, Jr. 
John J. Judefind 
Gordon M. Lilly 
Andrew W. Loewi 
William A. Medford, Jr. 
Charles Micker 
Robert L. Montgomery 
Melvin A. Moses 
James L. Myers 
Lawrence V. kelson 
V. G. Pierce, Jr. 

Billie J. Pierson 
Maryld D. Price 
Jackson T. Ramsey 
Robert J. Savage 
Robert ]. Scheanwald 
Curtis B. Sides 
James N. Sidely, Jr. 

Rex W. Spivey 
Stanley E. Stevens 
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Francis J. Yost 
Harold V. Westbrook 
Bernard J. Zelinsky 

Technicians Fourth Grade 
Edward T. Christensen 
Reynold Como 
Emmanuel M. Foster 
Carl Lakes 
Frank J. Nicolei 
Anthony J. Norkunas 
John H. Williamson 

Corporals 

Hugh J. Akins 
Roger L. Atherton 
Charles K. Baldwin 
Sherwood H. Bollier 
Robert G. Brown 
Brassie S. Cascio 
Cecil W. Cassity 
Lloyd W. Chaney 
Nesmer Cook 
Bryant C. DeLoach 
Thomas M. Dobbs 
Arthur F. Draeger 
Walter Firestine 
Floyd O. Goodman 
Jack Gunter 
Martin R. Halopoff 
Roy J. Henderson 
Wilbur E. James 
William K. Jordan, Jr. 
Jessie M. Kellum 
Ernest J. King 
Lawrence H. Larson 
Lewis W. Latimer 
Louis J. Laurelli 
Roy B. Lewis 
Walter R. Lupton 
William F. Maloney 
Arthur F. Mathews 
Howard B. McDonald, Jr. 
Sam P. Pace 
George Petros 
Gerald B. Repogle 
Eugene A. Roy 
Wendel M. Short 
Robert L. Stutt 
Richard H. Thomas 
Walter E. Wells 
Jesse J. Womble 

Technicians Fifth Grade 
Donald R. Adams 
Ellsworth E. Bartholemcw 
Sylvester J. Baysinger 
Jack S. Dixon 
James W. Hall, Jr. 

Harold K. Hiner 
Andrew H. Hritzko 
Rankin B. Kellogg 
Daniel F. Koziel 
John B. LeBoeuf 



George M. Moore 
James P. Perrone 
Charles H. Rogers 
Jack F. Rolland 
Edgar T. Saunders 
Harry W. Shaw 
Paul B. Singer 
Lawrence J. Snovak 
James P. Srednicki 
William J. Torpie 
Arthur L. Vashon 

Privates First Class 
John L. Albright 
Jafet Alfonso 
Willard Bacher 
Robert J. Bain 
George E. Barron 
Walter S. Bayne 
Robert W. Benson 
Carl W. Bergstrom 
Orren W. Billington 
Steve Birow 
Edward Bitterman 
Ben D. Blackmon 
Raymond H. Bolin 
Gerald Brightsman 
Frank H. Burak 
Paul F. Burns 
William H. Butcher 
Edwin F. Carpenter 
John R. Chamberlain 
James A. Childs 
George L. Choate 
Robert F. Clegg 
Roy W. Coburn 
Lloyd O. Coffman 
Walter L. Coltrin 
Raymond J. Coon 
Manuel A. Cordova 
Wayne E. Couch 
Fay J. Crandell 
Harold M. Cranston 
Rene A. Croteau 
Robert E. Crouch 
Murray E. Daly 
Clyde Deaver 
Harry B. Deem 
John B. Dermott 
John Derzipilski 
Cyril K. DeVay 
Francis J. Doneau 
Clifton S. Ducotc 
John P. Evert 
Raymond S. Fabuz 
Edward J. Focht 
Bernard J. Froehle 
Virgel Gainer 
Emory G. Gardner 
Francisco Garza 
Eugene F. Gawlak 
Maurice T. George 
Theodore H. Gienger 
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Donald J. Godwin 
Bennett M. Green 
Corbin L. Green 
Max J. Grissom 
Charles J. Hajek, Jr. 
Walter W. Harrelson 
George E. Hartman 
John T. Hess 
Cecil G. Hines 
Randall W. Hopkins 
Jettie House 
Morris R. Hyatt 
Dallas A. Jamieson 
Herman L. Jaynes 
Clifford E. Johnson 
Ray M. Johnson 
Carl W. Jones 
Walter Kara wan 
Donald L. Karney 
Glenn E. Kincaid 
George E. Krixer 
Raymond C. Kurtz 
Daniel E. Kuszmaul 
Augustus D. Labate 
William L. Lamberson 
John J. Lane, Jr. 
Charles T. Lantry 
Harold E. Laplante 
Arthur F. Leon 
Theodore H. Leonard 
Benjamin J. Levanda 
R. Q. Lester 
Robert T. Lindsay 
Herbert F. Lokan 
Hollis Loomis 
Thomas L. Lott 
Robert D. Lowrie 
William T. Ludwig 
Nick Luzaich 
Myron L. Lynn 
Fred G. MacDonald 
George E. Mack 
Glen W. Majers 
Arnold H. Martin 
Noah E. Martin 
Robert B. Martin 
Victor B. M. Martinez 
Henry J. Mason 
Walter H. Matheson 
Donald F. Matyskella 
Jess McDaniel 
Charles E. McGary 
William T. McKnight 
Ronald A. McNeil 
Carl E. Meloy 
Henry Mello 
Paul Millikin 
David P. Miller 
Walter A. Modzell 
Clyde K. Moore, Jr. 
Frank W. Moser 
William H. Muenster 



Craig L. Mundy 
Refugio A. Muniz 
James J. Murray 
Maynard F. Murray 
Joseph G. C. Nadeau 
Thomas W. Nash 
Edward Nassaney 
Joseph Nedza 
Walter G. Novakoski 
Edward C. Ozbolt 
Joseph R. Paczkowski 
Joseph H. Pate 
William L. Peterson 
Rudy C. Plaskur 
Perry L. Plyer 
Edward Polasky 
Wilbur M. Price 
Ramon V. Prieto 
Joseph M. Rendina 
Emery C. Reposkey 
Anthony Rezza, Jr. 
Harry M. Rhodus 
Patrick J. Rickard 
Harold H. Roberts 
John Rodriguez 
Charles J. Rogan 
Fred G. Rotterman 
Edward M. Rusch 
John E. Ryan 
Steve L. Rzasa 
Thomas P. Saccone 
Jack J. Scialabra 
Harry W. Schmeltzer 
Donald R. Scholz 
Nicholas Semen ich 
Edward T. Shea 
Ora C. Smith 
Paul D. Smith 
Wade Smith 
John Stabagi 
James P. Stassola 
Travis W. Stout 
Theodore Q. Svendsen 
Frank B. Tafoya 
Richard G. Tanner 
Harold F. Taylor 
Lorenzo A. Taylor 
Steve Tetak 
Werner C. Tiarks 
Ralph Tooley 
William S. Trammell 
Robert E. Union 
William Vacca 
Earl Van Horn 
Hugh Van Winkle 
Henry E. Wade 
Donald E. Walling 
Victor C. Walsh 
Alton H. Webster 
Jack R. Wheeler 
Harold Wilbur 
Herbert L. Williams 



Earl T. Wilson 
Paul H. Winger 
Joseph G. Wise 
William F. Woods 
Joseph B. Wysocki 
Donald Yoon 
Harry E. Zimmerman 
Otto K. Zwingman 

Privates 

Harry F. Ackerman n 
Howard J. Alfrey 
Fidel Alva 
Manuel L. Alvarez 
Eugene E. Anderson 
Merlin B. Anderson 
Charles R. Anhut 
Juan O. Apodaca 
Anthony Arico 
Robert Arnold, Jr. 
Sherman E. Axline 
Andrew Babjak 
Charles E. Bair 
Sherman L. Baker 
Lewis P. Bako 
Seraph in J. Basile 
James D. Bateman 
George J. Bates 
Nicholas V. Battiste 
Andrew F. Bazeldis 
Raymond C. Belair 
Walter J. Bednarz 
Arthur F. Belmontez 
Frank A. Bennett 
Dan R. Benton 

S h P. Bizefski 
W. Bledsoe 
Thomas B. Borzain 
William M. Botz 
Francis N. Bowen 
Evan O. Bown 
Emmett L. Boyce 
Forrest V. Brewer 
Charles N. Brown 
Edward B. Brown 
Robert C. Brunck 
Elmer T. Bryant 
Bill C. Buchanan 
Elgin D. Bucholz 
Joe W. Burleson 
Charles E. Butler 
Donald F. Byrne 
Joseph A. Byrne 
James F. Cabic 
James S. Campbell 
Raymond Carriere 
John E. Carroll 
Silvestre P. Castro 
Edward M. Cavlovic 
Jack M. Chambers 
Ernest W. Chase 
Jesse D. Childers 
Roy Chipman 
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Harry B. Clancy 
Ewell T. Cooper 
Donald Cornbread 
Douglas R. Crutcher 
Pat Damico 
John A. Daum 
Richard R. Davis 
Willard H. Davis 
Edwin DeBeer 
Ross Dennison 
Walter Dikoon 
Walter Drelick 
John J. Driscoll 
Charles Duncan 
Herbert W. Ellerbusch 
Joseph D. Ensminger, Jr. 
Edward M. Everitt 
Glenn A. Fateley 
Edward K. Field 
Clyde E. Fisher 
Kenneth D. Foster 
Richard H. Fox 
Emery W. Gaydos 
Harold N. Gayle 
John V. Giacomelli 
Oscar Gomez 
Cumer Green 
Chester J. Greene 
William G. Guist 
Robert P. Gutierrez 
Charles H. Hacker 
William K. Haste 
James R. Hattrick 
Victory F. Havens 
Albert L. Heinz 
Morton W. Hill 
Albert B. Hillman 
Benjamin Holloway, Jr. 
Garrett T. Hughes 
Earl F. Hunt 
Robert F. Jahn 
Francis M. Jirinec 
Laverne G. Johnson 
Malcolm N. Johnson 
James C. Jones 
Martin W. Jones 
Charles W. Juris 
James Kirsch 
William Koczan 
Richard S. Kulwicki 
William J. Kurzawski 
Joseph L. Laky, Jr. 
Eugene C. Lancaster 
Benjamin S. Landreth 
John E. Lane 
Orville W. Lapham 
Lewis W. Layne, Jr. 
Albert Lehett 
Mathew J. Lekarczyk 
Joseph A. Lesko 
John E. Lindsey 
Gordon J. W. Lockerby 
William Lockwood 
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Richard D. Lucas 
Alex M. Lux 
Frank E. Mackey 
Edsel A. Malone 
Joseph W. Manfredi 
LeGrande T. Mangus 
Edward P. Matthews 
Marion E. Matthews 
Russell G. McCann 
John McCombs 
Robert R. McCoy 
Walter J. McCoy 
Wade McCulley 
John J. McGuire 
Roy A. McKim 
Graham McPherson, Jr. 
Donald C. Mead 
Luther B. Meads 
George R. Melvin 
Felix S. Mendivil 
Elmer Mertz 
Albert F. Miller 
Willis G. Miller 
Julian Molina 
Robert A. Morgan 
Covert J. Morris 
Elwood Morris 
George P. Moskalski 
Julius P. Musmeci 
Max Myers 
Fred W. Newton 
Ralph W. Nicholson 
Albert C. Nicoletta, Sr. 
Francis E. Niemiec 
John W. Nulty 
George E. Othmer 
Paul L. Ortega 
James M. Owen 
Paul E. Owens 
Jodie L. Parsons 
John Pavlich 
Henry S. Pawlings 
John E. Payet 
Marion L. Pence 
John P. Perdue 
Everan J. Peterson 
James Peterson 
William A. Piatt 
Colbert C. Poole 
Herman M. Promer 
Joseph R. Radich 
Victor Ramesa 
Howard B. Ranabauer 
Rudy Randall 
Perce S. Reed 
John A. Rhodes, II 
Frank J. Riccitelli 
Carelton E. Richardson 
George L. Richey 
Johnnie M. Rivas 
Gladwin L. Roberts 
Bedford L. Robertson 
Danzel C. Rollins 



Ned D. Rosenthal 
Keith E. Rousch 
Michael Schena 
LeRoy M. Schroder 
Edward R. Scorce 
Otho L. Scott, Jr. 
Weldon D. Scroggins 
Wendell E. Sedam 
Thomas H. Shelar 
Robert Z. Sherwood 
Jean P. Shindler 
Eugene P. Shipley 
Elmer W. Showalter 
Arnold J. Sims 
Lambert C. Siniari 
Francis J. Slane 
John T. Smith 
Millard R. Smith 
Robert L. Smith 
Edgar P. Sprague, Jr. 
Jack L. Sprinkle 
Adam F. Sobezyk 
William J. Sobolewski 
James B. Stauffer 
Claborn A. Steele 
Maurice J. Stockberger 
Charles R. Swan 
Roger A. Swanson 
Martin J. Teahan 
Charles S. Teller 
Roland E. Terhune 
Maurice H. Thiel 
John A. Tomaseski 
Albert D. Tomory 
Frank A. Tremblay 
Candelario J. Trevino 
Walter V. Turner 
Charles B. Tuttle 
John F. Twilley 
Bennie S. Upton 
John W. Urbanski 
Solomon Valinski 
Hugh Van Riper, Jr. 
Dallas L. Wall 
Glenn H. Ward 
Henry L. Wardenski 
Donald C. Weaver 
Robert H. Weaver 
Arthur J. Weitock 
William F. Wigand 
William A. Williams 
Donald A. Wilson 
Raymond H. Wilson 
Donald W. Wininger 
Herbert S. Winkler 
Jack F. Wolcott 
Donald J. Wood 
Porter F. Woods 
Wilbur C. Wright 
Albert M. Wycuff 
John A. Yackulic 
Claude M. Youngblood 
Thomas Zervos 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




APPENDIX I 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGIMENTAL HISTORY 



1942 

20 October 

8 December 
13 December 

1943 

3 February 

22 February 
12 March 

27 March 
1 April 

21 May 

28 May 
26 July 



9 August 
18 August 



The 508th Parachute Infantry is ac- 
tivated at Camp Blanding, Florida; 
Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Lind- 
quist commanding. 

The Regiment invades Jacksonville 
for Christmas shopping. 5 

The 3d Battalion completes the 
processing of recruits, bringing the 
Regiment up to full strength. 23 

1st Battalion entrains for Fort Ben- 
ning, Georgia, as the Regiment be- 
gins its training at jump school. 

The first jump class from the Regi- 
ment makes its initial drop. 

The last members of the Regiment ^ 
to go through the school make their 
final jump and prepare to leave on 
furlough. 19 

Lieutenant Colonel Lindquist is pro- 
moted to the grade of colonel. 

The entire 508th is assembled at 
Camp Mackall to begin unit 23 
training. 

The Red Devils leave for Cheraw, 
South Carolina, to carry on maneu- 
vers as ground troops against the 24 
101st Airborne Division. 

Foot sore and weary, the men of the 
Regiment drag themselves up on 
the trucks and head back from the 
rain and mud of South Carolina. 

Combined unit training period com- 
pleted. With four training jumps 27 
and innumerable problems behind 
them, the Red Devils now need 
only a large maneuver to qualify 
them for overseas shipment. 

The first night jump finds the Regi- 
ment partly on its second blanket 
furlough. Very convenient. 28 

Processing of 200 men received 
from the Parachute School for over- 
seas shipment begins. 
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September 

September 

October 

October 

October 

November 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 



Main body of the 508th detrains at 
Taylorsville, Tennessee, to partici- 
pate in Second Army maneuvers. 

Maneuvers begin with a motor 
march to LaGuarde. 

Flying in three battalion lifts, the 
Regiment makes a night jump at 
Gallatin, Tennessee. 

Recalled from maneuvers to begin 
preparation for overseas shipment, 
the 508th leaves Gallatin by train. 

Three-day passes are given to the 
Regiment. For many this is the last 
trip home. 

Postponed because of maneuvers, 
the first anniversary of the Regiment 
is celebrated two weeks late. 

Bidding Mackall a final adieu, the 
Red Devils shove off for Camp 
Shanks, New York, for final proc- 
essing. 

All-night passes are issued, so that 
the men of the Regiment can have 
a last fling at the gay life in the 
city of New York. 

Christmas Eve. Another pass to 
New York City helps everyone get 
into the holiday spirit. 

All set to join in the Christmas Day 
merry-making in the city, the 508th 
is suddenly alerted for shipment. 

With duffel bags on shoulders, cof- 
fee and doughnuts in hand, and a 
chocolate bar between teeth, the 
rough and rugged troopers stumble 
up the gangplank of the USAT 
James Parker and stagger to their 
appointed spot in the ship. 

In the middle of the morning the 
Lady with the Light fades from 
sight as the James Parker heads for 
deep water. 
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1944 

1 January 


A few bottles of champagne smug- 
gled aboard in New York constitute 
the Regiment’s greeting to the New 
Year. 


8 January 


Belfast, Northern Ireland, greets 
the newly arrived paratroopers with 
frantic requests for chewing gum. 


9 January 


Overseas indoctrination begins at 
Cromore, near Port Stewart, N.I. For 
traffic, "the right side is the wrong 
side," and nearby Bushmills is the 
home of the famous Irish whiskey. 


11 March 


After tramping over most of the 
country and listening to Irish tenors 
sing "Danny Boy" on Belfast street 
corners, the Red Devils are again 
crowded aboard a transport and 
shipped to Scotland. A train then 
carries the men to Nottingham, 
England. 


28 May 


After having made two practice 
night jumps, the 508th, attached to 
the 82d Airborne Division, moves to 
the airfields to sweat out D-day. 


6 June 


D-day. At 0215 the Red Devils take 
to the silk in a cloudy, flak-tom 
sky. Widely scattered on the jump, 
only small groups of men assemble 
together initially. The fight for life 
begins. 


7 June 


Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. B. 
Shanley organizes a defensive posi- 
tion on Hill 30, near the west bank 
of the Merderet River. 


8 June 


Hill 30 is hit hard from three sides 
by the Krauts. Lieutenants Millsaps 
and Pollette counterattack with 30 
men, clearing the west end of the 
Chef-du-Pont causeway. Plasma 
and ammunition giving out. 


9 June 


Colonel Lindquist leads all the Red 
Devils east of the Merderet across 
the La Fiere causeway, contacting 
the group on Hill 30 in the early 
afternoon. The Regiment now as- 
sembled as a unit. 



10 June 


The 90th Infantry Division pushes 
past the Regiment’s positions. An 
announcement is made that in the 
name of the President, a Distin- 
guished Unit Citation has been 
awarded the Regiment for its work 
on the first two days in Normandy. 


13 June 


Douve River crossed to the south by 
the 508th at Beuzeville-la-Bastille, 
spearheaded by Company F. 2d 
Battalion fights a bloody battle for 
the town of Baupte, where they con- 
tact troops of the 101st Airborne 
Division. 


19 June 


3rd Battalion crosses the Douve 
west of Etienville in assault boats 
manned by the 307th Airborne En- 
gineers. Moving south it encounters 
opposition in the village of Vinde- 
fontaine. 


20 June 


3rd Battalion attacks and captures 
Pretot after dawn, casualties heavy. 


3 July 


The long-expected attack on Hill 
131 at last starts. By dark all initial 
objectives are taken, and the Regi- 
ment is south of the hill ready to 
jump off next morning. 


4 July 


Orders are issued to continue the 
attack towards Hill 95. 


5 July 


By 0500 the 2d Battalion is in pos- 
session of Hill 95. 


7 July 


Contact with the enemy is broken. 


13 July 


Loading into two LSTs, the Red 
Devils sail back to England. 


15 July 


Arriving in Nottingham, the men of 
the 508th are met by two bands 
playing "Over There," cheering 
gills, and old women muttering, 
"God bless you, Yank!" All in all, 
a good welcome. 


29 July 


Memorial services are held for the 
hundreds of men left back in 
France — "the real heroes of the 
Regiment," says Colonel Lindquist. 
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1 September 



7 September 



1 4 September 



17 September 



18 September 

19 September 

20 September 

21 September 

23 September 

24 September 
2 October 



The Regiment moves to the airfields 
again, ready to jump at Tournai in 
Belgium. 

Both the Tournai jump and an al- 
ternate at Liege are cancelled as 
Patton rockets through France into 
Belgium. 

Here we go again! This time the 
drop is scheduled for Nijmegen, 
Holland. 

At 0130 the 508th, still attached to 
the 82d, drops south of Nijmegen, 
and an assembly is made with neg- 
ligible resistance. Three companies, 
A, B, and G, fight their way towards 
the highway bridge on the north 
edge of town. 

The glider landing zone south of 
Nijmegen is cleared as the first of 
the motorless planes comes in for a 
landing. 

Company A with one platoon of G 
Company attached seizes Devil’s 
Hill after bitter fighting. 

Devil’s Hill is under constant at- 
tack. Beek, in the 3d Battalion sec- 
tor, is attacked by the Germans in 
the late afternoon after a systematic 
shelling. 

After changing hands three times, 
Beek is finally secured. 

Supported by British armor and the 
319th Field Artillery, the 3d Bat- 
talion attacks across the flats east of 
Nijmegen. By nightfall all ob- 
jectives were taken. 

The 508th, relieved by the 504th 
Parachute Infantry, moves near 
Berg-en-Dal to reorganize. 

After an extremely heavy barrage, 
the 2d Battalion is hit by a battalion 
of Panzergrenadiers reinforced with 
artillery and armor. After a pene- 
tration of several hundred yards, a 
counterattack by F Company re- 
stores the lines before dawn. 



6 October 

20 October 
28 October 

10 November 

1 1 November 

14 November 

17 December 

18 December 

19 December 

20 December 

2 1 December 

23 December 

24 December 



The complete 508th combat team 
moves north of the Waal River and 
is attached to the British 50th 
Division. 

The 508th’s second birthday is cele- 
brated by more rain and more mud. 

The Regiment takes a short breather 
in Nijmegen before returning to 
positions north of the Waal. 

By midnight the Red Devils are back 
in Nijmegen, billeted in a school- 
house until the next morning. 

Because of lack of transportation, 
the entire Regiment walks 22 miles 
to Oss, Holland, on its way back to 
France. 

The 508th is billeted in a French 
camp at Sissonne, France. This is to 
be the base camp for future opera- 
tions. 

A gigantic German counteroffensive 
reaches St. Vith in the Ardennes in 
Belgium. At 2000 the Regiment is 
alerted to move to the front. 

After dawn the Regiment leaves for 
Werbomont, Belgium, still attached 
to the 82d Airborne Division. 

Arriving at its destination, the Regi- 
ment establishes a defensive posi- 
tion, since information on the enemy 
is not to be relied upon in the 
rapidly changing situation. 

All three battalions move to Thier- 
du-Mont ridge line, high ground 
south of the town of Goronne. 

Winter settles down in earnest as 
snow begins to fall on Belgium. 

First contact is made with the enemy 
by a motorized patrol before dawn. 

The 82d is ordered to withdraw 
seven miles and establish positions 
along the Corps line in preparation 
for an expected German attack the 
next day. Excellent rear guard ac- 
tion fought by the 1st Battalion 
covering force. 
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25 December 
28 December 



1945 

3 January 

7 January 

10 January 

21 January 
24 January 

28 January 

29 January 

4 February 

8 February 

10 February 



Christmas Day. Enemy attack re- 
pulsed in front of 1st and 2d Bat- 
talions at midnight. 

Two battalions of SS troops hit the 
boundary between G and F Com- 
panies at 0115. By 0430 artillery 
fire from the 319th and a 155mm 
howitzer battalion, backed by a 
counterattack by I Company, beats 
off the attack. More than 100 dead 
Krauts in G and F Company areas. 



Big American push to the southeast 
in an attempt to cut off the Bulge 
is started. The 508th is in reserve. 

The Red Devils are committed in 
an attack to retake the Thier-du- 
Mont ridge. After a bloody battle 
the 508th is in position before dark. 

Part of the 75th Division relieves 
the 508th and the Regiment moves 
to the vicinity of Chevron, Belgium, 
to regroup. 

The 508th is committed defensively 
at Deidenberg, attached to 7th Ar- 
mored Division. 

The Regiment is relieved by the 
424th Regimental Combat Team and 
returns to 82d at Trois Ponts and 
Bois Badeaux. 

A strong push to the Siegfried Line 
starts at dawn through the snow- 
covered, thickly wooded Ardennes. 

Holzheim is taken by the 1st Battal- 
ion. First Sergeant Leonard A. Funk, 
Jr. is recommended for and later re- 
ceives the Medal of Honor for his 
part in the attack. 

The Red Devils are relieved by the 
99th Division. 

Trucks carry the Regiment to posi- 
tions in the Hiirtgen-Schmidt area 
west of the Roer River. 

The 1st Battalion takes Hill 400 in 



a night attack, then the 2d Battalion 
pushes through, clearing the area 
west of the Roer. 

Contact with the enemy is broken, 
and the Regiment prepares to entrain 
at Aachen for the base camp. 

Camp Sissonne becomes base camp 
again, but the Regiment is moved to 
tent area outside the built-up area. 

C-47s flying towards the Rhine, 
loaded with paratroopers, wing their 
way over the camp. 

Alerted for a possible jump to liber- 
ate PWs, the 508th moves to air- 
fields near Chartres, France. 

VE-day. 

Returning to Camp Sissonne, the 
Regiment gets ready to move to Ger- 
many as occupation troops. 

The 508th arrives at Frankfurt-am- 
Main, is assigned to General Eisen- 
hower’s headquarters, as headquar- 
ters guards. 

The Regiment has a chance to strut 
its stuff, as one battalion stands as 
honor guard and a review for the 
President of the United States. 

The three battalions switch jobs to 
avoid monotony. The 3d Battalion 
is now at USFET, the 1st at Bad 
Homburg, and the 2d takes over in- 
terior and honor guard duties in the 
regimental area. 

VJ-day. 

508th Parachute Infantry celebrates 
third anniversary. 

French Fourragere awarded for Nor- 
mandy action. 

Fourth anniversary. 

Regiment inactivated at Camp Kil- 
mer, New Jersey, after returning 
from Frankfurt, Germany, as a unit. 



18 February 

21 February 

24 March 

3 April 

8 May 
30 May 

10 June 
26 July 
13 August 

2 September 
20 October 

1946 
6 June 

20 October 
24 November 
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MEN KILLED IN TRAINING ACCIDENTS 



Private James D. Deaton 


10 Dec. 1943 


Private Thomas P. McGinley 


13 April 1944 


Staff Sergeant Robert W. Shearer 


2 Sept. 1944 


Private First Class William R. Mitchell 


2 Sept. 1944 


Private Louis N. Spera 


2 Sept. 1944 


Private First Class Robert D. Cassady 


8 March 1945 


First Lieutenant Nick C. Emanuel 


14 March 1945 


Private First Class Charles Under Baggage, Jr. 


14 March 1945 


Private First Class Bernard Levin 


14 March 1945 


Private First Class Luther M. Tillery 


14 March 1945 


Private First Class Alfred J. Vaughan 


14 March 1945 


Private First Class George W. Wall 


14 March 1945 


Private Charles L. Clemons 


14 March 1945 



APPENDIX III 

BATTLE CASUALTIES 



Type of Casualty 


Normandy 


Holland 


Ardennes 


Total 


Killed in Action 


307 


131 


101 


539 


Died of Wounds 


26 


15 


33 


74 


Died of Injuries 


3 


0 


0 


3 


Wounded in Action 


487 


389 


398 


1274 


Injured in Action 


173 


80 


273 


526 


Missing in Action 


165 


66 


23 


254 


Totals by Campaign . . . . 


1161 


681 


828 


2670 



Figures for Missing in Action are taken from records at the end of each 
campaign. Many men so listed were later reported as prisoners and some were 
later returned to military control. 



APPENDIX IV 

COMBAT AIT ARDS 



Decorations Number 

Medal of Honor 1 

Distinguished Service Cross 14 

Legion of Merit 3 

Silver Star Medal 118 

Soldier’s Medal 7 

Bronze Star Medal (Issued in orders) 378 

Foreign Decorations 19 



Total 540 
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MEDAL OF HONOR 

. . . for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. 

First Sergeant Leonard A. Funk, Jr. 



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 



. . . for extraordinary heroism in connection with 
military operations against an armed enemy. 



Lieutenant Colonel 
Louis G. Mendez, Jr. 

First Lieutenants 
John P. Foley 
George D. Lamm 
Lloyd L. Pollette, Jr. 

First Sergeant 

Leonard A. Funk, Jr. 

Staff Sergeants 

Alvin H. Henderson 
Frank L. Sirovica 



Sergeants 

Charles A. Gushue 
Lyle K. Kumler 

Corporals 

Walter J. Bednarz 
Ernest T. Roberts 

Private First Class 
Harold L. Parris 

Privates 

John A. Lockwood 
Otto K. Zwingman 



Colonel 

Roy E. Lindquist 

Lieutenant Colonels 
Otho E. Holmes 
Thomas J. B. Shanley 
Shields Warren, Jr. 

Captains 

Jonathan E. Adams 
David Axelrod 
George W. Simonds 
Russell C. Wilde 

First Lieutenants 
Francis J. Bolger 
Rex G. Combs 
William J. Garry 
Hoyt T. Goodale 
Homer H. Jones 
George D. Lamm 
Woodrow W. Millsaps 
David B. Owen 
Lester W. Pol lorn 

Second Lieutenants 
Mack G. Cook 



SILVER STAR 

. . . for gallantry in action. 

Joseph Hall 
Paul L. Pollette, Jr. 

Lloyd L. Sickler 
Robert L. Sickler 
Jean H. Trahin 

First Sergeants 
Roy T. Bennett 
Leonard A. Funk, Jr. 
Frank C. Taylor 

Staff Sergeants 
Carroll B. Calvert 
Odell E. Cannon 
John T. Elliott 
William L. Reed 
Sherman Van Enwyck 

Sergeants 

Warren F. Albrecht 
Joseph H. Boone 
Bernard J. Gallagher 
James E. Green 
James Q. Kurz 
Lawrence E. McFadden 
Duane W. Morris 
Marvin L. Risnes 
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John G. Rooney 
William L. Snapp 
James N. Sidley 
William H. Traband 
Robert W. VanHorrsen 
Leroy F. Thierolf 

Corporals 
Roger L. Atherton 
Clarence U. Berry 
Murphy B. Bridges 
Bryant C. DeLoach 
Theodore M. Dobbs 
Robert H. Ellis 
Walter Firestine 
Frank Haddy 
Lawrence Jeffers 
Wallace C. Judd 
Robert E. Kabat 
Marion E. Kinman 
Robert G. Mangers 
Kenneth J. Merritt 
Millard A. Newman 
Frank Ruppe 
Lawrence F. Salva 
Theodore Q. Svendsen 
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Technicians Fifth Grade 
Wayne F. Campbell 
David A. Giblin 
Robert W. Hupp 
Melvin Pruitt 
Norman Smith 
Stanley W. Tylicki 
Arthur L. Vashon 

Privates First Class 
Charles F. Andrews 
Joseph J. Balek 
Louis Boitano 
Hoyt B. Boyd 
John R. Chamberlain 
Walter L. Coltrin 
Gordon H. Cullings 
Theodore H. Gienger 



Mayo S. Heath 
Gerald G. Jones 
Daniel E. Kuszmaul 
George E. McGrath 
Joseph Nedza 
Carmen Orlando 
Joseph Palkiewicz 
James J. Potter 
Wilbur M. Price 
Albert M. Ruttinger 
Raymond E. Turner 
Victor G. Walsh 
Raymond G. Wilson 

Privates 

Donald R. Adams 
Sherman E. Axline 
A. B. Cannon 



Roy Chipman 
John Dobransky 
Clinton S. Ford 
Howard H. Gouge 
Joe F. Hernandez 
Steve A. Mauro 
George P. Moskalski 
Gunnar C. Nielsen 
Edward Polasky 
Hugh Q. Queen 
Harry M. Rhodus 
Robert Z. Sherwood 
Harry J. Smith 
Charles R. Swan 
Dallas L. Wall 
Marvin J. Wetsell 
Charles B. Wilkins 



BRONZE OAK LEAF CLUSTER to the 
SILVER STAR 

... in lieu of a second Silver Star. 



Captain 

Jonathan E. Adams 

First Lieutenants 
Rex G. Combs 
Joseph Hall 



George D. Lamm 
Woodrow W. Millsaps 

Second Lieutenant 
Lloyd L. Pollette, Jr. 

Sergeant 

Howard H. Gouge 



LEGION OF MERIT 

. . . for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services . 

Colonel Roy E. Lindquist 
Major Alton L. Bell 
Corporal Robert E. Chisholm 



Colonel 

Roy E. Lindquist 

Lieutenant Colonels 
Otho E. Holmes 
Louis G. Mendez, Jr. 



BRONZE STAR MEDAL 1 
. . . for heroic conduct. 

. . . for meritorious service in connection with 
military operations. 



Thomas J. B. Shanley 
Shields Warren, Jr. 

Majors 

James R. Casteel 
John W. Medusky 



Royal R. Taylor 
David E. Thomas 

Captains 

Jonathan E. Adams 
David Axelrod 



J In addition to the persons listed here as having been awarded the Bronze Star Medal, those individuals who, as members of the 
armed forces of the United States, were cited by name on or after 7 December 1941 and prior to 3 September 1945, in orders or 
in a formal certificate, for meritorious or exemplary conduct in ground combat against the armed enemy may make application to The 
Adjutant General, Department of the Army, Washington 25, D.C.. for award of the Bronze Star Medal on the basis of such citation. 
A citation in orders for the Combat Infantryman Badge or Medical Badge awarded in the field during the period of actual combat 
against the armed enemy is considered as a citation for exemplary conduct in ground combat. These citations in orders during the 
period 7 December 1941 through 2 September 1945 were not automatic, but were based upon recommendations of unit commanders 
thoroughly familiar with the achievement of the individuals cited and after a careful evaluation of their work. ( Change 13 to AR 
600-45, Department of the Army, 4 November 1947.) 
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Briand N. Beaudin 
Paul N. Berry 
John A. Breen 
Benjamin F. Delamater, III 
James D. Dietrich 
James L. Elder 
James C. Klein 
Paul DeR. Kolish 
Loyle O. McReynolds 
Woodrow W. Millsaps 
George E. Montgomery 
William H. Nation 
Walter H. Silver 
Walter L. Wakefield 
Russell C. Wilde 

First Lieutenant 
Edgar R. Abbott 
Barry E. Albright 
John F. Buffkin, Jr. 

Harry J. Cooksey 
John P. Foley 
Lionel O. Frigo 
William J. Garry 
Hoyt T. Goodale 
Gerald P. Guillot 
Robert N. Havens 
Raymond L. Kampe 
Peter L. Kelley 
Henry E. LeFebvre 
Walter J. Ling 
John T. Little 
Norman MacVicar 
Robert M. Mitchell 
Edward V. Ott 
Roy A. Schermerhorn 
Roy K. Skipton ■ 

George I. Stoeckert 
Vernon Thomas 
Louis L. Toth 
Robert J. Wickes 

Second Lieutenants 
William D. Bush 
Edward T. Czenbinski 
Elbert F. Hamilton 
Robert L. Johnson 
David D. Liebmann 
Edward W. McNerney 
Lloyd L. Pollette, Jr. 
Elmer R. Stull 
James D. Tibbetts 
Robert J. Weaver 
Maurice E. Wheelock 
Gene H. Williams 

First Sergeants 
James W. Smith 
Frank C. Taylor 
Ralph H. TTiomas 

Staff Sergeants 

Werner T. Angress 
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Merl A. Beach 
Glenn Bell 
Francis L. Benedict 
John D. Boone 
Sherman W. Boyd 
Charles D. Bray 
William P. Brown 
James J. Caruso 
Verne F. Dauby 
Ward T. Ecoff 
David A. Henry 
William W. Howe 
Charles D. Kent, Jr. 
William F. Knapp 
Adam A. Koziol 
Worster M. Morgan 
Robert H. Morris 
Robert D. Shields 
Richard W. Smith 
Ellwood P. Stake 
Leland T. Swindel 
Sherman VanEnwyck 
John H. Willis 
Richard G. Wolch 
Raymond B. Wolf 

Sergeants 

John T. Agee, Jr. 
Robert V. Barbiaux 
Robert J. Broderick 
George W. Clement, III 
J. D. Collier 
Dennis M. Fishgrab 
Charles A. Gushue 
Frank R. Hernandez 
James E. Jackson 
James G. Kay 
Larney R. Vancourt 
Walter E. Wells 
Jessie J. Womble 
Rinaldo R. Zuccala 

Technicians Fifth Grade 
Donald R. Adams 
Herbert A. Beireis 
Fredrick J. Carden 
William A. Dean 
Paul Demciak 
James E. Greenwood 
Fred J. Gutman 
George N. Joenhk 
Francis M. Lamoureux 
Calvin R. Marshall 
James J. McMahon 
Donald L. Roberts 
Stanley S. Rompala 
Charles E. Schmalz 
Norman Smith 
James P. Srednicki 
William H. Trautner 
Harold H. Wiley 



Privates First Class 
Quinton H. Acors 
Edward A. Adelman 
William C. Anderson, Jr. 
J. R. Apple 
George F. Banks 
John T. Barkley 
Michael F. Bednaz 
Victor Bemmel 
Theodore F. Bossert 
Charles E. Brown 
Wayne F. Campbell 
Alphonse A. Caplik 
Loren W. Carter 
Albert W. Chrisman 
Odie L. Compton 
Raymond Crouse 
Murray E. Daly 
William Frickel 
Richard E. Fritter 
Cipriano Gamez 
Paul Gutterez 
Donald W. Hardwick 
Mayo S. Heath 
Alex R. Hernandez 
Dewey Hollingsworth 
William P. Jaspar 
William P. Jeffers 
Warren C. Jeffers 
Carlton R. Johnson 
John A. Johnston 
Carl W. Jones 
Sam Karmitzski 
Harry J. Kennedy 
William T. Kenny 
Marion E. Kinman 
Harold K. Klitz 
Carl Lakes 
Joel R. Lander 
Rigobert Ledesma 
Gerald C. Lockwood 
Arnold H. Martin 
Harry R. Mayer 
John W. Mclnnes 
Clyde L. Meadows 
Stewart L. Meinhart 
Beverly J. Moss 
Terrence T. Nelson 
Francis E. Niemiec 
David Oldemeyer 
Abraham Oybkhan 
Leland I. Pearson 
Bruno S. Preztos 
Leo B. Purdin 
Frank J. Pesce 
James D. Rankin 
Charles H. Rhinehart 
Fayette O. Richardson 
Robert E. Richmond 
Charles H. Rogers 
Earl M. Rogers 
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Arthur Sanchez 
Edward T. Shea 
Steve F. Shimko 
John Sivetz 
Richard J. Smith 
John E. Sternesky 
Wilburn L. Stutler 
Nicholas Trevino 
Hugh Van Winkle 
Raleigh L. Voight 
Charles L. Wright 

Privates 

Harry E. Ackerman 
Vincente P. Acosta 
Charles H. Adamson 
Robert A. Andreas 
George E. Banks 
Billie G. Beaver 
Robert L. Betts, Jr. 
Homer B. Bohannon 
Cecil W. Bledsoe 
William L. Blithe 
Edward C. Boccafogli 
A. B. Cannon 
Robert J. Carney 
James A. Childs 
Harry B. Clancy 
James Cochenour 
Manuel A. Cordova 
Floyd O. Curtis 
James H. Daugherty 
Lester V. Dowler 
Robert L. Elbert 
Herbert W. Ellerbusch 
Clarence L. Furdek 
John G. Gerard 
John V. Giacomelli 
Earl L. Groh 
Frank Haddy 
Rolla L. Hall 
John Hardie 
Walter W. Harrelson 
Elek Hartman 
Donald W. Haupt 
George P. Hawkins 
Charles F. Hayden 
John T. Hess 
Garrett T. Hughes 
William J. Hughes 
Fredrick J. Inf anger 
John H. Janus 
Howard Jessup 
Donald W. Johnston 
Winfred Keck 



Lieutenant Colonels 
Louis G. Mendez, Jr. 
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Donald E. Krause 
William Kurzawski 
William F. Lee 
Thomas W. Lindsey 
Russell A. Ludemann 
Eugene A. McMillan 
Robert Meredith 
Stanton H. Mesenbrink 
Clyde Moore 
Peter P. Moore 
William H. Nestor 
Millard A. Newman 
Ralph W. Nicholson 
Raymond T. O’Connell 
Paul E. Pace 
John P. Perdue 
James E. Petitt 
Chester L. Pickard, Jr. 
Theodore L. Quade 
Alfred W. Raymond 
James W. Redding 
David P. Rice 
James T. Robinson 
John Rodriguez 
Bob Rooney 
Eugene A. Roy 
Edwin F. Schoff 
Robert L. Seale 
Harry J. Smith 
Larry E. Smith 
Willie E. Smith 
Van B. Snook 
Chester A. Standley 
Claborn A. Steele 
Eric Stott 
Frank B. Tafoya 
Fred G. Taylor 
James J. Turner 
Aurelius M. Venegas 
George L. Walker 
Roscoe H. Walker 
Victor G. Walsh 
Donald L. King 
Philip Klinefelter 
John W. Lambert 
Richard L. Lowish 
John W. Luketich 
Thomas D. MacBlane 
Wilfred B. Mack, Jr. 
William A. Medford 
Robert K. Mills 
John H. Mullen, Jr. 
Robert W. O’Connor 
Marvin Risnes 



Edward W. Roseberry, Jr. 
George T. Russell 
Curtis B. Sides 
Glenn L. Somerville 
George Vanaskey 
Robert W. Van Horrsen 
Glen W. Vantrease 
Gordon W. Wahto 
Robert B. White 
Francis J. Yost 

Technicians Fourth Grade 
Richard E. Buck 
Edward T. Christensen 
Everon P. Rutta 

Corporals 
Walter H. Barrett 
Calvin A. Beck 

a h H. Boone 
J. Bradley 
King S. Burke 
Charles F. Calvert 
Wilburn E. Clark 
Duane A. Dennison 
Harry E. Domery 
Robert H. Ellis 
Arthur E. Getts 
Robert T. Glunt 
Joseph P. Guzzy 
Roy J. Henderson 
Lawrence L. Jackson 
Ernest J. King 
John Kochanic 
Theodore LeFree 
Clifton A. Lowder 
Walter Lupton 
William L. Lyles 
Lim A. Morgan 
James J. Murphy 
Henning Olson 
Arthur W. Puffer 
Harry D. Purdy 
Francis J. Quinn 
Jean P. Shindler 
Millard C. Shull 
Roy L. Smith 
Tames H. Weinerth 
Leslie L. Whipple 
Robert J. White 
William F. Wigand 
Joseph G. Wise 
Norman C. Willis 
Conrad G. Wolfe 
Warren H. Zuelke 



BRONZE OAK LEAF CLUSTER to the 
BRONZE STAR 

. . . in lieu of a second Bronze Star. 

Thomas J. B. Shanley Majors 

Shields Warren, Jr. James R. Casteel 
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Benjamin F. Delamater, III 
Royal R. Taylor 

Captains 

William H. Nation 

first Lieutenants 
Peter L. Kelley 
John T. Little 

First Sergeant 
James W. Smith 

Staff Sergeants 
John D. Boone 
Stanton H. Mesenbrink 
Worster M. Morgan 



Henning Olson 
Leland T. Swindel 
Raymond B. Wolf 

Sergeants 

Joseph H. Boone 
James H. Daugherty 
Duane A. Dennison 
Robert B. White 

Corporal 

Jessie J. Womble 

Technicians Fifth Grade 
William C. Anderson, Jr. 
James E. Greenwood 



Richard E. Fritter 
Harry J. Smith 

Privates First Class 
Donald W. Haupt 
Carlton R. Johnson 
Sam Karmitzski 
Rigoberto Ledesma 
Stuart L. Meinhart 
Alfred W. Raymond 
Charles H. Rogers 
Robert L. Seale 

Privates 

William J. Hughes 
Millard Newman 
James H. Weinerth 



SECOND BRONZE OAK LEAF CLUSTER 
to the BRONZE STAR 
. . . in lieu of a third Bronze Star. 

Second Lieutenant Private First Class Private 

John D. Boone Sam Karmitzski James H. Weinerth 



SOLDIER’S MEDAL 

. . . for heroism not involving actual conflict with 
the enemy. 

First Lieutenant Robert M. Mitchell Private First Class Robert K. Mills 

Second Lieutenant Edwin E. Bennett, Jr. Private First Class John R. Taylor 

Sergeant Roland W. Fecteau Private Ernest W. Chase 



FOREIGN DECORATIONS 



British Military Cross 

First Lieutenant Joseph Hall 
British Military Medal 

Sergeant Joseph P. Guzzy 
Private First Class Alfred W. Raymond 
Private Percy C. Kirk 
French Croix de Guerre with Palm 
Colonel Roy E. Lindquist 
Lieutenant Colonel Louis G. Mendez, Jr. 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. B. Shanley 
Lieutenant Colonel Shields Warren, Jr. 



French Croix de Guerre with Star 

First Sergeant Roy T. Bennett 
Sergeant Robert W. Van Horrsen 
Dutch Bronze Lon 

Lieutenant Colonel Louis G. Mendez, Jr. 
Lieutenant Colonel Otho E. Holmes 
Lieutenant Colonel Shields Warren, Jr. 
Captain Russell C. Wilde 
First Lieutenant Rex G. Combs 
Staff Sergeant Glenn Bell 
Sergeant Marvin L. Risnes 
Technician Fifth Grade Robert W. Huff 



Dutch Bronze Cross 

Private James M. Cochenour 



Joseph R. Anderson 
John D. Boone 
Darrell K. Bowman 
Donald J. Burke 
William J. Call 
James E. Green 
Herman W. Jahnigan 
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BATTLEFIELD COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 



Robert L. Johnson 
Edward J. Kenney 
William F. Knapp 
John T. Little 
James W. Moore 
Worster M. Morgan 



Duane W. Morris 
Delbert R. Roper 
Robert D. Shields 
Vernon Thomas 
Sherman Van Enwyck 
Gordon W. Wahto 
Adolph F. Warnecke 
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lilt 508th l^ricbure fofaifoy jiif ;4ifcdr .for cmt standing 
performance otdqty h actfon agfoistfoe cnany be^etn 
6 and 9 June .19**4, during ibc inf^jpn ,61 rr^iicr, The 
Regiment landed by par^hote shortly after 0^00 hours, 
6 jutie )$44. and mifomc-gun lire 

was directed /approach Mg and para • 

chutist diopv. Eriefoy mobi it- arit u irbor ne landing groups 
iiri media tely -.engaged assembled .element of the Regiment 
and reinforced fofcit oppo^foh* with heavily supported 

iUw _vviAl tU I'll *u.; O .... .... ’ i t.i!ii Nn 



fought vastly Xshjpermr 'fanes for three days. From 

this jjosit ion, they fonfjhufoiy thte<itened eGe?t<ftaa units 
movj0g in frOrti the we$x c .t> well as the enemy font's 



UNIT CITATION 

opposing the ceding of our troops over the Mmietet 
HCiVT La Here and Otef-dmFoot They like wise dented 
fog enemy oppofUtfjHy to throw r^ni or cements to the 
Cfst v wfoefc they could oppose the beach landings. The 
troops' <m Hill 50 finally broke through to join the air 
borne troops at the bridgehead west of La Fie re on 9 
June lOTf They had repel led continuous -attAfk* from 
infantry, tanks, mortars; and artillery for more than 6 # 
hours without resujpply- Other element* of. foe 50kth 
Parachute fifoahfccy fought courageously in foe bittet 
fighting west of the Merden-t River and in sv inning the 
bridgeheads that river it La Fiere arid ChtTdm 

Pont, The Regiment secufed' if> objectives focotfgh btfoK 
deteripin.it ion and initiative. Every member performed 
Ins duties' with exemplary aggrecsiver^ 
fodl. The courage iind devotion to duty shown by mem- 
bers of the 508tb Parachute Infantry are Worthy of aim 
Ution in. I reflect the: highest traditions of the Army of 
foe United States 
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NETHERLANDS CITATION 



On October 8, 1945, the 82d Airborne Division became < 
the first non-Dutch unit to be awarded the Militaire 
Willems Orde, Degree of Knight of the Fourth Class. 

In addition to having the Division colors decorated, this 
award entitles all members of the Division who fought 
in Holland during the period for which the award was 
made to wear the Orange Lanyard of the Royal Nether- 
lands Army. The 308th Parachute Infantry was part of I 

the 8 2d Airborne Division at this time. Appropriate i 
quotations from the citation are made below. < 

I. Netherlands Decree 

WE, WILHELMINA, by Grace of God, Queen of the 
Netherlands, Princess of Orange-Nassau, etc., etc., etc. 

On the recommendation of Our Ministers of War and 
for Foreign Affairs, dated October 3, 1945, Secret Nr. 
Y.22; ] 

In accordance with the provisions of the amended Act 
of April 30, 1815, Nr. 5 (Statute-Book Nr.33); 

In view of clause 18 of the regulations of administra- 
tion and discipline for the Militaire Willems Orde, as 
laid down in the Royal Decree of June 25, 1815, Nr.10; 

Considering the 82d Airborne Division of the United 
States Army during the airborne operations and the ensu- 
ing fighting actions in the central part of the Netherlands 
in the period from September 17 to October 4, 1944, 
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excelled in performing tasks allotted to it with tact coupled 
with superior gallantry, self-sacrifice, and loyalty; 

Considering also that the actions fought by the afore- 
said Division took place in the area of Nijmegen; 

HAVE APPROVED AND ORDERED: 

1. To decree that the Divisional colours of the 82d Air- 
borne Division of the United States Army shall be deco- 
rated with the Militaire Willems Orde, Degree of Knight 
of the Fourth Class; 

2. To authorize the Division to carry in its Divisional 
colours the name of the town of 

NIJMEGEN 1944 

Our Ministers of War and for Foreign Affairs are, each 
for his own part, in charge of the execution of this De- 
cree, copy of which shall be sent to the Chancellor of the 
Netherlands Orders of Knighthood. 

THE HAGUE, October 8, 1945 
WILHELMINA 



THE MINISTER OF WAR 
/. MEIfNEN 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
VAN KLEFFENS 
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II. Decree, KeltierhnJf Government she pi 

MINISTERIAL DECREE OF THE NETHERLANDS pogess 

IU; Secret No. X. 25 . ' ' «*» Al 

The Minister of War considering that the oatstai.dmg who tc 

States Army, during the airborne operations and the ensu- if ado; 
in g fighting actions in the central part of the NETHER- down \ 
LANDS in the period from September 17 to October 4. the R» 



■n who took part in the aforesaid operations to 
asttttg memento to this glorious struggle, 
iS: that each member of tilt- personnel of the 
JRNE DIVISION, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
part in the operations in the area of NIJME- 

to-rSf. the ORANGE LANYARD, is laid 
tick U$£. 0* lh*. pSthung .Relations 1944 of 
Netherlands Army. • ' •■■•/••• 

THE HAGUE, OCTOBER «, t»j' 
THE MISmBR Of- WAR 
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BELGIAN CITATION 



The following is a quotation from appropriate portions 
of the Belgian Minister of National Defense Decree Num- 
ber 1034, awarding the 82d Airborne Division and the 
308th Parachute Infantry the Fourragere of 1940. 

At the proposal of the Minister of National Defense, 
we have decreed and we order: 

Article 1 : The 82d Airborne Division with the 508th 
Parachute Infantry attached is cited twice in the Order 
of the Day for the Belgian Army and is herewith given 
the fourragere of 1940, for: 

1. This elite Division which has gone with great elan 
through the campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Holland, 
and France, has distinguished itself particularly in the 
Battle of the Ardennes from December 17 to December 
31, 1944. Called upon as a reinforcement by the Allied 
High Command in the evening of the 17th of December, 
at a time when the Division was in the vicinity of Reims, 
the Division was able to take up combat positions in the 
region of Werbomont only 24 hours later and this under 
very severe climatic conditions. Progressing towards Am- 
bleve and the Salm, the Division opened and maintained 
a corridor for the elements of four American divisions 
which were surrounded in the vicinity of St. Vith, thus 
giving new courage to the engaged units. The Division 
had prevented the enemy from piercing the north flank 
of the pocket created by the offensive of von Rundstedt 
and thus succeeded in saving the city of Liege and its 



surroundings from a second occupation by the Germans. 

2. After having excelled in defensive warfare at the 
banks of the Salm and the Ambleve and after having 
repelled successfully the repeated attacks of the best Ger- 
man shock troops, the 82d Airborne Division with the 
508th Parachute Infantry attached, in spite of extreme cold 
and excessively deep snow, went on the offensive them- 
selves, capturing 2500 German prisoners, including 5 bat- 
talion commanders. This fighting was extremely valorous 
as the organic composition of the division handicapped 
the unit considerably, not having at their disposal as any 
other infantry division would have, heavy weapons to 
support their attack. During 23 days, under most painful 
and adverse conditions, the veterans of the 82d Airborne 
Division did not cease to give a wonderful example of 
courage and heroism, exemplifying their fighting spirit 
by several remarkably brilliant actions. By its valor, the 
Division wrote another page in heroic annals of Allied 
Airborne troops and rendered an important service to 
Belgium and to the Allied cause by establishing the neces- 
sary basis for the new pursuit of the enemy towards the 
Rhine River. 

Article 2: The Minister of National Defense is here- 
with ordered to execute the decree. 

For the Regent: 

THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
L. MUNDELEER. 
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FRENCH CITATIONS 



RESOLUTION NO. 160 

The President of the Provisional Government of the French 
Republic Cites to the Order of the Army: 

508th Parachute Infantry Regiment 

A magnificent unit, reputed for the heroism and spirit of 
sacrifice of its combatants and which has made proof of the 
greatest military qualities during the battle of Normandy. 

It was part of the 82d Airborne Division which, after 
having occupied roadnets and waterways commanding ac- 
cess to the Cotentin landing places, sacrificed itself on the 
banks of the Merderet and the Douve, at Saint Sauveur-le 
Vicomte and at Etienneville from 6-20 June 1944 in order 
to restrain at all cost the German reinforcements infinitely 
superior in strength and fire power, forced them to revert 
to the defensive and thus permitted the arrival of the bulk 
of the Allied Forces. 

This citation includes the award of the Croix de Guerre 
with Palm. 



RESOLUTION NO. 161 

The President of the Provisional Government of the French 
Republic Cites the Following Units, being parts of the 82d 
Airborne Division: 

♦ * * * 

508th Parachute Infantry Regiment 

* * * * 

They are authorized to carry the Fourragere in the colors 
of the Croix de Guerre, 1939-45. 

PARIS, 6 April 1946 

Signed: FELIX GOUIN 



PARIS, 6 April 1946 
Signed: FELIX GOUIN 
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